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EDITORIAL 


DECEMBER 1997 No 105 


WHERE THER 


n 6 October 1997, a special commit- 
О- of the Chicago City Council 

absolved Catherine O’Leary and 
her cow of blame for one of the greatest 
municipal catastrophes of modern American 
history. The great fire that destroyed most of 
the city of Chicago in 1871 burned for three 
days, destroying more than 17,000 buildings 
and leaving 90,000 people homeless. At least 
250 people died. An investigation, made 
shortly after the disaster, declared that the 
fire began in Mrs O’Leary’s barn. She was 
milking the cow, it said, when it kicked over 
a lantern. Mrs O’Leary denied this to her 
dying day but the story endured to become 
one of those ‘facts’ that everyone knows. A 
new study has exonerated her, pointing the 
finger of blame at Daniel ‘Pegleg’ Sullivan, 
who went to the O’Leary barn to feed his 
mother’s cow and probably dropped a pipe 
or lantern, igniting the barn. 

We note the use of the word ‘probably’ 
there as, typical of good mysteries, another 
door opens as one is closed. There is no real 
mystery about the massive smog cloud that 
shrouded south-east Asia during the last 
two weeks of September 1997, only wonder 
at its extent. 

An estimated 1.5 million acres were on 
fire, joining the numerous peat fires that 
have been left burning underground for 
years following similar annual clearances. 
Satellite photos showed the cloud of haze 
had an area the size of Western Europe, 
disrupting almost every aspect of daily life 
throughout SE Asia. A plane crash on 
Sumatra on 26 September and a shipping 
collision in the Straits of Malacca the 
following day were attributed to it. 
According to the Air Pollutant Index used 
by Malaysian meteorologists — on which a 


Peter Grego, 31, has been an active amateur 
astronomer for 18 years, and since 1984 has 
directed the Lunar Section of Britain’s Society 
for Popular Astronomy. In August 1989 he 
discovered an unsuspected multiple star 
system (44 Capricorni) by lunar occultation; 

a discovery which remains to be verified (the 
next lunar occultation opportunity will occur 
in 2008). He is a psychiatric nurse and feels 
that the Moon’s phases play no part in mental 
patients’ psychological states ~ probably. 
E-mail: 113143.3553@compuserve.com 


Driven by a life-long interest in forteana, Mark 
A Hall has, for the past 30 years, actively 
pursued historical records and the testimony 
of eyewitnesses. He has written three books – 
Thunderbirds: The Living Legend!, Natural 
Mysteries and The Yeti, Bigfoot & True Giants 
- and the journal Wonders. He believes that 
North America is home to real Bigfoots, as the 
True Giant (Gigantopithecus) and the Taller- 
hominid (a survival of Homo gardarensis). 

He appeared on the Unsolved Mysteries 
programme about the Minnesota Iceman. 
E-mail: mark.hall.wonders@worldnet.att.net 


, 


rating of 100-200 is “unhealthy” - Sarawak 
rated 835. Since then, welcome rains and 
winds seem to be improving the situation 
but the full impact of the disaster on health 
jobs, wildlife and the environment may take 
years to assess. 

As we know-it-all forteans expected, there 
were the usual statements of how this 
smog-monster was of “unprecedented” size. 
“Nothing like this has ever happened 
before,’ said a US diplomat in Kuala 
Lumpur. Well. Charles Fort recorded “vast 
volumes of smoke” in an area bounded by 
Australia, Hong Kong and the Philippines in 
October 1902 (Lo!, ch.28). At the time it was 
blamed upon volcanic activity somewhere. 
It was left to Fort to show that, in this 
instance, volcanoes were as blameless as 
Mrs O’Leary’s cow. 

Finally, we'd like to pay tribute to our 
colleague Steve Moore who, for the last 
couple of years, has plodded relentlessly 
through 24 years' worth of back issues, 
indexing anything of significance. It is with 
great joy - and a huge sigh of relief from 
Steve - that we can say that the Index 1-66 is 
finished and available now. Fortean life has 
just been made easier. Steve, you're a hero! 
Thanks, also, to all those who ordered early 
and have waited patiently. 

The downside to all this is that protracted 
work on the Index has prevented Steve from 
progressing his other work on the annual 
Fortean Studies. We hope the new volume 
will be available in January, rather than 
November as originally scheduled. 
Apologies to those awaiting delivery. 


REL. Fal Gut 


Jan Bondeson is a doctor and researcher into 
cell biology in the Department of Cell and 
Molecular Biology at Lund University, Sweden. 
He has an abiding interest in medically-related 
oddities and popular beliefs and has sought 
out historical documentation on such matters 
as spontaneous human combustion, giants, 
premature burial, tailed people and other 
gloriously barmy episodes (such as Mary Toft 
who ‘gave birth to rabbits’) for a scholarly 
study called A Cabinet of Medical Curiosities, 
to be published by Cornell University Press. 


Michael Goss received his M.Phil from 
Birmingham University for a thesis on 
Victorian supernatural literature. Having 
retired from teaching English, he and his wife 
are to open The Dancing Goat, a combined 
coffee-house/bookshop, in Fakenham, Norfolk. 
He has contributed many articles for journals 
of folklore and contemporary legend and 15 
noted for two books – Poltergeists: An 
Annotated Bibliography (Scarecrow, 1979) 
and The Evidence for Phantom Hitchhikers 
(Aquarian, 1984) — and the FT occasional 
paper on The Halifax Slasher (1987). 


sagit, X-Wing, Star Wars 


Rebel А. 


indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, Indiana Jones and the Fate of Atlantis 


wage are trademarks of LucasArts Entertaloment Company LLC. 8 


d and Monkey island 2: LeChuck’s 


E 


LLG. Ай rights 


6 Lucas Licensing Ltd. and LucasArts En 


cod Studio's Inc. АЙ rights reserved. © Sensible Ltd. Published under exclusive licence from Sensible Ltd. 


rights reserved Corporation. All rights reserved. © V 


ө Laureatis Corporation 


Joemstng Ltd., used under authorisation. Duna is a t 


a 
8 
3 
3 


E Youbuy 

White Label Doubles. . 
Two great games 
for only £14.99. 


"o 


'You play them 
so much you forget 
to feed the cal. 


‚5 the Animal ` 
l- Welfare League. 


The judge gives you 


| 


Thecateais 
the goldfish. 


7 itimowsyoulibe 0 
angry so it hides in — 
the microwave. 


You pop in 


a meal and switch it ọn. 


| 


| 


six monna A a 


Your cell mate is 
a sixteen stone animal 
rights activist. 


But hey! You've got 


Three minutes later 


the bell rings. 


White Label 
Doubles. 


two great games 
for only £14.99. 


ТШ Indiana Jones and 
recede the Last Crusade ™ 
Fodder 2™ Indiana Jones and 


the Fate of Atlantis™ 


Sam and Max 
Hit the Road™ 
Day of the 
Tentacle™ 


Sorry. 


Rebel Assault™ 


X-Wing™ 
Collectors CD. 


ж 


sidelines. 


FEEL MY TONCUE: Теп people fell 
sick after a cow's tongue found at a 
social services office in Lancaster, й 
California, raised fears of voodoo from М) 
practitioners of the Santeria religion. § 
The names of 14 social workers were 
pinned to the tongue. London Eve. 
Standard, 27 Aug 1997. 


WHALES ALARMED: Car alarms 
on California’s Cadillacs have been going 
off spontaneously, their boots flapping 
open and doors locking and unlocking. At 
first, scientists thought the cars were 
being affected by some kind of military 
radio signal. Then they realised that 
the Cadillacs’ remote controls shared а: 
frequency with whale song and were 
responding to the whales conversing 
deep in the Pacific. Times, 22 July 1997. 


ACRID RAIN: On Friday 13 June, 
Alma Arthurs’s house in Lincoln, New 
Brunswick, Canada, was splattered with 
sticky reddish-brown gunk, which she 
took to be fæces from a passing plane. It 
covered her back yard and much of her 
roof and walls. However, airport officials 
in nearby Fredericton said there were no 
commercial planes in the area at the 
time, and state health officials were 
unable to find traces of fecal matter or 
bacteria in the goo, which remained 
unidentified. North Bay Nugget (Ontario), 
18 June; Vancouver Sun, 5 July 1997. 


AUM DEAR: The Aum Shinrikyo 
doomsday cult is undergoing a revival. A 
total of 427 Aum followers were arrested 
following the 1995 nerve gas attack on 
the Tokyo subway which killed 12 and 
injured thousands, but 138 returned 
to the cult after their release. Aum's 
fortunes changed after a legal panel 
rejected a government request to outlaw 
it. [AFP] 27 Aug 1997. 


NEICH SAVERS: Archaologists at 
Fishbourne Roman Palace in East Sussex 
have found an enigmatic line of horse 
bones stretching over the remains of a 
2,000-year-old military building. The 
22 bones were regularly placed and laid 
parallel at 2ft (60cm) intervals in a line 
about 66ft (20m) long. They have been 
sent for dating, but it is believed they are 
post-medieval, probably 18th-century. 
One hypothesis is that they were some- 
thing to do with drainage. Midhurst & 
Petworth Observer, 7 Aug 1997. 


HAMSTER HEROINE: А hamster 
thought to have perished after saving her 
owners from а fire іп Hamden, 
Connecticut, has been discovered. 
Snowball ^ disappeared after 
waking, seven-year-old Meghan 
Holman, who found flames in 
her bedroom and alerted the 
family. Nine days later, workmen 
found the rodent poking her head 

out of the charred floorboards of 
Meghan's room. London Eve. Standard, 
18 July; NY Daily News. 22 July 1997. 
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fruity frog 


WHEN KEVIN BASTARACHE 
peeled an orange he had bought at 
his local store in Cormierville, 

New Brunswick, Canada, on 10 
September, out hopped an orange- 
coloured frog just over an inch 
(3cm) long. Two days later, an 
expert identified it as a Pacific tree 
frog, found along the American West 
Coast from California to British 
Columbia. It remained a mystery 


how the frog (which has since died) 
got inside the orange. Bernie Gallant 
of the Magnetic Hill Zoo said that 
Bastarache must have overlooked an 
entry hole (in an orange, as he 
peeled if?). Valmond Melanson, 
owner of the store that 
sold the orange, said he 
had never heard of such a 
story before and promised 
to call his supplier in 
Rimouski, Quebec. 
Victoria (BC) Times 
Colonist, 13 Sept 1997. 
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diamond gal 


DIAMONDROSE, a fledgling ех 


has set off in search of the 12 gemstones of the 
Hoshen, the breastplate described in the Bible said 
to have been worn by the high priest in the Temple 
of Jerusalem 3,000 years ago. The diamonds 
symbolise the 12 tribes of Israel. The company was 
set up by Pnina Feldman, who said the idea to find 
the gemstones was based on prophecies from the 


late New York Rabbi Menachem 


the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Although he had never 


visited Australia, Schneerson tol 


magnate Joseph Gutnick, Feldman's brother, а 


the wings 


A FLICHT BY a bird of prey 
ended in a quite staggering 
coincidence... or perhaps an 
example of avian precognition. 
Yaska, a three-month-old 
female Lanner falcon, escaped 
from her tether near Tunbridge 
Wells at the beginning of July. 
She was bred by leading 
conservationist Eddie Hare 
and escaped when he tripped 
while handling her at his bird 
of prey sanctuary, a stately 
home called 


ploration company, 


Mendel Schneerson, 


d the mining 


of chance 


Groombridge Place. Two-and-a- 


half weeks later, on 21 July, 
Yaska turned up 300 miles 
(483km) away at Great 
Harwood, near Clitheroe in 
Lancashire. She was rescued 
by falconer Peter Wall after 
being found in a hedge a 
quarter of a mile (400m) from 
his home. 

A few days earlier, Mr Wall 
had telephoned Mr Hare, 
whom he had never met, to 

arrange a visit 


decade ago that he would find gold and the 

Hoshen diamonds in the outback of Western 
Australia. Gutnick found the gold, but the diamonds 
have proved elusive. 

Feldman's belief that she will find the Hoshen 
diamonds is shared by James Packer, son of the 
media mogul, the billionaire George Soros and 
Australian institutional investors GIO, Bankers 
Trust Australia and Permanent Trustees, all of whom 
are among the venture’s 20 major shareholders. 
Diamond Rose, which made its stock market debut 
on Rabbi Schneerson's birthday, had its shares jump 
from 20 cents to A$1.29 on the first day of trading, 
giving Feldman an instant paper fortune of A$90 
million. [AP] 19 April; Times, 22 April 1997 


to Groombridge Place. The 
meeting was fixed for 22 July 
and, the night before, Mr Wall 
was about to telephone Mr 
Hare to confirm his visit when 
he was called out to Yaska by a 
local gamekeeper. When he got 
home with the bird, he tele- 
phoned the number engraved 
on the leg ring and found he 
was speaking to the man 
whom he was about to phone. 
"I saved myself a phone call 
and he saved himself a trip to 
Clitheroe to pick Yaska ир,” 
said Mr Wall. He took Yaska 
back to Tunbridge Wells the 
next day. London Evening Standard, 
23 July 1997. 
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THIS JUST IN 


HOLD THE FRONT PACE - POST YOUR HOT NEWS TO OUR VIRTUAL REPORTINC CENTRE 


SIX MONTHS ADRIFT 

A Russian man and his son 
landed the crippled 50Н (15m) 
yacht on the Thai holiday 
island of Phuket on 5 October, 
after surviving nearly six 
months (after their supplies ran 
out) on rainwater and fish 
caught using the aerial from 
their broken radio as a spear 
and rod. Vladmir Medvedev, 
44, and his 16-year-old son, 
Maxim, had set sail from 
Russia in August 1995 on an 
around-the-world trip. They had 
sailed to Canada, the United 
States, Brazil and Africa. After 
leaving Cape Town, their yacht 
hit an unknown object in the 
Indian Ocean, damaging their 
engine and leaving them adrift. 
They were underweight and 
dehydrated, but otherwise 
healthy. [R] 8 Oct 1997. Mark 
Pilkington 5 


LOST TRIBE FOUND? 
In an interview published in 
the Oslo paper Dagbladet on 9 
September, Ivar Bjoerklund, an 
anthropologist at the University 
of Tromso in northern Norway, 
said that a tribe of nomads in 
the vast tundra of northwestern 
Russia had escaped the notice 
| of the Soviet authorities. The 
tribe of 200 reindeer herders 
south of Nova Zemlya called 
the Nentser lived by herding, 
fishing and hunting. They had 
avoided Government agents 
during the Soviet era after 
learning that children from 
related tribes were forced to 
attend government boarding 
schools. Bjoerklund discovered 
the extent of their isolation 
| when һе asked the Russian 
| Government to help set up a 
| school for them and was told 
that they did not exist. 

It was subsequently pointed 
out that in April 1933 the 
Soviet Post Office issued a set 
of 21 stamps depicting the 
ethnic groups within the Soviet 
Union. The 10-kopek value 
depicts a fur-clad figure on a 
sled pulled by two reindeer and 
bearing the legend "Nentsii". 
It seems very likely that Nentsii 
and Nentser are the same. 


How could a tribe be forgotten 
by the state bureaucracy? 
Times, 10-23 Sept 1997. 


SATANISTS LOSE WAR 

OF WORDS 

Satanist Michael Aquino - who 
broke from Anton LaVey's 
Church of Satan in 1975 to 
found the Temple of Set - has 
had his suit against his 
Internet service provider (ISP) 
rejected by Superior Court 
Judge David Garcia in San 
Francisco. Aquino and his wife 
alleged that San Diego-based 
ElectriCiti Inc. "breached its 
duty" to them and other 
Internet users by failing to take 
action against an anonymous 
Usenet poster who referred to 
the Aquinos' involvement in a 
ritual child-abuse investigation 
in San Francisco in the 1980s. 
The couple was never charged 
with any wrongdoing. The 
judge ruled that a lawsuit that 
sought to force an ISP to 
silence a Usenet participant is 
barred by a little-known 
Federal Communications 
Decency Act provision that 
exempts ISPs from liability as 
publishers for the statements 
made by subscribers. Source: 
http://www.wired.com/ 2 Oct 1997. 


APE-MAN DISCOVERED 
The elusive Sumatran "wild 
man", the Orang Pendek, may 
have been found. An interna- 
tional expedition has reported- 
ly studied a group of the ani- 
mals at close range, and even 
photographed them. A fuller 
report will appear next month. 
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dolphins tool-up 


AMERICAN SCIENTISTS HAVE spotted five dolphins 
systematically using sponges as tools in Shark Bay, 
Western Australia. Fed up with bashing their snouts on 
the ocean floor, they wear the sponges as crash 
helmets to soften the impact. Dr Rachel Smolker of 
the University of Vermont believes that the female 
bottlenose dolphins are using the sponges to protect 
their snouts from the spines and stings of 
| animals such as stonefish and stingrays when 
they are searching for food on the 
| seabed. They may also drag the 5) 
sponges along the sea floor to stir up S 
prey. Dr Smolker stressed that 
she and her colleagues had NY 
not actually seen the dolphins ©) 
using the tools, but they carry 
the sponges for such lengths 
of time that they must be 
helping them to feed. Dolphins 
have been taught to balance 
objects on their noses, push 
buttons and pull levers, but 
have not been seen using tools 
in groups in the wild before. 
Young dolphins have been seen playing with bits 
of floating seaweed, plastic or netting. New Scientist, 
16 July; Times, O.Telegraph, 17 July 1997. 


sidelines 


DARK SINS: Gangs of Muslim youths 
paraded through the streets of Kaduna, a 
northern Nigerian city, on 17 September 
in protest over an eclipse of the moon, 
which they blamed on the "sins of infi- 
dels". The youths, aged between nine and 
15, chanted "Allah akhbar" (God is great) 
and harassed women customers in hotels 
and beer parlours. [R7 18 Sept 1997. 


DRIVE SAFELY: Priests and police- 
men are levying a "ghost tax" on drivers 
they stop at toll booths in the eastern 
Indian state of Bihar. In return for cash, 
they guarantee that the spirits of drivers 
and animals killed in accidents will 
"spare" the travellers and ensure their 
safety. D. Telegraph, 25 July 1997. 


ANTI-MUCCER: Police in Jamaica 
are baffled by a mugger who assaults 
people and then stuffs $30 into their 
pockets before running away. Sunday 
Mail, 8 June 1997. 


TEE-SER: While playing golf at 
Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, on 24 
August, President Clinton teed off and 
was heard to say, as he watched his ball: 
"Don't go too far right. Sit down, Alice!" 
As none of his companions was called 
Alice, several journalists asked the White 
House if the President gives his golfballs 
nicknames. "Perhaps it's some sort of 
golfing expression,” ventured а 
spokesman. Again, perhaps Slick Willie 
has ап imaginary companion. 
D Telegraph, 27 Aug 1997. 


EICHT TO CO: A nine-week-old kitten 
started to choke on its flea collar, which 
got caught in its mouth on 10 July. 
It then knocked a phone off a table and 
hit a speed dial button programmed for 
911, the emergency number. Dispatcher 
Elena Arroyo at the Hillsborough 
County sheriff's office, north of Tampa, 
Florida, heard the kitten's screech for 
help. The call was traced to a mobile 
home park, where the kitten was 
found and rescued. Vancouver Sun, 
12 July 1997. 


LOVE YOUR JOB: A 
woman won the job of 
gravedigger at a cemetery 
near Florence after all 10 
male candidates failed 
the practical test — 
exhuming a body — 
by fainting on 
the job. Тһе 
Chiesanuova ceme- 
tery's search for a new sexton 
had already been complicated by an error 
in the job advert, which asked for 
necrofili (necrofiliacs) instead of necrofori 
(gravediggers). [R] 30 Aug 1997. 


CROC IN LONDON: A mystery 3ft 
(1m) reptile, believed to be a small 
crocodile or giant lizard, has been spotted 
in Regent's Canal in Hackney, east 
London. Sun, 8 Aug 1997. 
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FIAT OF PIQUE: A vandal in 
Darlington damaged seven Fiats — six 
Unos and one Tipo — in one night by forc- 
ing open the top of the doors and bending 
them outwards. Other makes of car were 
ignored. Northern Echo, -May 1997. 


TALKINC BULL: A rumour spread 
through Port-au-Prince, Haiti, that a 
brown bull on Rue Ovide 9 was talking. In 
no time, a crowd of several hundred 
had surrounded the frightened, scrawny 
animal, trying to coax words from it. 
Gradually, people started throwing rocks 
and beating it with sticks and machetes. 
By the time Canadian peace keepers 
arrived, the bull was making exhausted 
charges at the mob. Finally, the bull's 
owner was convinced to remove the beast 
before someone was gored or the animal 
was butchered for an impromptu 
barbecue. Maclean’s, 11 Aug 1997. 


NICE DEVELOPMENT: A man who 
lost his new camera in the mud at the 
Glastonbury Festival had it returned after 
a woman found it, developed the film 
and recognised him from one of the 
photographs on the dance floor of a club 
in Nottingham. Kirsty Kelly-Lewin had 
picked up Andy Scothern’s camera 
after losing hers the same way. Times, 27 
Aug 1997. 


ON ME ‘EAD! A children's football 
game in the Belgian city of Ghent was cut 
short after police confiscated the round 
object being kicked around the street — a 
human skull. Passers-by had seen the 
children playing with the 100-year-old 
Skull, probably unearthed from a disused 
cemetery during roadworks. Guardian, 
16 Aug 1997. 


EMPEROR'S NEW CLOTHES: A 
young emperor penguin discovered 
recently in the Antarctic was born without 
a tuxedo, so to speak. The first known 
white emperor penguin was discovered by 
Gerald Kooyman from the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography. He said it 
was unlikely that the bird would be seen 
again, because fledged birds embark on 


a migration that can be thousands of 
miles long. Guardian, 12 April 1997. 


IN PRINT: Comic book creator Mark 
Gruenwald's dying wish was to be thrown 
into the pages of his work. After his death 
from a heart attack on 12 August 1996, 
the ashes of the 43-yearold Marvel 
Comics writer and editor were mixed with 
ink and used to print the 12-part comic 
series "Squadron Supreme" as a single 
100-page volume. The Oregonian 
(Portland, OR), 28 Aug 1997. 


UNDUMBSTRUCK: When he saw 
his father drown during a fishing trip, 
nine-year-old Jon Pasko lost the ability to 
speak. He finally broke his silence 24 
years later when he yelled for help after 
failing out of a boat in Sorrento, Italy. 
People, 15 June 1997. 
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ERNST HAECKEL WAS an influential 
populariser of biology in the 19th 
century, as famous in his day as 
Darwin. He coined the word ‘ecology’ 
and constructed the first of the now 
commonplace evolutionary trees. His 
book Weltráse! (The Riddle of the 
Universe), published in 1899, sold 
100,000 copies in its first year. He 
Created the concept of the ‘phylum’ 
(‘stem’) to accommodate all organisms 
descended from a common form, and 
the word ‘phylogeny’ to describe their 
evolutionary development from com- 
mon form to distinct species. Within 
each species, Haeckel suggested that 
'ontogeny' should describe develop- 
ment of individuals from conception to 
maturity and, recognising the parallels 
that exist between the evolution of a 
species and the development of an 
individual, proposed the fundamental 
biogenic law: ontogeny recapitulates 
phylogeny. This was based on the 
observation that an organism seemed 
to pass through all the stages of its 
species's evolution as it grew. 

The theory demanded that as 
embryos, all species look remarkably 


A.Salamander. T.Schildkrote. 


H. Huhn. 


similar; and drawings published by 
Haeckel in 1874 purport to show that 
fish, salamanders, turtles, chickens, 
pigs, cows, rabbits and humans all 
start life as the same simple shape, 
developing their characteristics later. 
The drawings survive in a modified 
form in books as authoritative as 
Gray's Anatomy, Developmental 
Biology, a textbook for medical 
students by Dr Scott Gilbert of 
Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania, 
and The Triumph of the Embryo written 
by Professor Lewis Wolpert in 1991. 
However, Dr Michael Richardson, a 
lecturer at St George's Hospital 
Medical School in London, has shown 
in the August issue of Anatomy and 
Embryology that Haeckel's drawings 
are “one of the worst cases of 
Scientific fraud”. The imposture had 
gone unrecognised for so long, he 
explained, because comparative 
embryology had been out of fashion for 
50 years. With the help of colleagues 
round the world, Dr Richardson 
collected marsupial embryos from 
Australia, Puerto Rican tree frog 
embryos, snake embryos from France 
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pillar of biology shaken 


and an alligator embryo from 
Manchester, among others. He found 
that they differed so radically that 
Haeckel could not possibly have made 
his drawings from life. He had taken a 
human embryo and copied it, 
pretending that all the others looked 
much the same at the same stage of 
development. Haeckel was wedded to 
his hypotheses and made sure that the 
fine detail toed the line. 

Dr Richardson’s revelations have 
met with resistance in Germany where 
biologists rush to the defence of their 
national hero, and in America where it 
is feared that criticising Haeckel will 
give ammunition to the Biblical 
creationists. Dr Scott Gilbert, however, 
says that he will take the drawings out 
of the next edition of his book. 

The crucial issue is that embryos 00 
evolve, precisely the opposite of what 
Haeckel asserted. This could have a 
major effect on evolutionary studies, 
since little effort has been made to 
study evolutionary change at the 
embryonic level. John Reader: Missing 
Links (Collins 1981); Times, 11 Aug; 
Sunday Telegraph, 14 Sept 1997. 
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A rat slam-dunks the ball in a one-on-one with another 
rat during the world’s smallest basketball game. The 
game was played at the Finnish scientific centre Heureka 
in Vantaa on 28 November 1996. 
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sidelines ha! па! you missed sucker! 


ECCS-TORTION: A Buddhist monk 
in Thailand was arrested for fooling 
thousands of people into believing a hen 
had laid a golden egg. Pilgrims flocked to 
Lim Laungpau's temple to see the egg 
and hand over big donations. Some asked 
it to predict lottery numbers. Police 
dipped the egg in turpentine to find it had 
been painted. D.Record, 31 July 1997. 


CASHBACK: It was not long after a 
taxi dropped her off in Manhattan on 12 
July that a 71-year-old woman realised 
she had left her life savings — a leather 
bag crammed with $32,859.05 (£20,500) 
on the back seat. “| felt | would get it 
back,” she said, and her faith was not 
misplaced. The part-time cab driver, 
Qurbe Tirmizi, a 20-year-old student, took 
the bag to the police. Offered a reward, 
Tirmizi replied: “All | need is your 
blessing”. Washington Post, 15 July, 
Guardian, 16 July 1997. 


AND THAT’S MACICK: Father 
Tikhon, the head of the Sretenskiyi 
monastery in Moscow, warned spectators 
to stay away from the shows of American 
magician David Copperfield, who was 
performing in the city’s 850th anniversary 
celebrations. “Your presence during such 
occult performances has spiritual and 
physical consequences that can lead to 
madness and suicide," һе said. [AFP] 
8 Sept 1997. 


BOMBS CONESKI: General Lebed, 
Russia's former national security chief, 
asserts that Russia's military has lost 
track of 100 suitcase-sized nuclear 
bombs. The 1 kiloton bombs, which weigh 
60-100155 (27--45kg) and can fit into а 
suitcase, can kill 50,000—100,000 people 
and devastate a portion of a city. 
Officials in both the USA and Russia 
denied that any nuclear weapon had ever 
come on the black market, although they 
confirmed the existence of portable 
nuclear bombs. Daily Texan, 5 Sept 1997. 


RAIN SUPREME: Farmer Ramappa 
Yelavatti perched on top of a tree for 19 
days to pray for rain in Dundur, his village 
in the Indian state of Karnataka. On 23 
July, the area was lashed by heavy show- 
ers for two hours. Yelavatti climbed down 
and was carried home in triumph on the 
shoulders of his neighbours. He was too 
weak to walk after surviving his vigil on 
tea and tamarind tree leaves. Hong Kong 
Standard, 26 July 1997. 


STERLING EFFORT: A blind man 
stole a car in Strasbourg on 26 July and 
sped off to fulfil his life's dream of 
becoming a racing driver. Although he 
had his sighted girlfriend to give him 
instructions, in 30 seconds Vittorio 
Gassman, 23, wrecked three parked cars, 
flattened a fruit stall, injured a dog, 
smashed a shop window and crashed into 
a lamp post. Gassman, who went blind 
after a decade fighting a chronic eye dis- 
ease, was given a four-month suspended 
sentence. /А/ 31 July 1997. 
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PROVIDENCE EMPLOYED THE classic prayer book 
defence in New Orleans. Two nuns were speaking to 
a policeman in front of the Sisters Servants of Mary 
Convent on 21 April 1994 when a fleeing armed 
robber fired at them several times, apparently 
thinking the policeman was going to give chase. 

A bullet passed through the prayer book of one 

nun, then hit her in the hip. The 38-year-old woman 
was treated at a hospital and released. The gunman 
escaped, but Sgt. Marlon Defillo said police were 
searching for a man wanted in connection with at 
least 16 armed robberies of convenience stores. ГАР) 
24 April 1994. 


RABBIT CATCHER TONY Southwell, 32, of Bassett, 
Southampton, was chasing vermin on a Winchester 
golf course when he spotted a man in combat gear 
running into a copse. The next thing he knew a shot 
rang out and he felt a bullet striking his waist. Fearing 
the worst, he looked down — only to see the shot 
lodged in a rabbit hanging from his belt. The News 
(Portsmouth), 26 Oct 1993. 


PATRICK CAYLE, 33, was on his way to exchange 
$40-worth of losing lottery tickets for new ones when 
he paused to watch a teenage gun fight in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, on 23 April and got caught in crossfire. 
A bullet smashed through a lighter and credit card in 
his shirt pocket before burying itself in the tickets. 
Gayle was unhurt. He passed his tattered wad of 
tickets to the police as evidence, then went to play 
his lucky numbers again. [АР] 29 Jan 1997. 
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son of dartman 


RYAN WINKLER, 19, from Queens, New York, was 
arrested on 26 August for assaulting people with 
darts. In one incident on 5 August, a 13-year-old girl 
was walking at the corner of 69th Place and 59th 
Drive in Middle Village, when a 4.5in (11cm) dart hit 
her in the right elbow; she was not seriously injured 
Less than 20 minutes later, a man was ; 
оп Grand Avenue іп Elmhurst. Four 
other people — an 18-year-old 


A WEEK LATER, a Brazilian lottery ticket seller 
escaped death when four small coins in his breast 
pocket blocked a bullet fired by a man trying to rob 
his store. “These coins are blessed,” said Raimundo 
Dias Carneiro, a middle-aged vendor in Belo Horizonte, 
capital of the south-eastern state of Minas Gerais. 

ІР) 1 May 1997. 


A PENNY PROBABLY saved the life of an unnamed 
36-year-old woman shot while being held hostage by 
a gunman who killed one man and injured another 
during a drugs-related dispute in Handsworth, 
Birmingham, on 21 June 1995. The coin, which was 
in the woman's jacket, deflected the bullet and she 
escaped with bruising. D.Mail, D.Mirror, О. Telegraph, 

23 June 1995. 


A TEENACER WALKED into Jose Fana's grocery store 
in New York and ordered a ham and cheese sandwich. 
Fana, 39, wrapped the sandwich in paper and was 
about to hand it over when the teenager pulled a gun 
and fired. Fana shielded his head with the sandwich 
and escaped with a graze wound to the head. МУ Post, 
27 Mar 1994. 


COOD LUCK DOESN'T always last. Hector Cuevas, 
33, was a Chilean police officer who became a 
national celebrity in November 1995 when a bank 
robber's bullet was stopped by a pen inside his pocket 
and he suffered only an ink stain. On 4 June 1996, a 
eucalyptus tree fell on his squad car and crushed him 
to death. [AP] 5 June 1996. 
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woman and three men — 
were struck in a two-day dart 
spree in the Middle Village and 

Glendale areas on 5 & 6 August. Police 
didn't offer a motive, but said Winkler might 

have been imitating 'Dartman', a stalker 
believed to have attacked at least 55 women ІП 
1990. He hit his targets in the buttocks with darts 
from a blowgun as they walked at night in Midtown 
Manhattan. Another man was arrested for those 
crimes. NY Post, 27 Aug 1997. 
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, a fateful sneeze 


ALAN HINKES ABANDONED an attempt on one 
of the world’s highest peaks after injuring his 
back when the flour on a chapati made his 
sneeze. “Chaos theory, which treats the 
mighty consequences that rise from trivial 
things, is the scientific name for the chapati 
sneeze phenomenon,” observed The Times in 
a leader. Mr Hinkes had been climbing the 
26,660ft (8,126m) Nanga Parbat on the 
Pakistan/Afghanistan border as part of an 
attempt to scale six Himalayan peaks. It 


Jesus one, two, three 


OH LORD: Lo Chi-Je 


“JESUS OF THE EAST” failed to 
make contact with “Jesus of the 
West” in Canada during the sum- 
mer. On 25 June, a nine-year-old 
Taiwanese boy called Lo Chi-Jen 
flew in to Vancouver Airport on Air 
Canada Flight 533 from Los 
Angeles, accompanied by Hon-Ming 
Chen (abbot of an apocalyptic sect 
called God's Salvation Church), Lo's 
family and a handful of followers. 
God's Salvation Church was 
founded by Chen, a pharmacology 
instructor, in Taiwan about seven 
years ago and moved to Texas in 
December 1995, around the time 
that young Lo had told his father, 
Lo Szu-kuan, that God had spoken 
to him and identified him as “Jesus 
of the East”. Lo senior, a 39-year- 
old doctor from Taiwan, insists that 
the boy is a normal youngster. The 
sect claims about 200 members 
divided between Taiwan, San Dimas 
in California and Garland in Texas. 
According to the вес 5 teaching, 
we face “The Great Tribulation” in 
the first half of 1999, when China 


would have made him the first Briton to reach 
the summits of the world’s 14 highest peaks - 


he had already climbed nine of them. 


“The flour covering the chapati got up my 
nose, causing me to sneeze violently and 
strain my back,” he said. “Т was in absolute 
agony and collapsed. I was paralysed - І 
couldn’t even crawl.” Mr Hinkes, 43, from 
Northallerton, North Yorkshire, was rescued 
by helicopter, after spending a week at 
base camp with a short supply of food and 
painkillers. Armed locals robbed him of vital 
equipment. Independent, Times, 31 July; [R] 5 Aug; 
Weekend Telegraph (Australia), 13 Aug 1997. 
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will start a nuclear war in a bid to 
recapture Taiwan. This can only be 
diverted if the Eastern Jesus joins 
forces with the Western Jesus and 
goes to Burnaby Lake in suburban 
Vancouver, where they will be 
united with the original Nazarene, 
who will descend from Heaven in 
clouds of glory and save millions of 
souls — otherwise the millennium 
bash will be rather muted. 

The young oriental Christ, 
dressed in jeans and a shirt with 
the cartoon cat Garfield on the 
pocket, waited in the airport lounge 
in Vancouver with his entourage, 
hoping that his occidental counter- 
part would appear. According to 
Chen's cabalistic reading of 
(unspecified) Biblical texts, “Jesus 
of the West” was Vancouver 
Abraham Lincoln lookalike born 
between October and December 
1969 and nearly 6ft (1.8m) tall. 

Amid gawkers, hecklers and TV 
cameras, a young woman called Stu 
Marvel brought a bowl of lemons 
and demanded that Lo turn them 


into lemonade for everyone in the 
airport as a sign of his divinity. The 
shy little boy with thick-lensed 
glasses toyed with the lemons and 
Ms Marvel left, her scepticism 
intact. A man calling himself David 
approached, saying he had hitch- 
hiked from Chilliwack after a vision. 
"| was called," the 34-year-old said, 
his pupils as big as saucers. “| have 
gone through an awakening." Chen 
declared he was not the one. 

Nearby, a black man calling 
himself Abraham held a staff over 
his head and trembled for several 
minutes while muttering. He then 
said "Shalom" and left. Some of 
the crowd shouted insults. Young 
Lo seemed serene but mildly 
uncomfortable at the attention. His 
only words through an interpreter 
were: “|’m pleased and happy to be 
here." After about four hours, the 
delegation left the airport. 

Following "spiritual" communi- 
cations on 1 July, Chen announced 
that the Western Jesus was the son 
of a businessman who owned 180 
petrol stations. This would surely 
narrow the field considerably 
and culminate in a triumphant 
rendezvous; but by 12 July he had 
still not been found, despite several 
newspaper advertisements. Lo and 
his followers spent the subsequent 
weekend waiting at the end of a 
long spit of land jutting out into 
Burnaby Lake, set in a leafy park 
with water lilies and bullrushes 
pushing out from the shoreline. 
Chen sat on a pillow reading the 
Bible while the children tossed 
uncooked rice at the ducks. "He 
[the Western Jesus] understands 
who he is now," said Chen, "but he 
just needs more courage to come 
here to meet us. We just pray here 
for him." 

The search party from God's 
Salvation Church returned to 
California on 14 July, their mission 
unaccomplished. We can only hope 
that "The Great Tribulation" isn't 
as bad as it's cracked up to be. 
Vancouver Sun, 26 June; Vancouver 
Province, 2 July; Victoria (ВС) Times- 
Colonist, 7-12 July; South China 
Morning Post, 20 July 1997. 
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Б This month, JEFF KOVEN 

79 ploughs the field of misinformation 
fa апа offers a crop of perspectives 

#7 from margin-walkers. Links to all 

à these pages and more can be 

"7 found at Fortean Times Online 

à www.forteantimes.com 
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Эд THE MÜTTER MUSEUM 


: In 1856, Dr Thomas Dent Mütter 

SA suggested that the Philadelphia 
College of Physicians establish 
a collection of pathological 
anomalies. Today, the Mütter 

f — Museum offers one of the finest 

#7 collection of "unique and valuable 
1.1 anatomical and pathological 
materials." Not, er, /ucky enough to 
live in Philadelphia? Visit this site 

2 and savor the rather dry history of 

1 this otherwise arousing collection. 

79 www.collphyphil.org/ 
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A WEIRD RELICIONS 
59 Ап amusing round-up of links to 
Га some two dozen "fabricated" 

* religions, including the MacLuhan- 
у inspired Technosophy ("spiritual 
27 appreciation for technology”) and 
Ыз the satirical Superchurch™. 
7” www.student.nada.kth.se/ 
$ ^nv9l-asa/ weirdness/ 
religions page.html 


; THE MAYA CALENDAR 

© Ask your average Mayan about the 
7  Endof the World, and he's likely 

to talk about the year 2012, 
presumably the last year when the 

final "Sun" will occur. Peter Meyer's 


» Mayan Calendar site discusses not 
“ only the South American system, 
but provides brief, concise histories 
of the Julian and Gregorian 
A calendars. In English and German. 
2  www.magnet.ch/ 
serendipity/hermetic/ 
d cal stud/maya.htm 


(^ JEFF KOYEN is a freelance 
99 writer and publisher of Crank 
(www.crank.com). He lives a 


> terribly ordinary life in New York 


Б City and relies on the fringe 
{ element for entertainment 
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writing is оп the wall for 'Pergousetie' 


he cave of Pergouset in 
Ї the Lot valley of south- 

western France was 
discovered by speliologists in 
1964. Access is very difficult: 
the gallery is long, the single 
passage dips and rises through 
a number of catholes; it is 
narrow, extremely low, hung 
with stalactites and subject to 


periodic flooding. There are 
four small chambers, the walls 
of which have many Palzolithic 
engravings of animals, probably 
from the Magdalenian period, 
some 12,000-15,000 years ago. 
The first three are conventional 
in decoration while the last, 
Room IV, although related in 
style, has a unique bestiary of 


in dank memory 


CEOFF SMITH, 36, of Mansfield in Nottinghamshire, plans to honot 

the memory of his mother, Emma, who was buried alive for 101 4 

in Sun City, Skegness, Lincolnshire, in 1968, by spending six months 

10% (3m) underground іп a steel coffin, beneath 100 tons o 

subterranean feat will also take place in Sun City. He hopes to beat 

the current world record of 140 days held by an American. Visitors 

will be able to glimpse him through a hole in the top of the coffin 
and food will be passed to him through another opening in the 


monsters on its sloping ceiling. 

Among impressionistic 
representations of putative doe, 
bison, reindeer, herons, horses 
etc. the detail transcribed [left] 
shows а long-necked creature 
with a horse-like head which to 
the fortean eye is reminiscent 
of various sea serpent or lake 
monster descriptions. “The very 
long neck is no accident,” 
observes Michel Lorblanchet. 
“The lines have been reinforced 
or re-cut several times and in 
disappearing towards the base 
of the wall they give the figure 
the illusion of rising, or 
springing from the base 
of this incline.” 

Next to this 
creature is a 
“monstrous head” 
that is harder to 
categorise. 

Elsewhere there 

are both less and 

more peculiar 

creatures, 

including one 

that vaguely 

resembles a fox’s head on two 
narrow legs and a headless, but 
well endowed, man [right]. “The 
topography of both room and 
wall creates the illusion that 
these imaginary creatures 
emerge from the darkness of 
the gallery beyond, or the floor 
below, and they are presented 
as half-apparent, half-hidden,” 
writes М. Lorblanchet. “То date 
we know of no other such group 
in Palzeolithic art.” 

Ann Sieveking speculates 
that this wild departure from 
naturalism in Room IV is a 
sign of an “altered state of 
consciousness”, perhaps 
brought on by a psychotropic 


drug - most probably the fly 
agaric mushroom (Amanita 
muscaria). Less likely, but still 
possible, candidates include 
deadly nightshade (Atropa 
belladonna), henbane 
(Hyosycamus niger), mandrake 
(Mandragora officinarum) or 
Syrian rue (Peganum harmala). 
The various species of datura 
are now all considered to be 
historic introductions from the 
New World; there is no good 
evidence for the existence of 
hemp in north-west Europe 
before Anglo-Saxon times; 
while opium has 
a euphoric rather 
than outright 
hallucinogenic 
effect, de Quincy 
notwithstanding. 
There is some 
evidence to 
suggest that 
mind-altering 
drugs were in use during the 
Neolithic and amongst the 
shamanic tribes of Siberia at 
an early date. 

However. Mrs Sieveking 
allows that the monsters of 
Pergouset may simply indicate 
“a propensity to fantasise”. In 
any case, the room is (and was 
at the time of the engravings) 
particularly hard of access and 
therefore not regularly visited, 
so the artist may have felt 
uninhibited by the prospect of 
criticism. There is no doubt 
that the signs and figures are 
integrated into a single design 
and were probably made at the 
same time. Michel Lorblanchet & Ann 
Sieveking. The Monsters of Pergouset. 
Cambridge Archaeological Journal, Vol 7 
рр37-56, April 1997; Nature, Vol.387, 
p.451, 29 May 1997. 
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Alone in the universe? 


Sightings UFOpedia – the complete desktop UFOlogy companion 
will bring themiying Saucers as close as you can bear. 
Richly illustrated with exclusive video footage from the Paramount Sightings 
television programme. 
Eye-witness accounts of sightings, abductions and other unexplained phenomena. 
Government cover-ups and international conspiracies. 
3D ‘Area 51’ that you can explore. 
Comprehensive search facility with over 1,000 sightings. 
Regularly updated on-line database with 1,000 records. 
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LIKE MOTHER LIKE SON: [right] Geoff Smith prepares for burial in 
honour of his mother, Emma, [left] who was interred for 101 days 
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KARL SHUKER 
with the latest 
from planet 
cryptozology 


BORNEO’S ONCE 

AND FUTURE SHARK 

Bearing in mind that most shark species 
are exclusively marine, the finding of 

any freshwater shark is a notable ichthyo- 
logical event, but the discovery made in 
March 1997 by scientists working in the 
Kinabatangan River of Sabah, a Malaysian 
state in northern Borneo, was momentous 
even by these standards. It comprised a 
young female shark, 32in (80cm) long, 
with black beady eyes and a blunt snout, 
which had been captured in the river by 
some local fishermen. When it was shown 
to the scientists from the Elasmobranch 
Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Management project being carried out by 
the IUCN Shark Specialist Group in Sabah, 
they were amazed to see that it bore a 
similarity to a near-legendary species — 
the Borneo river shark. More than 100 
years ago, the sole recorded specimen of 
this shark, known even in taxonomic 
parlance only as ‘Glyphis species В”, had 
been obtained from an unknown river in 
Borneo, after which it had been preserved 
and sent to a museum in Vienna where it 
still resides. Now, however, more than a 
century later, there was at last a second 
specimen and, ironically, there might have 
been even more. Apparently, the fishermen 
responsible for rediscovering this long-lost 
species had caught not one, but several 
specimens of it, as confirmed by photos 
that they had taken of them while they 
were still in the net. Tragically for science, 
however, the fishermen had only retained 
one — discarding all of the others. /UCN 
Press Release, 9 April 1997. 


А MYSTERY 

FROM MASBATE 

In February 1997, the central Philippine 
province of Masbate was the focus of cryp- 
tozoological interest, following the news 
that the carcase of a mysterious sea mon- 
ster had been washed ashore here on 
Christmas Day 1996 in the coastal town of 
Claveria. According to press reports, the 
carcase was of a 26ft (8m)-long 

eel-like creature with a turtle-like head. 

A photograph of its preserved skull, 
vertebrae, and limbs was published in the 
Philippine Star. The photo (which | have 
not yet seen) and portions of its dried flesh 
were presented to various unnamed 
experts for examination, but no-one could 
identify it. According to Philippines 
University zoologist Dr Perry Ong: “Judging 
from what | see now, it's an 

eel-like fish. It must be an ancestral or 
primitive fish. It had fins. But if it’s a fish, 
where are the ribs? It is not a 
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JOHN EDDOWES HAS bowled a googly to the English 
cricketing establishment with his new book, The Language 
of Cricket. His thesis, looked upon favourably by both 
Christopher Martin-Jenkins, cricket correspondent of the 
Daily Telegraph, and Matthew Engel, editor of Wisden 
Cricketers’ Almanack, is that the game was introduced to 
this country by the French. First we lose Stonehenge [see 
ЕТ101:14), now cricket! 

The earliest mentions of the game in England mirror 
the settlements here of cloth-workers from Flanders and 
northem France during the 14th century. One cluster of 
settlements centred on Guildford, where the first written 
mention of cricket is officially recorded. In 1598, John 
Derrick gave evidence during a court case about a parcel of 
land that, as a young man, “he and diverse of his fellowes 
did runne and play there at creckett and other plaies”. 

Mr Eddowes quotes from The Flemish Ancestry of Early 
English Ball Games: the Cumulative Evidence, by Dr Heiner 
Gillmeister: “The early term of cricket goes back to a 
Flemish phrase met de krik ketsen, literally ‘to chase with a 
curved stick’. This was shortened to krikets, which finally 
became cricket.” In the Bodleian Library in Oxford, Mr 
Eddowes found a detail from a 14th-century Flemish 
manuscript [above] depicting a nun throwing a ball at a 
monk, who is preparing to hit it with a stick in front of 
what appears to be a cordon of monastic slip fielders. 
Furthermore, “stump” is in Dutch stomp, but is not found 
anywhere in Anglo-Saxon. Sunday Telegraph, 6 July 1997. 


NEW, TEAM. 


HEADLINES FROM NEWSPAPERS 
AROUND THE WORLD 


FLEEINC ALIENS 
DENIED ENTRY 
INTO TANZANIA 


Daily Nation (Nairobi), 23 Aug 1997. 


-~ FAULTY PARTS BRING 
THE WORLD TO A HALT. 
% Evening Standard, 21 Aug 1996... 


CHRIST RESICNS 
AS POLICE CHIEF . 


Indianapolis Star, 13 Sept 1996. 


DEVIL MAY 
POSTPONE RELEASE 


OF CALICIVIRUS Ї 


The Weekend Australian, 
7-8 Sept 1996. 


BABIESUSED ; 
«  TOSNEAKDRUCS ` 
INTO PRISONS : 


Times, 14 Sept 1996. 
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MILKMAN FINDS LEC Р, 
ч, Northern Echo, 16 Sept 1996. 
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conundrums revealed 


AS HIS FAMILY has done for many generations, 
Bashir Ahmad Reshi, a Muslim cleric, tends the 
tomb in Kashmir believed to be the last resting 
place of the prophet Moses, venerated by 
Christians, Jews and Muslims alike. Known locally 
as Мери Ball, the tomb rests on a mountaintop іп а 
sensitive border area about 34 miles 
(54km) from the Kashmiri capital, 
Srinagar. “About 600 years ago, 
history says that the great Kashmiri 
saint Hazrat Makhdoom visited this 
place along with his close disciple 
Baba Dawood Khaki,” Reshi said. “On 
reaching Bandipore, then called 
Bethpeor, he said: ‘I find smell of the 
presence of some prophet nearby.’ Then 
he climbed to this village, reached 
near this nullah [drain] and 
told Khaki: ‘Yes, it has to be 
somewhere һеге.”” 
According to the Old 
Testament [Deuteronomy 
34:6], Moses was buried “in a valley in 
the land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: 
but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto 
this day”. Those who hold that this is 
Moses’ tomb — accessible only by a steep 
path — point out that Bandipore, the 
nearest town, was known in ancient 
times as Bethpeor. Aziz Kashmir, author 
of Christ in Kashmir, claims that the А 
tomb is indeed Moses’. Не claims that @ 

his thesis is supported by the east-west 

orientation of the tomb and the fact that nearby 
villages have never suffered from natural disasters. 
According to Kashmiri folklore (and writers such as 
A Faber-Kaiser and Aziz Kashmir), Jesus escaped 
the crucifixion and lived in Kashmir where he was 


known as Yusuf Asef and died at the age of 
120. His tomb can still be visited in a crowded 
neighbourhood of Srinagar [FT26:28]. ГАР) 

26 July 1997. 


THE BLOOD OF St Lawrence/Lorenzo, 
martyred by the Roman Emperor Valerian 
in 258 AD, is kept in a church near 

Naples and is alleged to liquefy every year 
on his Feast Day (10 August). This putative 
miracle is less well known than 

“үгт, the liquefaction of the blood of 

St Januarius/Gennaro [А765:367. 

Dr Luigi Garlaschelli of the 

University of Pavia has examined 

the glass phial containing the 

blood and reports in Chemistry 
in Britain that it consists of 
three layers of material, only the 
middle one of which liquefies, 
producing a clear ruby red fluid. 

This really happens, but how? 

Garlaschelli tried shaking, which 
had no effect, and then gentle heat- 

Й ing. At a temperature of 86°F (30°C) 

' the middle layer melted, suggesting 

that the miracle is a simple matter of 

elevating the temperature. He believes 
that it is not blood, which would long 
ago have lost its colour, but a mixture of 
fats, waxes and a red dye. 
The movement of the relic from its usual 

sheltered niche to the altar for the Feast Day 
would perhaps be enough to provide the small 
increase in temperature that is needed for the 

'blood' to liquefy. On the other hand, we can't 

resist adding, a miracle is not ruled out. Times, 

11 Aug 1997. 
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mammal.” Curiously, however, its head 
apparently possessed a blowhole-like 
orifice, resembling that of a dolphin, 
though it lacked the latter’s characteristic 
elongated beak (rostrum). Perhaps the 
most mystifying aspect of all concerned 
the alleged call by some ‘scientists’ for its 
bones to be carbon-dated ‘to 

determine whether the animal is prehis- 
toric’. As evinced, for instance, by the 
presence of dried flesh still attached to its 
carcase, it is clearly not prehistoric. So why 
on Earth would any scientist propose 
carbon-dating it? South China Morning 
Post, 25 February 1997. 


THE DOBHAR-CHU 


30) 


In ‘Alien 700! for £7200, | mentioned that 
the mysterious Irish master otter or 
dobhar-chü was apparently depicted on a 
gravestone in a cemetery in Drummans, 
County Leitrim. What made this so 
interesting was that the gravestone 
belonged to one Grace Connolly, who was 
reputedly killed by a master otter at 
Glenade Lake on 24 September 1722, 
before the creature in question was in turn 
stabbed to death by Grace's avenging 
husband. My source for this information 
was a research paper by Patrick Tohall, 
published in 1948 in the Journal of the 
Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland — 
but what had happened to this cryptozoo- 
logically-significant item of iconography in 
the half-century that had passed since 
then? Did the gravestone, a flag of sand- 
stone, still exist? Or, like a second Irish 
gravestone (at Kilroosk) that had also 
apparently depicted a dobhar-chü at one 
time, had it eventually split and crumbled 
into dust? My fears were unfounded. The 
‘Alien Zoo' item prompted Dave Walsh 

and Joe Harte to seek out the Drummans 
gravestone. Their photos correspond 
precisely with the description in Tohall's 
paper, and depict a large hound-like beast 
whose short otter-like head is thrown back 
across its back, so that it resembles a 
hump. A human right hand, clenched, with 
fingers facing the camera, is depicted 
holding a weapon, which has entered the 
base of the creature's neck. Some 
colleagues have mistakenly assumed that 
the clenched hand was the creature's 
head! However, it is far too small to be 
this, and the additional details described 
by me above can clearly be discerned 
when viewed closely. 
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SIMULACRA 


This wooden hand with cigarette was 
photographed in Еуре, Dorset. by Sam Smith of 
Petersfield, Hampshire 
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monsters of the deep 


ALIEN SEAWEED INVASION 
IN THE 19706, an exotic Pacific seaweed 
was subjected to ultraviolet light, 
aquarium chemicals and human selection 
in Stuttgart's Wilhelmina Zoo. A monster 
hybrid was inadvertently created, which 
escaped and now threatens the whole 
Mediterranean ecosystem. Caulerpa 
taxifolia has elegant, bright green fronds 
and has spawned luxurious meadows 
along the seabed, crawling into ports, 
coves and straits. It appears to be toxic 
to many marine creatures and suffocates 
everything in its path — most worryingly, 
the beds of native sea grass that serve as 
nurseries for many species. The alien 
now occupies more than 8,000 acres 
(3,200 hectares) from the French Riviera 
and Majorca to Italy and Croatia — and 
has more than tripled annually in the 
past three years. 

In its Pacific and Caribbean habitats, 
the seaweed forms small, discrete 
clusters; but the Stuttgart hybrid grows 
up to six times the size, spreads faster 
and dominates its Surroundings. After 
breeding it for several years, the 
Wilhelmina Zoo gave cuttings to other 
aquaria, including those in Paris and 
Nancy. Nancy sent some to the 
Oceanographic Museum of Monaco. Most 
researchers believe it was Monaco that 
let the plant into the Mediterranean when 
cleaning out its tanks. It was beneath the 
seaside museum that the first taxifolia 
plants were spotted in 1984. 

After uprooting all the seaweed off Port 


Sant-Cyprien in 1991, divers found 
the blanket was almost 20 times bigger 
in 1993. The French Navy sent down 
its divers several times to destroy large 
meadows off the city of Hyeres, only to 
find that the blasted weed grew back 
even faster. Thousands of Caribbean 
snails which devour the local taxifolia 
variety have been bred in a Nice 
laboratory and permission is being 
sought from the French government to 
unleash the snail army, but critics 

fear the remedy might cause further 
problems. Marlise Simons in the NY Times, 
via Guardian, 18 Aug; Int. Herald Tribune, 

19 Aug 1997. 


NESSIE MAKES A HUM 
LAST SUMMER, AN unnamed Glasgow 
woman was staying at the Loch Ness 
Caravan and Camping Park at 
Invermoriston. At about 3am on 9 August 
she was awoken by a resident flock of 
ducks squawking and quacking and 
splashing about on the calm surface 

of the loch. Then she heard a humming 
noise, which she said bore no 
resemblance to a boat or car engine. 
She was too scared to leave her tent 
and investigate. 

The mysterious hum was close to where 
an angler claimed to have had a scary 
nocturnal experience three years ago. He 
dropped his rod and fled after a large 
black beast with a head like a rhino broke 
the surface and started swimming in his 
direction. Dundee Courier, 11 Aug 1997. 
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FORTEAN FOLLOW UPS 


Іп which we retum to some of the tales reported in the pages of Fortean Times to find out what happened next. This month 
we revisit some well intentioned, but misguided charity crisp packet collectors and pick up the trail of the head of Yagan 


DELUDED, BUT IT’S FOR 
CHARITY [ЕТ99:2П] 

The delusion that 
collecting intrinsically 
worthless items can 
raise funds for charity 
continues to plague the 
nation. In the first four 
months of 1997, it was 
(yet again) Walker’s 
Crisps packets to 

help fund medical 
treatment for a little 
boy with a hole in the heart. A huge local 
network — schools, hospitals, hotels, army 
camps and a police station - in Dorchester, 
Weymouth and around the Southwest was 
organised in good faith by Derek Pearce of 
Cerne Abbas in Dorset. Walkers, based in 
the Midlands, have been quelling similar 
rumours for several years and (as one would 
expect) have not traced any to their source. 

By July, Eleanor Mills from Gilmerton, 
Edinburgh, had collected a total of 250,000 
barcodes from cigarette packets over the 
past three years. She was one of dozens 
of people who thought that sending them 
to Imperial Tobacco would help raise funds 
for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. The 
Society's national director of marketing, 
one Ken Walker (can this be a lexilink clue 
of some kind?) said: "This is unusual 
because it seems so pointless." Alas, not that 
unusual at all, Ken! 

Meanwhile, a poster appeared at the head 
office of the Dover-based ferry firm of P&O 
saying that a pregnant woman urgently 
needed a special operation in America to 
save her unborn baby and that Walkers had 
agreed to pay for the flight and the operation 
if locals could collect the baby's weight in 
crisp packets. Children at Harcourt Primary 
School in Folkestone started collecting in 
earnest only to learn about the ubiquitous 
"cruel поахег”. 

By mid-August, Terry Winter and his 
wife Carol, of Highworth, near Swindon, 
had collected hundreds of empty cigarette 
packets in two bin bags and 14 carrier bags, 
in the hope of raising money for the 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance Appeal - and they 
don't even smoke! A colleague of Carol's 
used to collect the packets and allegedly 
exchange them for cash, but the Winters 
had since lost contact with this person 
and appealed in their local paper for any 
information about where to send their 
mountains of rubbish. We suspect they were 
disappointed. 

The Craig Shergold story [see FT59:26] 
continues unabated. In 1989, nine-year-old 
Craig was in the Royal Marsden Hospital in 
London suffering from a brain tumour, 
believed to be terminal. His family had 
arranged for a lot of get-well cards to be sent 
in to cheer him up and someone suggested 
that Craig should try and get into the record 
books as the recipient of the largest number 
of get-well cards. By May 1990 he had 
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received 16,250,692 cards, a total forever 
immortalised in the 1991 Guinness Book of 
Records. An American billionaire arranged 
for Craig to have surgery in Virginia and the 
tumour was successfully removed. 
However, the relentless flood of post 
from all over the world continues to this 
day, fuelled by chain letters and internet 
postings. Craig has become a major star on 
the infobahn. Shergold became Sherford, 
Shepherd, Sheffield, Sherwood, and even 
Gary Richards. His name may be protean, 
but, like Peter Pan, he remains a little boy 
for ever. The appeal mutated into calls for 
postcards, and latterly, business cards. The 
latest chain letter, circulating in Aberdeen 
last August, begs for compliment slips. 
Newspapers' attempts to stem the 

torrent are quite ineffectual. The Shergold 
household in Surrey has its own postcode, 
continues to receive about 10,000 letters a 
day and feels obliged to go through them in 
case there is any money (which they pass on 
to charity) or important personalletters. The 
chief beneficiary of this lunacy, of course, is 
the Royal Mail. Dorset Eve. Echo, 19 May; Basingstoke 
Gazette, 30 May; Edinburgh Eve. News, 14 July; Dover 
Express, 7 Aug; Aberdeen Eve. Express, 8 Aug; Swindon 
Eve. Advertiser, 12 Aug 1997. 


BRINC ME THE HEAD 
OF YACAN (РТ/01:15| 
The wooden box 
containing the head 
of the Aborigine chief 
Yagan Kaat was located 
by sonar scan and 
disinterred from 
Everton cemetery on 
14 August on behalf of 
Ken Colbung, leader 
of the Bibulum tribe 
who claims descent 
1 from Yagan. This was done 
without disturbing the graves of 22 stillborn 
babies and children buried on top of the box. 
The chief’s head was all set to be returned to 
Australia for burial with the rest of his body 
when Corrie Bodney - а Ballaruk tribal 
elder who claims to be Yagan’s oldest living 
relative - sought an injunction to prevent 
this happening. On 25 August, the Australian 
government assured the Western Australia 
Supreme Court that it would no longer 
assist in the transfer of the head, effectively 
ending Colbung’s state-funded campaign. 
Bodney accused those involved in the 
expedition of “trying to sneak away in 
the middle of the night to beat me” and of 
wishing to “make Yagan part of their circus" 
He also maintained that the "tradition" ў 
which dictated that Yagan’s head needed to 
be reburied with his body was “made up” 
Despite these objections, Colbung flew into 
Perth airport on 1 September, carrying the 
head in a casket wrapped in a kangaroo skin 
cloak, or booka. Bodney had threatened to 
bash opposing elders over the head with a 
dowak (a traditional fighting stick), but we 


are unaware if this threat was carried out. 
However, a bronze statue of Yagan was 
decapitated and the head could not be found 

The preserved head of a 50-year-old Maori 
man was exhumed during the search for 
Yagan's head and now Tau Henare, New 
Zealand's Maori Affairs Minister, and four 
other Maoris plan to visit Britain to retrieve 
about 200 tattooed heads of Maori warriors 
acquired by museums in the last century. 
The trip will be funded by the New Zealand 
Government. Times, 15+26 Aug; D. Telegraph, 15430 
Aug; NY Daily News, 27 Aug; Guardian, 27 Aug + 8 бері; 
The Australian, 3 Sept 1997 


PENIS-SNATCHINC 
PANICS [FTIO3:IZ] 
Тһе fear of vanishing 
family jewels continues 
to waft around West 
Africa. In late July 
and early August, 
lynch mobs in 
Senegal burned 
and beat to death at 
least eight alleged 
sorcerers (all from 
African countries) 
suspected of having 
the power with a mere handshake of making 
a penis vanish or shrink. More than 30 other 
people were seriously injured. Papers in 
Dakar published pictures of suspected 
"genital thieves" killed by angry crowds 
and Le Matin asked in a banner headline: 
“Have we lost our common sense?" Three 
of the deaths were in Dakar, while Le Soleil 
reported that five people from Niger 
had been killed by mobs in Ziguinghor, 
southern Casamance province. [R] 2 Aug; 
[AP] 5 Aug 1997. 


THERE'S A FLYIN’ MARSUPIAL (Р7/03:81 
Тһе elusive kangaroo hopping around 
Vàrmland in Sweden wasn't seen after 
3 June; but in late July local tourist _ 
guide Renate Heidkamp of Hagfors said 
she had sold more than 500 T-shirts with 
a kangaroo printed on them, along with 
kangaroo-shaped gems and other bric-a-brat 
Then оп 7 August Ann-Christin Karlsson 
was certain she had seen a kangaroo- at 
about 328ft (100m) - west of Askersund ІП 
southern Närke province. Later in the | 
month, a married couple from Vansbro In 
western Dalarna claimed to have seen a 
kangaroo on a forest road near the Grucka 
mill west of Vansbro. Sydsvenska Dagbladet, 30 E. 
24 Aug; Expressen, 9 Aug 1997. 


CHEW CUM, TURN ON [F7/03:/2] 

Azzam Azzam, 34, an Israeli Druze accus 
of spying for Israel by receiving State sec 
written on underwear in invisible ink from 
an Egyptian called Emad Ismail, was 
sentenced to 15 years with hard labour. | 
Ismail got 25 years. The two female Israeli 
Arabs also accused were jailed for 25 yea" 
1n absentia. [AFP] 1 Sept 1997. 
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sheep gas attack on New Zealand 


RESEARCHERS IN NEW Zealand have built a tower to measure one of the 
great blow-backs of a high-fibre diet: methane. Sheep eat grass and then 
ruminate, surrendering digestion to billions of microbes in the stomach. 
Then each one belches and farts 19 litres of methane a day into the 
atmosphere... and there are 50 million of them, as against 3.7 million 
humans. New Zealand emits, per head of the population, eight times 
the average amount of methane for developed countries. 
ВИКР/ Methane is a powerful agent of global warming: опе 
“> 
= 


molecule is 21 times more potent than a molecule of 

carbon dioxide, the chief greenhouse gas. It wafts 

upwards from compost heaps, rice paddies and marshes. 
Cattle, water buffalo and termites belch huge quantities. 
And then there are the sheep. 

New Zealand researchers have found a flat paddock with 
prevailing winds and have built a tower downwind of the 
sheep with sensors to measure wind, temperature and 
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Rollright Stones sold off 


THE ROLLRICHT STONES, one of Britain's 
most famous sacred sites, have been sold 
to a pair of financial traders. It was 
announced on 22 August that Nick 
Cavalla, 38, and Nat leRoux, 40, had been 
successful in their bid for the stones; the 
final price was £60,000. The pair had 
reportedly decided to bid "on a whim" 
as they had previously enjoyed visiting 
the site. A number of groups had been 
bidding. Fortean Times had given 
assistance and support to a bid from the 
Earth Mysteries group the Dragon Project 
Trust; their intention was to deed the site 
toatrust created to conserve the site while 
exploring its historical and archaeological 
significance. As mentioned last month, 
the other main bid came from a local 
consortium known as the Rollright Stones 
Appeal, with reports of bids by various 
minor celebrities. 

Inevitably, the whole process thus far 
has been fraught with in-fighting and 
controversy. When the Rollright Stones 
Appeal (RSA) announced their intentions, 
a local vicar took great umbrage, particu- 
larly at the involvement of the Sacred 
Lands Project in the bid. The Rev Stephen 
Weston, vicar of Chipping Norton, felt 
uneasy that the Sacred Lands Project - 
launched in April by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury - were helping out an organi- 
sation whose members seemed keen to 
allow pagan worship at the stones. He 
went so far as to denounce the bid from 
the pulpit, after warning parishoners that: 
"We have a history of witchcraft in this 
area. I have seen the forces of evil at 
work. They can consume 
people and destroy 
lives" However, а 
spokesman for Rev 
Weston's diocese said 
that he felt it would be a 
“good resolution" if a local 


community organisation became respon- 
sible for the stones' upkeep and pointed 
out that "the church is part of the local 
community and would benefit from being 
involved". 

Support for the RSA came from the 
unlikely source of fantasy novelist Terry 
Pratchett, who not only offered to help in 
any way he could, but actively supported 
the resumption of pagan worship at 
the stones. "The stones are folklore 
solidified,” he said, “and are far more than 
museum pieces to be seen only by 
tourists. I live near Stonehenge and find it 
curiously sterilised. Га personally draw 
the line at human sacrifice, though." 

Since the sale of the stones was 
announced, the chaos has moved to a 
whole new level The choice of new 
owners seems to have shocked many 
involved in the bidding; moreover, in the 
absence of much hard information, the 
rumour mill is kicking into overdrive. It is 
widely thought that the new owners will 
be forming a trust to administer the 
stones andthe grapevine has it that a local 
archaeologist and prominent members of 
both the RSA and Dragon Project Trust 
have been contacted by the new owners 
with a view to overseeing the new 
trust. More alarmingly, it has also been 
suggested that the new owners will make 
any new trust repay them the full value of 
the stones, which raises major questions 
about their selection as new owners. 

Тһе sale was finalised in mid-September. 

Тһе new owners are reported to have 
begun to assemble their management 
committee, largely from former 

members of the Rollright Stones 
Appeal. Sunday Times, 25 May; ITV 
Teletext News, 22 Aug 1997. 


draw the line at human sacrifice" 


methane. Other researchers are examining individual sheep in 
order to identify the factors that affect methane production, 
potentially allowing them to breed for low methane production. 
They've fitted a sampler device over their noses and mouths, as 
98 per cent of the gas is released in belching. Respiratory cham- 
bers can be used to test emissions from the other end, but the 
team was not testing flatulence. D. Telegraph, Guardian, 27 Aug 1997. 


just bugging art 


THESE CONSTRUCTIONS WERE made by Jan Fabre 
and exhibited in the Entwistle Gallery in London from 
21 March to 3 May. Decomposition made for quite a 
stench, but the crowds still swarmed in. We're told 
that: "The hollow figures are based on folklore and 
combine the beauty of the shining carapaces with the 
a horrific suggestion of 
| deadly infestation. 
4 Intended to represent 
| the process of death 
and rejuvenation, 
UB content follows form 
2 as the death of the 
bugs causes other- 
worldly figures to rise 
up and intoxicate 
art-lovers." Hmm... 
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BOTH PICTURES. 
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IN OCTOBER 1994, lights appeared under the 
water for a few hundred yards along the Mekong 
River near Nongkai, Thailand, during a full moon. 
They rose from the bottom of the river and floated 
to the surface, then shot like missiles into the sky 
and out of sight. They were the size of beach balls, 
and many flew out of the water every few minutes, 
surfacing about ЗОН (10m) apart. The European 
witnesses were told this happened every year at the 
same time. Local folklore explained it as a serpent 
releasing her eggs. 

This phenomenon is similar to the ignis fatuus 
or will-o-the-wisp resulting from the spontaneous 
combustion of marsh gases. For many years the 
active ingredient was thought to be hydride 
diphosphane — a highly reduced compound of 
phosphorus — which exerts a high vapour pressure 
at between 68°F and -22'F (20°С and -30С) 
and spontaneously combusts in air at quite low 
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bubbling rivers of 


concentrations. Earlier this century, scientists 
discounted the possibility that this compound 
could be formed by natural bacterial action, on 
thermodynamic grounds. But more recent work 
has shown that such reduced compounds do exist 
in decaying, phosphorus-rich organic matter and 
their effect can be seen in the “corpse candles” 
reported in churchyards. 

Gases forming in the presumably anoxic muds 
of the Mekong would not come into contact with 
sufficient oxygen for underwater combustion; but 
phosphorus vapour is luminescent and may easily 
form through diphosphane decomposition. 
Alternatively, the phenomenon might be caused by 
phosphorescent bacteria, a few species of which 
are thought to be soil-inhabiting. The dramatic exit 
of the gases is not without precedent and there are 
many remarkable descriptions extant. Allan 
Pentecost, writing in New Scientist, 6 Sept 1997. 
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IF YOU STRIKE a match and toss it into the 
Cataract River in New South Wales at a spot near 
Wollongong called Cataract Gorge, the water is 
liable to burst into flames up to 20in (0.5m) high. 
There are worries about bush fires and injuries to 
children. After a three-month study, the CSIRO 
(Australia's national research organisation) said 
that coal mining beneath the river is to blame. The 
mine, operated by BHP, Australia's largest 
company, is fracturing sandstone layers that trap 
large amounts of gas. 

The flammable mixture, mainly methane with a 
little carbon dioxide and other trace gases, is 
bubbling into the river at a rate of about 35 pints 
(20 litres) a second. The bubbles are surfacing 
over а 1648 (50m) stretch of river. Once lit, 
the gas will burn until the fire is put out. The 
phenomenon is expected to last for up to a year. 
New Scientist, 16 Aug 1997. 


ІМ SO LONESOME I COULD CRY: Elvis impersonator Toon Nieuwenhuisen points to his white statuette of the 
King of Rock & Roll, which he claimed had started weeping shortly before the 20th anniversary of his death 
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MARLENE CORRICAN, FROM Е! 
Cerrito, California, allowed her daughter 
Christina to eat herself to death on 19 
November 1996. The 13-year-old 
weighed 68016 (308kilos) and had lived 
nude on the living room floor in front of 
the TV, covered in a sheet. Her thighs 
were 54in (137cm) in circumference. 
She was surrounded by fried chicken 
boxes and hamburger wrappers and 
covered in bedsores, bugs and faeces. 
Her brother said he had not seen her 
stand up for a couple of months. The 
caused of death was heart failure due 
to morbid obesity. Mrs Corrigan had 
done nothing to curb Christina's weight 
since abandoning visits to a nutritionist 
when the girl was seven. Seattle Times, 
18 July; Express, 22 July; ГАР) 14 Aug 1997. 


` ANNEMARIE JONES, 37, a machinist 
from Birmingham, with taken to Selly 
Oak hospital on 12 July with abdominal 
pains and died shortly afterwards. 

Surgeons found her false tooth and its 
dental plate (the size of a palm) in her 


@we ENTHUSIAST NEIL SIMMONS 
REGULARLY HOOTED AT OWLS HE 
BELIEVED ROOSTED iN AN OAK. 


TREE ІМ HiS GARDEN IN 


y 


кү ЕТТУ 


БЭЭ 
23 


вати 


- 
І 


{т So HAPPENED mar 
Мен NEIGHBOUR, FRED 
CORNES, WOULD КЕМЕ 
PLAYFULLY RESPOND. WHEN 
HE HEARD THE OWLS.., 


mUNTiL ONE DAY, 
THE MENS WIVES 
BEGAN CHATTING 


inflamed lower colon — they had failed 
to spot it on the X-rays. Three months 
earlier it disappeared and she thought 
she had lost it, according to her brother, 
Francis. Guardian, D.Telegraph, Mirror, 29 
July 1997. 


WHEN A WINDOW DRESSER collapsed 
face down on a bed and died at work, 
shoppers in Johannesburg thought he 
was a mannequin. The truth emerged 
three days later when a passer-by 
complained the display was in bad 
taste. D.Mail, 23 Aug 1997. 


VERNON SUCKERLOG (or Suchard or 
Serlog), 65, from Birmingham, Alabama 
(or from Arkansas), had collected his 
toenails for 55 (or 40) years and had 
stored four tons of old clippings in his 
attic. One night, he was having his 

bath when the ceiling collapsed, 
showering him with old toenails and 


killing him instantly. His wife seemed 
unsympathetic. “He only married 

me because |’m a trained pedicurist,” 
said Sally-Anne Suckerlog. Do you 
believe a word of this? Scotsman, 18 July; 
D.Star, 19 July; Sunday Sport, People, 

20 July 1997. 


PHILIPPA EVELEICH, 49, noticed her 
car rolling forwards in a car park in 
Marlborough, Wiltshire, and reached 
over to apply the handbrake. In so 
doing she bruised her arm and after 
four days the bruise became painful. 
She was given painkillers and her 

arm put in a sling, but her condition 
deteriorated and she died in hospital 
three days later. 

Home Office pathologist Albert 
Goonetilleke said the cause of death 
was a fat embolism (fat cells had burst, 
releasing them into the bloodstream). 
"|t is very, very rare," he told the 
inquest in Swindon. “| have only seen 
it three times in ЗО years' practice." 
D.Mail, D.Telegraph, 4 July 1997. 
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MICHAEL СО55 DESCENDS INTO THE SUBTERRANEAN TUNNELS OF LONDON IN 
SEARCH OF LOST TRIBES OF CANNIBALS AND SEWER-PICS, BUT UNCOVERS 
SOME HOME TRUTHS ABOUT URBAN MYTHS. ILLUSTRATIONS BY FABRICE 
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or the past 10 years, on and 

off — it might be closer to 

12 — | have been trying to 

catch up with the London 
subterraneans; they are a 

race of people — human, but 

barely human, by all accounts - who 
inhabit the vast and fabulous kingdom 
that lies beneath the streets of London. 
You must understand that they are 
not representatives of the desperate, 
homeless poor, nor are they thrill-seeking 
interlopers indulging in the frisson that 
comes from being where they aren't 
supposed to be and where most of us 
sanitarily-minded folk wouldn't want to 
go. They are distinct from the Parisian 
punks who hold parties and paint murals 
in the catacombs all night and are back 
with mama et papa by day, for instance. 
The London sub- 
terraneans аге 
real troglodytes, 
born and bred 
down below and 
seldom if ever 
coming to the 
surface. They are 
ап evolved ог 
perhaps devolved 
species: stunted, 
secretive, foul, 
ruinous. They've 
probably long 
forgotten how to 
speak English; it's even likely that they've 
developed their own gutteral and ghastly 
language by now — if they've been under 
London for as long as popular lore avers. 
| have never seen one of these subter- 
raneans, nor so much as met a person 
who has seen one. These troglodytes exist 
in that nebulous quasi-material form that 
is part-rumour, part-legend (or, as some 
folklorists say, "rumour legend"). Much 
the same is true for all the things that live 
down below in subterranean London 
beside them. There are rats, needless to 
say; in the popular imagination these are 
not the common rats known from the 
alarming plague reports, but “monstrous” 
or "killer" rats of phenomenal size, 


intelligence and ferocity. They're planning 
a James Herbert-style blitzkrieg and you 
and | will be the victims. 

Then again there are the sewer-pigs, if 
the rats haven't eaten them; | believe that 
some Londoners still talk of them, even if 
they can't entirely believe in them. There 
are other strange sights, too: walled-up 
trains with cargoes of skeletons still 
wearing what remains of their by-now 
antique clothing; deserted stations with 
chocolate machines vending Fry's Five 
Boys bars; secret bunkers; lines that 
divert to avoid plague pits; lost trains 
and tracks that go nowhere due to terrible 
events, the truth of which will never be 
found in official records. 

There are, however, no alligators. The 
troglodytes and the rest are London 
legends; to find sewer-alligators you 
would have to go elsewhere, for they seem 
to be a peculiarly American urban legend. 
Perhaps even the temperature-stable 
sewers of London would be too cold for 
alligators, factual or legendary, to survive 
a winter (the same might well apply 
to the US, but we'll let that pass). 
Besides, who needs sewer-alligators when 
you have sewer-pigs? 

Legends are a kind of imagined history. 
They take actual historical events (the 
Great Plague, the Blitz), historical char- 
acters (Guy Fawkes, Winston Churchill) 
and historical locations (the Tower, 
Tyburn, Berkeley Square) and graft onto 
them adventures which the historians 
either doubt ever happened or deny out- 
right. Frequently, too, they encapsulate 
explanations. Why does Glasgow's 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum have 
an entrance far less impressive than its 
exit — almost as if the place had been 
built back to front? Aha! That's because it 
was built back to front — the builders 
misread the plans and the architect 
supposedly shot himself. 

Local historians will tell you that it 
didn't happen like that; there was no 
misreading, no error and odd though 
it might appear to modern tastes, 
Kelvingrove was built perfectly and 
according to plan. Local legend doesn't 


care for that. There are plenty of people 
who prefer to believe in the builders' 
blunder. Do we literally believe legends? 
Perhaps not, but we don't need to. If 
people become upset when you offer a 
correction, it's because you've challenged 
an article of faith... of tradition. Legends 
are part-history, but mostly imaginative 
recreation. We fill in the gaps between the 
fact of what is known with little stories 
about what might have happened. When 
a story has passed around long enough, 
we tend to treat it as historical fact and to 
cling to it, not least for its amusement 
value. Legends help to brighten up 
history considerably. 


nd so back to the London 

subterraneans. | can't 

recall when or where | first 

heard about them and 

that's bad form for some- 

body who's supposed to 
make notes on place and provenance as a 
matter of routine. All | know is that | seem 
to have been aware of the troglodytes for 
a very long time and that everyone else 
Іме found who is aware of the same 
legend is equally vague about where they 
came by it. 

The subterraneans seems to be a 
deceptively playful kind of London 
legend: the sort which narrators repeat 
with disparaging amusement, but which 
cries out to be believed. It is fairly 
consistent, as such legends go. The 
underground race evolved from a small 
group of humans who fled below out of 
desperation — outcasts from society, 
perhaps, who had nowhere else to 80: 
Feeding on unspeakable pabulum, they 
adapted and survived down there, the 
adaptations including a reversion to near 
bestial form and a gradual loss of English 
speech. They prowl the sewers and 
railway tunnels showing themselves a5 
little as possible. They might be pitied, 
except that (tacitly or explicitly) the 
legends make them ferociously antago- 
nistic towards us. They probably eat the 
sandwiches and burgers we discard and it 
is "widely believed" that they also eat 
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tramps, drunks and other isolated late- 
night commuters. Now you have another 
good reason for avoiding the Northern 
Line after rush hour. 

The story-type has supplied at least one 
film with its plot, 1972's Death Line 
which opens with a bowler-hatted City 
businessman foully done away with at 
Russell Square station and climaxes with 
the hero confronting — or confronted by — 
the last surviving subterranean in the 
usual horror movie fashion. By this stage 
you might find Trog as much an object of 
pity as of terror or revulsion: the terminal 
point of an evolutionary cul-de-sac which 
began in 1892 when eight men and one 
woman were trapped by a tunnel cave-in. 
As per legend, they adapted to life in 
subterranea at the cost of language; the 
last of their number is reduced to 
gibbering a phrase that repetition decodes 
as "mind the doors". 


ne person | know of 
claims to have met 
the lost subterranean 
Londoners and he is 
fictitious, too. David 
Mummery, a central 
figure in Michael Moorcock's 1988 novel 
Mother London, is a freelance writer who 
has been intrigued by the legends of the 
great city from an early age. While 
working on a book about the lost tube 
lines "whose maps exist only in Masonic 
libraries", he learns of "a forgotten 
troglodytic race that had gone under- 
ground at the time of the Great Fire, 
whose ranks have been added to periodi- 
cally by thieves, vagabonds and escaped 
prisoners, receiving many fresh recruits 
during the Blitz when so many of us 
sought the safety of the tubes". 
Mummery investigates the Fleet sewers 
with the help of fisherman’s waders and 
frogman's apparatus. He nearly catches 
sight of the legendary sewer-pigs; he 
finds (on subsequent trips) “the frozen 
ghosts of 


Metropolitan 
platforms” 
and even 
Skeletons. 


But the 

troglodytes 

remain aloof 

until he 

lures them 

1 бу leaving 
[2 gifts of food, 

: books апа 

radios. In 

September 

1964 he is rewarded by the glimpse of 
shadowy, black-clad simian figures who 
speak in gutteral tones. Since they refuse 
to take him to their inner sanctum, he 
follows them secretly one night. Oddly 
enough, the pursuit ends with the trogs 
(who can speak English, at least when 
they think Mummery isn't around) 
emerging topside through a manhole 
cover near Fulham Town Hall: “As | made 
forays into their world, so they made 
forays into mine. Sadly (1] saw only a 
couple of schoolboys sheltering from the 
rain. When they noticed me they yelled 
something and ran away.” The hero, we 
deduce, has been conned — though he 
clings to his belief in the subterraneans. 
Mother London is fiction, but it’s also a 
beautiful hymn to the sensitive processes 
which give birth and strength to urban 
legends. “By means of our myths and 
legends we maintain a sense of what we 
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are worth and who we аге,” Moorcock 
concludes. The legends are a romantic 
response to our perception of the city. 

But his novel also seems accurate in its 
use of legends. Some folklorists fear 
literary contamination of oral narratives; 
the appearance of a legend in print tends 
to fix its form. Worse, perhaps: fiction 
provides facile plots which narrators 
borrow, with the result that we can't be 
sure that what we hear is a "genuine", 
told-as-believed story rather than some- 
thing copped from a book, from a TV 
movie, or both. This, it can be argued, 
vitiates the credibility of legends; if the 
audience recognises the storyline in a 
novel or film, they tend to treat the tale as 
fiction and therefore disregard it as a 
putative fact. In the long run this might 
not matter. Folk-narratives are seldom 
‘pure’ and these ersatz legends might in 
time become valid articles of belief. 

More certainly, there are hints that 
Londoners have become too sophisticated 
to believe in legends based on anecdotal 
evidence. Has anyone heard the sewer 
pigs rumour legend recently told as an 
article of faith, or at least as something 
the narrator repeated because someone 
else evidently or supposedly believed it? 

Probably not — the story has a distinct 
pre-20th century aroma. It was publicised 
when Henry Mayhew, who was by way of 
being an authority on sewer lore, recorded 
it in his London Labour and the London 
Poor (1851 onwards). As related among 
the toshers — ragged folk who penetrated 
the sewers Clandestinely to scavenge 
metal, rags, coals or anything vaguely 
saleable — there was “a race of wild hogs 
inhabiting the sewers in the neighbour- 
hood of Hampstead”, descendants of an 
original Pregnant sow who had wandered 
into the system and stayed there. Feeding 
on offal washed down from the streets, 
her Progeny thrived and bred until (in oral 
tradition) they were ‘as ferocious as they 
[were] numerous’. The Sewer-pigs were 
trapped. Theoretically, they could have 
followed the southward course of the 
underground River Fleet all the way down 
to where It debouched into the Thames 
(which was where many toshers entered 
the system before iron gratings were 
erected), but pigs don't reason like 
human beings. Mayhew learned that 
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although pigs swim well they will only 
swim against the current. Any pig that 
started to follow the Fleet down from 
Hampstead would inevitably turn back 
when it felt the current pulling it south. 

The sewermen to whom Mayhew spoke 
had never seen any of these subterranean 
swine. "The reader of course can believe 
as much of the story as he pleases," he 
ended judiciously. But perhaps wide- 
spread belief in them as possibilities was 
waning by the mid-I9th century. 


he story not only smacks of a 
pre-Victorian genesis, but 
might depend on one for 
whatever credibility it once 
had. Even as Mayhew wrote 
there were still London sewers 
open to the sky; it's a matter of historical 
record that before the Fleet was finally 
paved over access to it was quite possible 
and that livestock was kept on its banks, 
particularly around Smithfield. The idea 
of a pig wandering into a covered section 
of the sewer is not ludicrous. The more 50 
as a remarkably plump boar was captured 
as it came out of Fleet Ditch after five 
months’ liberty from a butcher's shop; it 
had fattened up from a value of 10 
shillings to two guineas. Had it, as was 
assumed, spent those months hiding In 
the sewers? This incident occurred ІП 
1844: well within Mayhew's lifetime. 

Mayhew wasn't a fervent believer ІП 
sewer-pigs, then, but you don't need to 
believe in legends to retell them. Many 
narrators preface their accounts in Ways 
that strongly imply that they don't believe 
what they are saying. What matters more 
is that the tale-teller balances the thing 
with a gesture towards independent 
corroboration: for example, by the gambit 
that goes: “I’m not saying | believe it, but 
there was this story in the papers..." [tS 
also important that the audience suspend 
disbelief while listening. 

Like the sewer-pigs, the walled-UP 
trains and all the rest, the subterraneans 
legend is a response to a familiar citys 
fabulous unknown quarters. It manifests а 
certain fear of what might be down there: 
a sort of magical contrast with what we 
can see and touch. Terra incognita begins 
a few feet beneath the pavement that 
you're standing on. 0 
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EXPLODINC PICS 
AND OTHER STRANCE 
ANIMAL STORIES 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL 
COOD BOOKSHOPS & 
RECORD STORES 


Our love-hate relationship with the 


animal kingdom has never seemed 
more bizarre. This eye-opening 
volume reports the cases of: 


» The аре which broke into homes in Zaire 


to try on cosmetics and condoms 
» The American police car raped by a 
runaway herd of bulls 


% The homeowner who locked his Siamese 


cats into the bathroom to prevent them 


from damaging the household furnishings 
- and came home to find them sitting on 
the shower taps surrounded by $30,000 


worth of flood damage 


This Encounter Will 
Blow Your Head Off! 


In March 1995 a Scottish couple who live not far from 
Bonnybridge came across a UFO that had landed in a local field. 
The occupants of the craft invited them aboard and showed them 
round. 


Their sensational story has so far never been told. But now anew 
book, The Benhar Encounter, tells the lot...and much, much more. 


The book includes pictures of the spacecraft ( both inside and 
outside ), and of the type of alien who pilots it. It also tells you how 
a UFO works ( in easy to understand language); what messages 
the aliens have for us; the possible location of 
Britain's Area 51; and exactly where UFOs come from. Be 
prepared for a few surprises. And if all that were not enough, 
there's an exclusive interview with an alien! 


Buy it before they ban it 


Send £8.50 ( postage and packing included ) to:Domra 
Publications, 65 Constable Road, Corby, Northants, 
NN18 ORT 


Not to mention 

3» The behavioral 
scientist and her 
pioneering study 
of lesbian sheep 


Covering weird 

animal behaviour 

in all its glory, 

this latest in the 

popular Fortean Times Book of... series 
also includes chapters such as Animals at 
the Wheel, The Coat in the Machine and 
Sex Beasts, and features tales such as the 
story of the lost dog which found its way 
home from Calcutta to Dundee and the 
tiny spider which blacked out half of 
southern California. 


Drawing on the limitless resources of the 
FT archives, The Fortean Times Book of 
Exploding Pigs gathers hundreds of the 
most bizarrely peculiar and outrageous 
animal antics ever recorded in 60, 
one paperback book. To get / 
your сору mailorder please fill 

in the form on page 58. “ж, 
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UNEXPLAINED LICHTS SEEN ОМ THE 
MOON ARE A CLASSIC EXAMPLE OF A 
FORTEAN ENICMA. CALLED TRANSIENT 
LUNAR РНЕМОМЕМА (ТІР), THEY HAVE 
BEEN A MYSTERY AND A SOURCE OF 
WONDER TO SKYWATCHERS SINCE 
THE EARLIEST TIMES. AND YET. AS 
ASTRONOMER PETER GRECO POINTS 
OUT, DESPITE A WEALTH OF DETAILED 
OBSERVATIONS WE SEEM NO CLOSER 
TO AN UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT 
THESE ANOMALOUS FLASHES ARE 


ot long after the telescope was invented at 

the beginning of the 17th century, 

astronomers came to realise that the 

Moon, our only natural satellite, was not as 

dynamic a world as the Earth. The dark 
lunar tracts which early astronomers had somewhat 
optimistically called *maria" (seas) turned out to be 
nothing more than deceptively smooth plains of 
solidified lava. Much to astronomers' disappointment 
it became apparent that there were no appreciable 
expanses of water, though the new romantic marine 
nomenclature was retained, regardless - names like 
Mare Crisium (the Sea of Crises) and Oceanus 
Procellarum (the Ocean of Storms) were given in à 
vain attempt to grant the Moon an air of mystery and 
excitement.' 

In reality, the Moon's surface appeared solid and 
unchanging. The Moon possessed no appreciable 
atmosphere and there were no detectable signs of 
lunar life; the Church breathed а sigh of relief, having 
been spared the embarrassment of attempting 10 
explain why the book of Genesis forgot to mention 
that our sister planet was teeming with the products 
of DNA. 

This initial impression of.the Moon as being а 
barren and entirely dead world has been propagated 
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in the astronomical literature ever 
since Galileo first published -his 
observations in 1610. It seems, 
however, that the Moon has 
been receiving unjustifiably bad 
astronomical press for nearly 
three centuries, for reports of its 
long-standing status rigor mortis 
have been greatly exaggerated. 
Lunar observers (mainly amateurs) 
have noticed that the Moon's surface is 
occasionally host to anomalous transient 
lunar phenomena (TLP) which have 
assumed a variety of forms, including 
isolated flashes or pulses of light, coloured 
glows and obscurations of portions of the 
lunar surface. Just why the science of 
astronomy has been unwilling to accept that 
our satellite occasionally displays obvious 
signs of activity is almost as big a mystery as 
TLP themselves. 

There is no shortage of TLP having been 
observed by reputable astronomers. William 
Herschel, one of history’s greatest 
astronomers - he discovered the planet 
Uranus іп 1781 - observed a red glow іп 
the vicinity of the crater Aristarchus on 
4 May 1783, at a time when that feature was 
situated on the unilluminated lunar hemi- 
sphere. Through his 225mm reflecting 
telescope the glow appeared as bright as a 
star of magnitude four. In April 1787, 
Herschel recorded prominent TLP on 
several dates, and he became convinced that 
the lunar surface was experiencing volcanic 
activity at three separate spots, including 
Aristarchus. So convinced, in fact, that he 
invited King George III to view the crater 
with him using the royal telescope in the 
grounds of Windsor? 

One of the first attempts to catalogue a 
large number of TLP sightings was made on 
behalf of NASA and published in a report 
that gave details of 579 mysterious lunar 
events dating from 26 November 1540 
(pre-telescopic) to 19 October 1967. The 
catalogue appeared just a year before Neil 
Armstrong planted his boot in the Sea of 
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Tranquillity. Strange that such an important 
and well funded Moon-landing programme 
chose to arm itself with some basic historical 
TLP data only at the very last minute. ` 
NASA's belated enquiries represented а 
grudging acknowledgement that the Moon 
might not actually be the dead world it so 
convincingly advertises itself to be for most 
of the time. It was in NASA's interest, 
however, to play down the idea of an active 
Moon. Known factors in lunar exploration 
were hazardous enough to plan for and 
contend with, without having to admit that 


ARISTARCHUS ano HERODOTUS 
(TLP ON HERODOTUS" FLOOR) 
1985 MAY 31 , 20h20m -2ih00m UT 


“TEMPORARY | 
PEAK" 


IONALS HAD 
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lurking somewhere beneath the 
Moon’s surface there might be 
some unknown, unpredictable and 
uncontrollable threat to their 
prospective Apollo lunar astro- 
nauts which could jeopardize the 
$25billion programme. 

More telescopes were turned 
Moonwards during the nine Apollo 
Moon missions - six of which 
made it down to the lunar surface — from 
1968 to 1972 than in the entire 270-year his- 
tory of telescopic observation preceding 
them. With such intensive monitoring it is 
hardly surprising that more anomalous 
lunar events were reported in this period 
than at any other time before or since.* 
Although many of these observations were a 
little dubious, made by inexperienced 
amateur astronomers keen to note anything 
which appeared out-of-the-ordinary, some 
were highly plausible because they were 
seen by independent observers at different 
sites. From their vantage point in lunar orbit, 
the astronauts also made (in their quieter 
moments) numerous observations of 
apparent lunar surface activity of one kind 
or another. 

One of the most notable TLP sightings 
occurred at 18:45 UT on 19 July 1969, when 
the crew of Apollo 11 observed the north- 
west wall of Aristarchus to be displaying 
some kind of peculiar luminous activity. At 
the same time, German astronomers Prusse 
and Witte of the Institute for Space Research 
in Bochum, observing with a 150mm 
refractor, noted brightenings in Aristarchus 
lasting five to seven seconds.* 

Interest in the Moon - a body which does 
not often give its secrets away to the casual 
observer - evaporated soon after the Pacific 
splashdown of Apollo 17 in December 1972. 
The professionals had their scientific 
stations in situ at six lunar locations (even 
though some experiments were sending 
back important data, they were permanently 
shut-down in 1976 to save money). The lunar 
geologists were happy to concentrate on 
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transient lunar phenomenon, recorded 
/А years ago by Kentish men, might 

account for one of the strangest 
observations of astronomical history. 

On 18 June in the year 1178, a group of 
men at Canterbury in England witnessed a 
most remarkable .event, according to a 
manuscript written by Gervase, a 12th-century 
monk at the monastery attached to Canterbury 
Cathedral, whose chronicle is preserved in the 
library of Trinity College, Cambridge. While 
the five men were admiring the beautiful 
four-day-old crescent Moon on that warm 
summer's evening, Gervase reports them to 
have been startled by “a flaming torch” which 
suddenly appeared at the lunar limb, “spewing 
out, over a considerable distance, fire, hot 
coals and sparks." The Moon is said to have 
"writhed like a wounded snake" and assumed 
a blackish appearance shortly after this 
unprecedented occurrence. 

It is now thought that the 1178 event was 
caused by a sizeable meteoritic impact upon 


probing the rocks which the astronauts had 
collected — they're still being analysed today. 

Sadly, the Moon which shines in late- 
20th-century skies is the least popular of 
celestial objects under professional astro- 
nomical scrutiny. Amateur interest has 
reverted to its pre-Space Age level — perhaps 
less, now that amateur Moon-mapping 
cannot yield any new knowledge of much 
significance. The Moon 
is highly neglected by 
both professional and 
amateur astronomers 
alike. Neglected, in fact, 
to the point 


ONLY TWO 


ALE 


the lunar surface. As such, it was the first of 
only two major cosmic impacts to have been 
observed this millennium - the other опе 


Herodotus has a flat floor! In a period of 
nearly two hours, from 20:00 UT onwards, 
the hill appeared to flatten and disappear, its 
sunlit face becoming dimmer, its shadow 
narrowing and fading. Alas, cireumstances 
ruled out obtaining independent confirma- 
tion, but I have since learned that this 
temporary hill phenomenon has been seen 
in the past, taking exactly the same form as 
my own observation, but 
occurring at an opposite 
surface illumination (lit 
by an evening sun rather 
than, in my case, by a 
morning sun).’ 


where 
research into TLP - NI IDENIS TLP are rare. Since 


which continue to take 
place, whether they are 
being monitored from 
the Earth or not — now 
lies solely in the hands of 
the enthusiastic amateur. 

Being such a creature, I have spent many 
hours looking at the Moon and getting to 
know its surface. In more than 200 hours of 
telescopic lunar observation since 1982 I 
have been lucky to observe only one event 
that Lam fairly certain was a ТІР. On 31 May 
1985, an apparent hill was seen on the floor 
of the crater Herodotus (next door to 
Aristarchus) This was unusual, since 


MOONLIGHT SHA 
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becoming Lunar Section 
Director of Britain's 
Society for Popular 
Astronomy in 1984 I 
have been privileged to 
receive many thousands 
of lunar observations made by hundreds of 
individuals, and in all that time only two 
credible TLP incidents have been brought 
to my attention by section members. On 
1 December 1984 a reliable observer in 
Southam, Warwickshire, saw а homo- 
geneous grey veil over the 12 miles (20km) 
diameter floor of the crater Autolycus, and 
on 4 April 1996 an observer in Warrington 


: [left] A 200x magnification of the region of a transient lunar phenomenon photographed by George Kolovos on 
the same picture superimposed with outlines of surface features: (a) an unamed crater and (b) Proclus C 


happened in July 1994 with the impacts of 
comet Shoemaker-Levy 9’s fragmented nucleus 
in the atmosphere of Jupiter. It is ironic that 
both the 1178 and 1994 events were situated 
just past the limb of the impacted object, 
making it impossible to directly observe the site 
of the impacts at the moment they occurred. 

From the rough. position of the "flaming 
torch" described in the chronicle, Jack Hartung 
of New York University worked out that the 
impact site lay at about 45°N, 90°E. Looking 
at photographs taken by spacecraft in lunar 
orbit, the. site became obvious - a bright, 
fresh-looking 12% mile (20km) diameter crater 
called Giordano Bruno, situated just past the 
lunar limb (36°N, 103°E) and surrounded by a 
prominent system of rays. Some of these rays 
actually extend past the mean limb around 
onto the near-side, so they are theoretically 
visible through. binoculars. апа telescopes. 
Bruno and its rays are the newest major 
topographical features in the. solar system 
which are likely to be permanent. 


was astonished to detect а pronounced 
bright spot at the centre of the dark floored 
crater Plato, immediately following a total 
lunar eclipse.’ 

It is certain that unless a really major TLP 
incident takes place — one that lasts for an 
extended period of time and is recorded by 


many independent observers — visually, 
photographically and spectroscopically - 
the subject will remain on the fringes 
of lunar seience until the resumption 
manned exploration some time in 
the 21st century. 


There 15 а lunar anomalies homepage at 
http://www.lunaranomalies.com and NASA's 
Chronological Catalog of Reported Lunar Events 
Quly 1968), listing events in 1540-1967, is 
mirrored on the Malta UFO Research group's site at 
http://www. waldonet.net.mt/~mufor/tlp/lunar.htm! 


1 Giovanni Battista Riccioli. Almagestum Novum [New 
Almagest]. Bologna, 1651. Much of Riccioli's lunar nomenclature 
was adopted as the standard, to which later named features.were 
added. Attempts by his contemporaries to name lunar features 
after either terrestrial regions (such as the Mediterranean Sea, 
Sicily and Mount Etna) or famous people of their day (King Philip 
115 Ocean) were doomed to failure. 
2 Galileo Galilei. Sidereus Nuncius [Starry Messenger] 
Bartoluzzi, Padua, 1610. Galileo wrote “the surface of the Moon 
is neither smooth nor uniform, nor very accurately spherical, as 15 
assumed by a great many philosophers [..] it is uneven, rough, 
replete with cavities and packed with protruding eminences." 
З ЛЕ Dreyer (Ed). The Scientific Papers of Sir William Herschel 
London, 1912. о 
4 Jaylee Burlee, Barbara Middlehurst, Patrick Moore 8. Barbara 
Welther. NASA Technical Report TR R-277. NASA, July 1968. 
5 Patrick Moore. Catalogue of Lunar Events, October 1967 - June 
1971. Journal of the British Astronomical Association August 
1971; 81(5): 365-390. In this report an additional 134 TLP were 
“added to the original lunar events catalogue, making a total of 
713 reports of varying credibility. 
6 TLP report numbers 637 and 638 detailed in footnote 4 (Ibid): 
369 & 380-381. 
7 Peter Grego. An Observer's Grand Tour. Popular Astronomy July 
1993; 40(3): 9. The astronomer VA Firsoff recorded the tempo 
rary hill in Herodotus as a “pseudo-peak” on 15 July 1955, and 
an account of this was published in his book The Old Moon апа 
the New. Sidgwick & Jackson, London, 1969: 182. 
8 From the files of the Lunar Section of the Society for Pop 
Astronomy. 
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LL's search for ап 
exciting yet strangely elusive 
photograph of America's fabled 
giant bird leads him into а 
minefield of confused reports 
and half-remembered details 


ne of the most amazing yet least- 
seen photographs in recent history 
B must be the alleged frontier snapshot 
| of a dead Thunderbird nailed to a wall 
with six men standing in front of it to 
demonstrate its size. People have been 
EN talking about it for more than 30 
Ю years. A handful even claim to have 

1 ) held а сору of it, but realised its 

ы Ves significance only after their copy had 
been lost. A fair number of people have recollections of 
having seen this thing published in a book and many 
have vague recollections of having seen it somewhere 
at some time, but cannot remember just where. 

Тһе handful who do remember say they saw a 
photocopy of it in the hands of Ivan T Sanderson, the 
famous naturalist and Fortean author who died in 1973. 
Back in 1966 he had been given a photocopy - not 
known for their high quality of reproduction - and here 
is how the photograph was described: 

An immense bird was shown nailed to the wall of a 
large barn. Before it stood six grown men wearing 
Western clothing with their arms outstretched touching 
fingertip to fingertip. By this measure the bird 
appeared to have a wingspan of about 36ft (11m). 

As Sanderson recalled it, in 1966 he lent his 
copy to two young men who travelled into the heart of 
northern Pennsylvania to inquire about the numerous 
Thunderbird reports in that region. The names of the 
two men are a matter of record, but that doesn't help us. 
When they returned from their trip they had lost track 
of the photocopy and it hasn't been seen since. 

'The hunt for the elusive picture dates back to 1890, 
when a strange story issued from the Arizona Territory. 
The original story appeared first in the Tombstone 
Epitaph on 26 April 1890 (see panel on page 37). 

Тһе Tombstone story seems to describe a creature 
quite unlike the bird in Sanderson's photo, but accord- 
ing to Harry McClure of Colorado Springs, Colorado - 
who was a young man when the two cowboys were still 
living - the Epitaph gave exaggerated and false details. 

He was a youngster in Lordsburg, New Mexico, early 
this century when the two cowboys came to town. When 
the Epitaph story was published again іп 1969, Harry 
McClure chose to tell his version of the story in a letter 
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WERE LIKE 
SAUCERS... 

ITS HIDE 

LEATHERY 
NOT 
FEATHERY 


to the Summer 1970 issue of Old West Magazine. 
He remembered the two cowboys as they were 
well known for the strange encounter they had 
reported. McClure saw the cowboys and had 
friends who knew them personally, and said that 
he and other people who resided there did not 
think the story was a hoax. It was believed by the 
people who knew them. After 60 years he had 
forgotten their names, but remembered what 
they said about a huge flying beast with a 20-30ft 
(6-9m) wingspan: 

Its eyes were like saucers; its two legs and feet 
up at the front part of its body were the size of 
those of a horse; its hide was leathery, instead of 
feathery. It lit om the ground once at a safe 
distance from the two cowboys, but it took to the 
air again soon afterwards only to come down 
again a second time... 

The cowboys fired at the creature with their 
rifles, but without any effect. It was out of range. 
Their horses were afraid of the creature and 


NATIVE AMERICAN THUNDERBIRD LORE 


he record of Thunderbirds in Pennsylvania 
was first chronicled by Robert Lyman Sr, who 


passed away in 1974. 
The birds have been 
reportedly seen there in 
the summertime for cen- 
turies and appear to migrate 
up and down the Appalachian 
Mountains — far less often in t 


= 


century have the birds been report- 


ed elsewhere. 


Every 30 years or so they make the 


news even in the Midwest w 
small number apparently still 
Ozarks to the Great Lakes each 


edge of the continent from Ca 
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migrate from the 
year. They have also 
been reported in scattered places along the Western 
ifornia to Alaska. In 


the Pacific Northwest and the Great Lakes, the 
Native Americans call these giant 
‘Thunderbirds’ because they 
return to the north with the 
summer storms. Elsewhere 
in North similar birds are 
described, but are given 
other names: the Cherokee 
call them the Tlanuwa; in 
New England they are 
known as the Pilhannaw 
and the Mechquan. The ‘orig- 
inal’ design of the Thunderbird 
called Piasa [left] was painted onto 
cliffs above the Missouri River at Alton, Illinois. 
Indian travellers would not pass the image without 
pausing to shoot at it [right]. 


birds 


could not be made to pursue it. It was neither 
captured nor killed according to Harry McClure, 
and it certainly wasn’t photographed. 


hould such a creature have had a basis in 
reality it might have been something 
like Quetzalcoatlus northropi. This giant 
pterosaur was recognized in 1975 from 
fossils found in West Texas. It was described by 
Douglas Lawson as having a wingspan of more 
than 30ft (9m). This fossil dates from the Late 
Cretaceous period. There have been a few 
modern reports of pterosaurlike creatures from 
the Texas-New Mexico area down into the 
Yucatan region (see Fossil Big Birds panel). 
Writer Jack Pearl wove this story from 1890 
into the quest for the Thunderbird photo. 
Writing in 1963, he moved the Epitaph story to 
1886 and told the tale of two prospectors had shot 
a bird and hauled it to Tombstone where it 
was displayed. This erroneous association of 
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Tombstone Epitaph 26 April 1890 


FOUND IN THE DESERT 


A STRANGE WINGED MONSTER DISCOVERED 
AND KILLED ON THE HUACHUCA DESERT 


winged monster, resembling a | the two men, who were on horseback 
Ас” alligator with an extremely | and armed with Winchester rifles, 
regained sufficient courage to pursue 

the monster and after an exciting chase 


of several miles succeeded in getting 
near enough to open fire with their rifles 


elongated tail and an immense 
pair of wings, was found on the desert 
between the Whetsone and Huachuca 
mountains last Sunday by two ranchers 
who were returning home from the 
Huachucas. The creature was evidently 
greatly exhausted by a long flight and 
when discovered was able to fly but a 
short distance at a time. After the first 
shock of wild amazement had passed, 


and wounding it. 


two entirely different topics has misled many 
people, now quite convinced that they have seen 
a picture of a giant pterosaur nailed to a wall, to 
seek an Arizona origin for the Thunderbird 
photograph. 

The people who recall seeing such a 
Thunderbird photograph in a book pe 
all tell a similar story: they were 2 
reading а book of Western history - 3EOGRAPH 
it might have had a green жа 
cover - and inside they saw а 
reproduction of an old sepia- 
toned photograph showing the 
giant bird and men standing as 
has been described. They don’t 
remember the story that went 
with it and at the time they did not 
realise the significance of it. Only later when 
they heard of the search for the Thunderbird 
photograph did they realise what it was. 

In the 1970s, a concerted search was made to 
find a copy of this picture, prompted by Ivan 


The creature then turned on the 
men, but owing to its exhausted | 
condition they were able to keep out of 
its way and after a few well directed 
shots the monster partly rolled over and 
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remained motionless. Тһе теп cau- 
tiously approached, their horses snort- 
| ing with terror, and found that the crea- 
ture was dead. They then proceeded to 
make an examination and found that it 
ES about ninety-two feet in 
length and the greatest diameter was 
about fifty inches. The monster had only 
two feet, these being situated a short 
distance in front of where the wings 
were joined to the body. 

The head, as near as they could 
judge, was about eight feet long, the 
jaws being thickly set with strong, sharp 

| teeth. Its eyes were as large as a dinner 
plate and protruded about half way from 
the head. They had some difficulty in 
measuring the wings as they were 
partly folded under the body, but finally 
got one straightened out sufficiently to 


Sanderson. Others have taken up the hunt over 
the years since then. Searches were made 
through Fate Magazine, National Geographic, 
and the old Sunday newspaper supplement The 
American Weekly. Nothing was found. (Please 
spare yourself the time of looking through 
them all over again.) 
The files of the Tombstone Epitaph 
have also been scoured without 
success, although many people 
have been led to believe it was the 
source of this picture. To understand 
this, we must look at the earliest 
7 modern reference to this photograph. 
The story of the photograph at present 
can be traced back no more than 34 years 
to 1963 when Saga magazine published Pearl's 
tale of Thunderbirds as real birds under the 
graphic title: ^Monster Bird That Carries Off 
Human Beings!” 
Pearl was a freelance writer whose books 
included Blood and Guts (a biography of General 


THE SCEPTICAL POSITION 


f anyone turns up a copy of ask 
the Thunderbird photograph 
it will have to be scrutini 
carefully for the possibility 

that it is a hoax. The modern 

capacity to create illusions is 
widely known and the tools are in 
the hands of thousands of people. 

If a recently-concocted photograph 

turns up, it will be immediately 

suspect for that very reason. 

The age of any photograph 
allegedly published many years ago 
would have to be verified, but that 
alone would not make it genuine 
The story behind the photograph 
and the people in it would have to 
be examined and shown to be 
historically valid — the possibility 
of an old hoax will have to be 
consi ed thoroughly. 

The only story behind the photo- 
graph offered so far has fallen 
through. Events said to have 
happened in the Arizona Territory 
in 1890 provide no basis for any 
photograph and makes the exis- 
tence of such a photograph all the 
more unlikely 

АП that said, the key question to 


testimonia 


superficially 


is a simple one. 
the photograph? Any number of 
5 to the existence of a 
photograph of a dead Thunderbird 
do not mean anything 
such photograph can 


Cryptozoologist Karl Shuker believes that many 
people might have a hazy memoly of a picture, 
similar to the 
Thunderbird photograph', casually seen in the 
past. One candidate is this picture, which 
appeared in Gerald L Wood's Guinness Book of 


їп апу form, the photograph does 
not exist. 

Peoples' recollections are noto- 
riously inaccurate. In the case of a 
Thunderbird photograph everyone 
is being told what is supposed to 


Where is 


When no 
produced 


Animal Facts and Feats (lst edition 1972, 
p141). It shows a large African marabou stork 
Leptoptilus crumeniferus standing upright 
with its extremely large wings held out- 
stretched by three tribesmen, and with its 
startlingly pterodactyl-like beak open wide 


‘missing 


get a measurement of seventy-eight feet, 
making the total length from tip to tip 
about 160 feet. The wings were com- 
posed of a thick and nearly transparent 
membrane and were devoid of feathers 
or hair, as was the entire body. The skin 
of the body was comparatively smooth 
and easily penetrated by a bullet. 

The men cut off a small portion of the 
tip of one wing and took it home with 
them. Late last night one of them arrived 
in this city for supplies and to make the 
necessary preparations to skin the 
creature, when the hide will be sent east 
for examination by the eminent 
Scientists of the day. The finder returned 
early this morning accompanied by 
several prominent men who will 
endeavor to bring the strange creature 
to this city before it is mutilated. 


PEOPLE 

WHO RECALL 
SEEING SUCH 
A PHOTO 
ALL TELL 

A SIMILAR 
STORY 


be in the photograph. The 
claimants are simply saying: “Yes, 
| saw that too.” But they don’t 
remember where they might have 
seen її, probably because they did 
not see it at all. They might have 
seen one of the many photographs 
of birds, especially dead ones, that 
have been widely circulated in 
published w 5 
Examples сап be found in the 
Audubon Nature Encyclopedia 
which has Е around since 
1965. Spon by the National 
Audubon Society, it has 
widely available and read 
the images from pages 160 
1607, and 1609 of Volume 9, 
combine them with the suggestion 
of the "historical photograph" 
and you end up with a false 
тогу. The people recalling the 
photograp аге sincere that 
they saw so g, but they are 
simply in error about the true 
content of what they saw years 
earlier. The opp: ity for such 
confusion incre 
by and the assur 
such a photograph is discussed 
over and No photograph has 
emerged from three decades of 
confusion — maybe there is no 
photograph 
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t publicatior 
bird photograph" 


1980, Argentinian scientists announced the 


finding of the Magnificent Argentine Bird 


(Argentavis magnificens). This giant teratorn 


had a wingspan of 20-26ft (6-8m), making it 
the largest known bird ever to have lived.' 


The scientists found that such birds were 
"carnivores that consumed their prey whole". 


The fossils were found in late Miocene deposits 
and so are some five to eight million years old. 
Could a few of these birds be around today? 


ometime cryptozoologist or romantic 

zoologist Willy Ley (1906-1969) pointed 

out that fossils of record are the result of 

three accidents. First, the bones have to 
be fossilised rather than to have decayed as is 
the natural fate of bones. Second, the fossil has 
to be discovered rather than go unnoticed or be 
destroyed by some natural process. Third, 
someone has to recognise the fossilised bone 
for what it truly is, the ancient record of a once- 
living animal. 

Not until 1980 did the record of fossil bones 
contain a fossil bird large enough to account for 
the giant birds reported around the world in 
legend and in news accounts. Only then was 


there a known bird that might account for those 
predatory creatures said to dwell in mountainous 
regions. It was known to New Zealand's Maoris 
as Pou-kai. In ancient Persia it is called Imgig. 
It is Vuokho to the Laplanders in northern 
Norway, who as recently as 1991 complained 
to the government that this bird was carrying 
off their reindeer. The herders were told they 
were exaggerating. 

In North America in 1977, a 10-year-old boy 
was attacked by a huge condor-like bird, with an 
estimated wingspan of more than 10ft (3m) at 
Lawndale, Illinois. In north-eastern Asia and 
throughout the Americas, indigenous peoples 
have called such huge birds Thunderbirds. In 


The original South American peoples have 


reported Thunderbird traditions from all over the 


continent. ^ People living along the Andes 
Mountains have complained about domestic 


animals being carried off by large birds, but they 


have been dismissed as seeing the Andean 


condor or some other known bird. 


The giant birds reported from around the 


world have a basis in the fossil record and while 


not numerous anywhere, might there still be 
“living fossils" waiting to be recognised? 


FOOTNOTES 


1 Kenneth Campbell and Eduardo Tonni. Size and Locomotion 


in Teratorns. Auk April 1983; 100: 390 -403. 


2 Alfred Metraux. South American Thunderbirds. Journal of 


American Folklore 1944; 57: 132-135 


in his article has contributed to — if not caused - 
the hunt for a Thunderbird photograph. Pearl 


Slip on the liteframes 


Feel profoundly relaxed 
in minutes—withthe | 
NEW MindLab Orion $ 


Tune in and turn on to shut out everyday 
pressures — and unleash the natural resources 
of your mind — writes Chris Payne 


azzling patterns of colour swirled in front of my closed eyes, 
D gyrating shapes soared across my visual field as hypnotic 
rhythmic tones caressed my ears. 

АП I'd done was put on the liteframes and headphones, pressed a 
few buttons on the MindLab Orion's compact console and lay back 
with my eyes closed. 

As the patterns and sounds slowed down I felt my mind sink deeper 
and deeper, and it seemed as if I was rolling back through space. 


Clear your mind in minutes 
Ten minutes later I re-emerged - relaxed, alert and with no mind 
chatter. The serene state lasted for the next two hours. This was my 
firstexperience of using the remarkable MindLab Orion. 

It may at first sound like a way out Spielberg creation, but the 
MindLab Orion is far from science fiction. This is 
science fact, tried and tested to help you cope with 
life's stresses and strains. 

Using light and sound pattems matched to your 
own natural rhythm, the machine can induce a state 
of relaxation, and even aid learning. 

Far from being futuristic, the MindLab Orion is 
based on ancient techniques blended with 
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dazzling spectacle winds down into a deeper state of 
consciousness.” — New Scotsman 

“The systems reliably produce visual effects and relaxation... the 
experience resembles the closing sequences of 2001: A Space 
Odyssey.” — New Scientist 

“The MindLab produces a feeling of total inner calm where once 
there was chaos. The technology of tomorrow really is with us 
today.” — Fit Body magazine 

“The machine really does need to be experienced to be believed.” 


and headphones, press a 
few buttons on the 
MindLab Orion and 
you'll feel deeply relaxed 
within 15 minutes 


sophisticated technology. 
In 2000BC Ptolemy noted that sunlight flickering 
through the spokes of a rotating wheel caused 


stated flatly that the Tombstone Epitaph had 
published a picture in 1886 that showed a 
large dead bird nailed to a wall. He claimed that 
the Epitaph wrote of its death at the hands of 


— Computer Life 
“The MindLab gives you hundreds of different methods, via 
amazing sounds, music and light displays, of achieving Nirvana.” - 


SOMEWHERE 


AN OBSCURE 
BOOK MIGHT 
TRULY 

HOLD AN 
OLD PHOTO 
WITHA 
TOTALLY 
UNKNOWN 
HISTORY... 
IF SO, IT 
WILL BE 
FOUND 

ONE DAY 
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Patton), General Douglas MacArthur, and The 
Dangerous Assassins. From 1953 to 1960 he was 
the editor of Saga Magazine, a popular 
magazine of true adventure for men. Pearl 
assembled stories from Western states, 
Pennsylvania, and New York that told of human 
encounters with Thunderbirds. One paragraph 


two prospectors and that it was taken to 
Tombstone by wagon. The full description he 


gives is the familiar six men in front of a 36ft < 
(11m) bird - however, the only finding has been 5 


the 1890 cowboy tale. 


he numerous vague recollections of seeing 2 
this missing photograph might well be © 


erroneous. The one hope is that those 

people who have a specific memory of 
seeing a book of history containing it might be 
correct. Somewhere an obscure book might 
truly hold an old photograph with a totally 
unknown history behind it. If that is its origin 
then it will be uncovered some day. 

Like many others, I have spent many hours 
looking for it and like them I will continue to 
look. Everyone who reads about this phantom 
photograph has the same desire to see it for 
themselves. 0 


fascinating visual patterns and a feeling of euphoria. 


UK research validates the technology 


Then in the late 1940s a British neuroscientist, W. Gray Walter, 
measured the effects of an electronic strobe using an EEG, which 
monitors brainwave activity. 

He found that rhythmic, flashing lights altered activity across the 
whole cortex, producing trance-like states of profound relaxation and 
vivid imagery. 

Since then, a series of independent studies have confirmed 
Walter’s findings. Research now suggests that machines using light 
and sound can dramatically reduce stress. 


Change mental states easily 


Benefits include deep relaxation within minutes, improved learning 
ability and enjoyment of music, increased alertness, enhanced ability 
to visualise new goals, and better sleep at night. 

The user of the MindLab Orion chooses the state of consciousness 
that he or she wishes to obtain, and is lulled by a rainbow array of 
colours and rhythms into the chosen state of awareness. 

Just press a few buttons and you can choose to relax, sleep, 
visualise, energise or learn. Lie back, close your eyes and let the 
kaleidoscopic light patterns and rhythmic tones gradually shift 
your consciousness. 


The press raved about the original MindLab 


“The MindLab has received rave reviews from both the scientific 
community and the public... After a few minutes the 


London Evening Standard 
“The MindLab really works!” — Ms London 


Here’s what the testers said on Hot Gadgets! 
Said tester Anuj Nayor on BBC1’s Hot Gadgets: “I thought the 
MindLab Orion was a top gadget. I felt perky and alert. The first 
program I tried was the sleep one. I went into the deepest sleep in ages. 
I was so late for work the next day." 

James Mayor, a medical student, commented “1 feel quite relaxed. 


That exam: sorted!” 


Find out why thousands of 
people in the UK and one 


million worldwide are using Deps xL 1852 
this technology - ring a dh ы 
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FREE brochure TODAY! Tel: 01625 502602 
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OOH BABY BAB 


THERE WAS АМ OLD WOMAN, COES THE NURSERY RHYME, WHO HAD SO MANY CHILDREN SHE DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT ТО DO. JAN BONDESON EXPLAINS THE HISTORY OF THE STRANCE [4th-CENTURY LECEND OF A DUTCH 
WOMAN WHO CAVE BIRTH TO 365 BABIES IN ONE MICHTY HEAVE 


n May 1660, when the diarist Samuel 

Pepys visited the Netherlands, he 

stopped off at the village of 

Loosduinen. It didn’t impress him very 

much - it was small and its tavern was 
full of *Dutch boors eating of fish in a 
boorish manner" he later recalled. He was 
there to see a monument so famous that 
many thousands had made the same journey 
for centuries. In the church, Pepys saw a 
small wooden tablet inscribed with the story 
of the unfortunate Countess Margaret of 
Henneberg, who had given birth, on Good 
Friday in the year 1276, to 365 babies in one 
great go. Pepys also saw the two basins in 
which the children had been baptised, the 
boys in one and the girls in the other. 

Today, despite the changes in its structure, 
the church at Loosduinen still displays 
basins and a plaque commemorating 
the Countess and her brood and several 
thousand people still make the pilgrimage 
each year. Could there be some truth in the 
strange story of this prodigious birth? 

Тһеге is no doubt that Margaret of 
Henneberg was a historical personage. She 
was born in 1234, the daughter of Count 
Floris IV of Holland and was married to 
Count Herman of Henneberg in 1249. The 
following year, after the death of her son 
Herman, this deeply religious girl spent 
much time with the nuns in the convent 
attached to Loosduinen Abbey. It is known 
that while there, she was taken ill and died 
on Good Friday 1276. Count Floris V, her 
nephew, visited her while she was ill and 
wrote a letter at her request, distributing 
gifts and bequests to two ladies-in-waiting. 
The original documents of this time make 
no mention of the miraculous birth. The 
Countess was buried in the church, but the 
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whereabouts of her tomb are unknown. 

The earliest document that mentions the 
multiple birth is the late-14th-century 
Tabula of Egmond which simply says, under 
the year 1276: "During Easter, Countess 
Margaret of Henneberg gave birth to 365 
sons and daughters and died quietly, 
together with them. Her tomb is in 
Loosduinen, with a stone sarcophagus 
adorned with an epitaph in metal letters..." 

Other Dutch medizeval chronicles add 
several new details to the legend. The 


POST PARTUM: Woodcut from an English black-letter ballad of 
1620 depicting the Countess with her 365 babies in a basin 


haughty Countess had, it seems, observed a 
beggar woman carrying twins and taunted 
her for her immoral ways as she was 
convinced the twins had different fathers, 
making the woman an adulteress. The poor 
woman called upon God as a witness of her 
innocence and cursed the Countess, wishing 
that she would come to have as many 


children as there were days in the year. Later, 
Margaret gave birth to 365 minute infants, 
all of them living. They were as tiny as mice 
but completely human in structure. They 
were baptised in two large basins by Bishop 
Guido of Utrecht , all the males named Jan 
and the females Elisabeth. Soon after their 
baptism, the children all died, together with 
their mother. The beggar woman’s call to 
God had resulted in the Countess being 
struck with a gruesome judgement. 

By the early 16th century, the legend of 
the Countess and her prodigious birth had 
made Loosduinen famous. Childless women 
would visit to read the wooden plaque and 
wash their hands in a basins hoping this 
would make them fertile again. There is a 
record of a visit, in 1549, by Crown Prince 
Philip of Spain. During the Dutch civil 
war of 1572, the abbey was ruined and 
iconoclasts destroyed the plaque and basin. 

Years later, when the abbey was rebuilt as 
a Protestant church, one of its first rectors, 
the Reverend Jacobus Meursius, decided to 
revive the legend. He had a new wooden 
tablet made and installed two copper basins 
which he had bought in Delft. The church 
became the object once more of pilgrimages; 
the superstitious and sterile women caring 
nothing for the well known fact that the new 
relics were counterfeits. A drawing by Pieter 
Kaerius, from the early 1600s, was issued as 
a print in France; on its left could be seen 
“Les enfants dans le bassin” and on the right 
the poor Countess with her midwives, busy 
boiling water and preparing fresh linen. 

The story became well known throughout 
Europe in the 16th century through accounts 
in popular and scholarly works. In 1593, an 
Englishman, Fynes Moryson, visited "the 
village Lausdune" during a stay at the 
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Hague. He copied the text on the tablet and 
seems to have been acquainted with the 
story from an earlier copy brought to 
England by the Earl of Leicester. In 1622, 
James Howell recorded seeing, during his 
visit to Loosduinen, “a Church-Monument, 
where an Earl and a Lady are Engraven with 
Three Hundred and Sixty Five Children 
about them, which were all Delivered at one 
Birth; they were half Male, half Female; the 
Bason hangs in the Church which carried 
them to be Christened, and the Bishop’s 
name who did it.” 

John Evelyn rode there from the Hague, 
on 1 September 1641. At “the church of 
Lysdun, a desolate place,” he saw “the 
monument of the woman, pretended to have 
been a countess of Holland, reported to have 
had as many children at one birth as there 
are days in the year”. He too saw the basins 
and “a large description of the matter-of-fact 
in a frame of carved work”. The tablets, with 
their Dutch and Latin versions of the legend, 
described by these 17th-century visitors 
are the same ones that can be seen today, 
decorated with visitors’ initials. The earliest 
of these graffiti dates from 1620. 

In the early 1600s, the story of the prolific 
Countess appeared in Thomas Coryate’s 
Crudities (1611) which declared it “so 
absolutely true, as nothing in the world 
more”; while John Stow, in his Annals, or a 
General Chronicle of England (1580) has the 
Countess berating the beggar woman with 
“Goe gette thou hence thou harlotte, thou 
shall neuer make me beleeue, but those thy 
brattes had foure Fathers, thou insatiable 
strumpet!” Either of these works could have 
inspired an illustrated black-letter ballad 
entitled The Lamenting Lady, printed in 
London in 1620. This anonymous, 21-stanza 
poem, tells of an unnamed noble lady 
who, as punishment for insulting a poor 
woman with twins, gives birth to 365 
children “in remembrances whereof, there is 
now a monument builded in the Citty of 
Lowdon, as many English men now liuing 
in Lowdon, can truely testifie the same 
and hath seen it”. 

This ‘world’s wonder’ was widely known 
in the 17th century as a Historia valde 
memorabilis, a very memorable happening, 
appearing in books on history, philosophy, 
theology and medicine as well as in 
more popular works. It is remarkable that 
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Sir Thomas Browne, one of the few writers 
of this time who tried to dispose of 
‘vulgar errors’, included it in his 
Pseudodoxia Epidemica (1646), noting: 
“Though wondrous strange, it may not be 
impossible what is confirmed at Lausdun 
concerning the Countess of Holland.” 

One of the last medical men to take 
the legend seriously was the English 
obstetrician Dr John Maubray, who had 
probably visited Loosduinen. He was 
extremely credulous and was ridiculed by 
his contemporaries for noting, in his The 
Female Physician (1724), the odd notion that 
Dutch women, if they spent too much time 
before their hot stoves, might give birth to a 
sickly, rat-like animal called de Suyger or 


A NOBLEWOMAN 
IS CURSED AND 
CONDEMNED TO 
MULTIPLE BIRTH 


WATCH YOUR TONGUE: The Countess berates a beggar woman for 
having twins in this woodcut from a 1620 black-letter ballad 
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Sooterkin. Не was most famous for his 
involvement in the notorious Mary Toft 
scandal, in which an illiterate English 
peasant woman from Godalming convinced 
King George I, the Prince of Wales and 
distinguished obstetricians that she had 
given birth to 17 rabbits. 

A closer study of the medizeval mythology 
about multiple births reveals that the story 
of the Countess belongs to a group of similar 
legends sharing the motif of a noblewoman 
who berates a beggar for her twins and is 
condemned to a multiple birth herself It is 
told about the founding of the noble house 
of Guelph and is the basis for the French 
legends of the De Trazegnies family and of 
the Porcelets of Arles. Something similar is 
told about the Biddenden Maids, Siamese 
twins born in England in 1100. 

In the mid-1800s, the simple villagers of 
Loosduinen would point out a hill on a 
meadow named Bergweij as the location of 
the former Castle Henneberg. Here, they 
claimed, the Count and Countess had lived 
extravagantly and immorally while poor 
people starved. After Margaret's death, this 
second Sodom was laid waste by God as 
punishment for the dissolute lives of the 
Hennebergs. It was haunted, they added, 
and sometimes one could hear the sounds of 
a party coming from the ruin. 

It is truly amazing to contemplate how 
widespread the legend was in the 17th 
century among educated people, but today 
knowledge of the Countess Margaret and 
her extraordinary birth is restricted to 
Loosduinen and the Hague... and the 
occasional ethnologist. The antiquity of the 
legend is revered and it has few parallels 
in Europe. It is likely that the Loosduinen 
story is the origin of the other continental 
variations of the myth and the paraphernalia 
of a beggar woman, the insult and curse, 
may have been added to a pre-existing 
tradition of something odd happening to the 
Countess on Good Friday 1276. 

It is also possible that the whole thing 
belongs to the realm of fantasy and that 
Countess Margaret was wholly undeserving 
of her great fame before posterity. 0 


This article has been extracted from } Bondeson 
and A Molenkamp. The Prolific Countess: 
Margaret of Henneberg ond her 365 Children. 
Stichtung oud Loosduinen. Holland. 1996 
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FEAN PICTOR! 
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ately Гуе been doing some mild 
ranting about the state of ufology 
in the United States. I’m not happy 
with it. No one seems to be happy 
with it at the moment, but we all 
have different reasons. 

The people who believe just about every 
UFO tale they hear (let’s call them fringies) 
aren’t happy because more conservative 
ufologists question them. The fringies think 
that one should be able to say anything 
without question. One of the favourite places 
for fringies (and those who like to watch 
them) to hang out on the internet is 
Skywatch International’s e-mail list. 

I confess I don’t know a lot about 
Skywatch International or Col Steve Wilson, 
who heads up the organisation. From what I 
can tell Wilson claims to have been in the 
United States Air Force and participated in 
several UFO crash retrieval operations as 


part of an elite crash retrieval team. He can 
also read Vegan - if anyone can tell me what 
Vegan is and who speaks it, I would be most 
interested to know. 

But send some kind of proof along with 
your explanation because I’m not a fringie. 
I'm not going to just accept a claim because 
someone says it's so. If you want me to take 
you seriously, you had better be prepared to 
back up what you say. 

Robert Dean claims he saw a document 
called The Assessment at SHAPE Supreme 
Headquarters. He says that the document 
was created at the request of NATO and 
dealt with the alien threat. Great. Let's see 
it, or talk to someone else who has seen it. 

Stephen Greer can communicate with 
aliens. Great. Prove it. I want to hear the 
aliens. I want to hear them interacting with 
you. I want to see scientific evidence that 
shining a high-powered light actually 
attracts UFOs. I don't want to see fuzzy little 
lights in the sky and I don't want to hear odd 
beeping noises that turn out to be owls. 

Derrel Sims claims to have 16 scientists 
studying “alien implants". Terrific. What are 
their names and qualifications? What makes 
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NAKED UFOLOCY 


LAY IT ON THE TABLE 


Tired of the dearth of any real evidence to back up the increasingly bizarre claims of 
celebrity ufologists, REBECCA KEITH cries "Enough!" and demands they put up or shut up 


the implants alien? How do we know they were implanted 
intentionally, not accidentally? Alien autopsy you say, Mr Santilli? 
Let's see some film from your video. Let's see the cameraman's 
credentials. Let’s meet the cameraman. 

Col Corso wants us to believe that he was the single most 
important man of this century. Not only was he a good bowler, but 
he was also involved in the Bay of Pigs and with getting the POWs 
out of Korea. He also claims to have introduced alien technology 
gathered from the Roswell crash to American companies so that 
things like night vision equipment and integrated circuits could be 
invented. Of course, the real inventors of these things didn’t know 
they were actually reverse-engineering alien technology. And he 
can't prove that because that was all part of the plan. No-one was 
ever supposed to know where the technology came from. Too bad. 

It's not that I don't believe that alien technology could be reverse 
engineered to produce technological advances for the human race 
or that aliens could be implanting humans, or that The Assessment 
exists. And we just might have an alien autopsy on film 
somewhere - although it is more than likely buried in the archives 
somewhere near President Kennedy's brain. I am open to the 
possibility of all of that. I just want some kind of documentation, 
and until people who claim 
these thing can offer the 
same, I find it hard to accept 
their claims. Their claims 
don't deserve the time it 
has taken to write these 
few paragraphs. 

So, ГІ move on to а few 
things that have happened 
recently in the USA. The 
Phoenix Lights (filmed 
sometime between 9.30pm 
and 10рт on 13 March) 
might turn out to be flares. 
There appears to be some 
decent evidence to merit this 
conclusion. Richard Motzer, 
a MUFON investigator in 
Arizona, reached this conclu- 
sion by studying videotapes 
from that evening and 
then comparing them with 
daytime footage shot from 
the same areas. He concluded 
that the lights were not over Phoenix, but beyond the Estrella 
Mountains near the Barry Goldwater Gunnery Range, where flares 
are routinely dropped during training exercises. Motzer’s theory is 
supported by an admission from an Air National Guard unit that 
was in Arizona and jettisoning flares on 13 March. Of course, some 
don’t accept this claim, but that is because they don’t know all the 
facts or are too firmly entrenched in the “it was aliens” idea. I 
haven’t seen all the evidence yet, but I see more support for the 
“flare theory” than for the “alien theory”. 

And finally, after two years’ campaigning, the International 
Roswell Initiative has turned in more than 20,000 signatures to the 
White House and President Clinton. The petition asks that the 
President declassify and release any and all information relating to 
UFOs for the American public. The letter sent by IRI’s 
founder/director Kent Jeffrey admonished the government by 
saying: “[The government] has handled Roswell, along with the 
UFO phenomenon in general, very poorly - all but ignoring the 
issue. Such a cavalier approach, in combination with the public's 
intense interest in the subject, has exacerbated feelings of distrust 
and suspicion about government actions and motives.” 

And he’s right. So far, there has been no reaction from the 
President. 
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WHERE SHE INTERACTS WITH THE MOVERS AND SHAKERS 
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SKY AT NIGHT 


IRISH SKIES ARE TWINKLINC 


Almost overlooked in the gazetteer of glitzy UFO hotspots, Ireland has been percolating 
with occasional sightings. Now, as DAVE WALSH discovers, there is an ongoing flap 


was somewhat taken aback when 
confronted with an article entitled ‘Film 
crew record UFO sighting’ by Ailín 
Quinlin in The Examiner (Cork) of 
10 May 1997, claiming that a UFO flap 
had been taking place in the Bantry, West 
Cork, region for several years. Research was 
being carried out by the Craigavon (Co. 
Armagh) based Irish Centre for UFO Studies 
(ICUFOS),' led by Eamonn Ansbro and Alan 
Sewell, who spoke of transmitting “thoughts 
through crystals in an effort to make contact 
with aliens,” adding that “surveillance is 
being carried out on Earth by vehicles from 
extraterrestrial sources." Carlton TV were 
also on the scene and had filmed some UFOs 
for the documentary We Are Not Alone. 
Naturally enough, I was incredulous, and 
gave the matter, along with further reports in 


The Examiner, the West Cork News and 
coverage by RTE (Irish TV), some severe 
albeit careful and humorous dissection in my 
online newsletter 'Blather'? On further 
investigation, however, I came across reports 
which were circulating independently of 
the ICUFOS. For example, a businessman 
witnessed an array of lights the "size of a four 
story house, with flames coming out of the 
bottom”,“ and County Sound, a local radio 
station, had been inundated with reports 
for some time. According to the ICUFOS, 
several witnesses had contacted them, 
reporting “alien vessels shaped like cigars, 
cylinders and diamonds and balls of light".* 

I phoned Sewell, who told me of seeing a 
pulsating UFO over Bantry Bay “half a 
Moon’s breadth across” which alternated 
every minute or so between green, red 
and white. Although I was still sceptical, 
muttering “aircraft lights” under my breath, 
I boarded a train to Cork city on 16 August, to 
attend the ICUFOS event ‘Video and Talk on 
UFOs throughout Ireland’. 


Two hours’ severe exposure to some hopelessly irrelevant videos 
with terrible sound quality forced me to leave the ‘conference’ 
nursing a headache and cursing myself. I left behind a function 
room, empty but for perhaps 30 people, and returned a few 
hours later to catch the talk given by the nervous, but disarmingly 
charismatic Eamonn Ansbro reporting on the research carried out by 
the ICUFOS involving ‘Remote Viewing’. Their methodology, 
explained Ansbro, was based on Roy Dutton’s ‘Astronautical Theory’, 
a method of predicting ‘close encounters’ using 66 flight corridors 
which are apparently spaced at equal intervals around the equator 
(4.45° apart). “From each one, orbits having at least 10 inclinations 
(angles) to the equator of between 42° and 76° can be adapted [my 
emphasis] to cover all the inhabited regions of the world.” 

Although Ansbro maintained that he had no wish to refer to the 
UFOs as ‘craft’ but rather as ‘constructs’, I noticed the apparent 
synonymy between Unidentified Flying Objects and ‘Spacecraft’, as 
well as the frustrating presupposition that every anomalous light or 
UFO either is a sentient being or contains some. 

I later spent time chatting with Sewell and Ansbro, both of whom 
were extremely courteous and 
welcomed my scepticism of 
the extra-terrestrial hypothesis 
and ‘Scientific Remote 
Viewing’. The entirety of what 
they told me is far too lengthy 
to examine here, but the 
collage of MIBs, suicides, 
black helicopters, abductions, 
harassments and so on which 
they created for me left me 
concluding that maybe some- 
thing really was going on in 
Cork and Kerry. Regardless of 
whether or not there were any 
actual UFOs, there did seem to 
be some kind of bizarre social 
phenomenon taking place. 

On Sunday night, 14 
September, Tom Vickery and I 
drove to Coomhola, 3 miles 
(5km) north of Bantry, to the 
site used by the ICUFOS for 
their late night UFO vigils. I 
found it to be an odd place to 
mount a nightwatch as the hill 
is certainly no more than 100ft 
(30m) above sea level and a 
large hill, Coorycommane 
570ft (174m), blocks the western view of Sugarloaf mountain 1,885ft 
(574m), the most distinctive peak in the area. The north-westerly 
view is obscured by Cobduff 1,535ft (468m). The south-western view 
of Bantry Bay is complicated, and it took us a few minutes to distin- 
guish between the lights of the islands and peninsulas in the bay. We 
could make out the twin lights on Mount Gabriel.’ We did see green 
and red flashing lights, but these were only navigational buoys east 
of Whiddy island. 

ICUFOS seemed very sure of the size and the distance of the 
various UFOs they saw, but I'm not sure that gauging the distance of 
an ‘anomalous’ light or UFO by its apparent size or intensity can real- 
ly be conclusive, as commented on by Paul Devereux in FT103:31. 

Even as I started this article, I learned of another sighting on 30 
August, by a couple driving on the Killarney-Mallow road (N72), 
reported by Joseph Trainor in UFO Roundup.’ I've been told by 
someone who lives in the area that a local nightclub uses a strong 
revolving outdoor light, which is generally pointed at the Rathmore 
direction, where the ‘sighting’ took place. Which brings me to the 
question: What the feck is going on? Is anything? 


: Ao DAVE WALSH IS AN INTERNET CONSULTANT, LIAR AND AUTHOR 
OF THE WEEKLY ONLINE FORTEAN NEWSLETTER ‘BLATHER’. 


E-MAIL: daev@fringeware.com 
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1. Alan Sewell: Irish 
Centre for UFO Studies, 
156 Meadowbrook, 
Craigavon, Co. Armagh, 
Northern Ireland, 

BT65 5AD. Tel/Fax: 
(08) 01762 349014. 
E-mail: 
ic.ufos@virgin.net 


2. The Examiner (Cork 
city), 10 May 1997 
and 28 June 1997. 
See also West Cork 
News, 4 July 1997. 


3. Blather, 
http/www.nua.ie/blather 


4. Private 
Communication. 


5. The Examiner (Cork 
city) 10 May 1997. 


6. Document entitled 
"The Irish Centre for 
UFO Studies present a 
Video and Talk on UFOs 
Throughout Ireland in 
the Metropole Hotel, 
Cork City on the 16th 
August 1997'. 


7. An aircraft tracking 
station is situated on 
Mount Gabriel, highly 
visible due to its two 
white domes, which 
were damaged on 28 
September 1982 by a 
bomb planted by the 
Irish National Liberation 
Army (INLA), who 
claimed that it was 
being used by NATO, of 
which Ireland is not a 
member. 


8. UFO Roundup 14 
September 1997, by 
Joseph Trainor - 
http://www. digiserve.com/ 
ufoinfo/roundup/v02/ 
md02_35.shtml 
Thanks to Eamon 
Ansbro, Alan Sewell, 
Tom Vickery, Paul 
Devereux, Joseph 
Trainor and others. 
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THE PEOPLE’S COLUMN 


DI-CON OF OUR ACE 


The public displays of grief at the death of Diana, Princess of Wales could pave the way for 
a new cult, argues TED HARRISON - one that might even give Elvis a run for his money 


ast year, in a book I wrote about the 
future of the monarchy, Defender of 
the Faith, I noted of Princess Diana: 
“Tf by some unfortunate event she 
should die young, the myth would 
become so strong that it would undoubtedly 
eclipse that of Elvis Presley and other 20th 
century media stars who died prematurely.” 

Following the early death of Diana, I gain 
no satisfaction from having foretold the 
remarkable events of recent months, but 
am reassured that in my understanding of 
popular mass religious movements I seem to 
be on the right lines. 

As it was with Elvis, the icon, or image, of 
Diana touched those parts of the human 
psyche which have, since the mists of 
time, been shaped by myth, allegory, legend 
and folklore. 

Monarchs, as opposed to presidents and 
prime ministers, embody a mystical notion 
of divine authority. At her coronation the 
present Queen was anointed with 
holy oil and performed all the 
timeless sacramental rituals 
dating back to the time when 
almost everyone believed 
unquestioningly in the divine 
right of kings. 

Set in that context, there is 
a powerful, almost primitive 
symbolism in the images of 
Diana which were created 
through her life. 

First of all there was the 
image of the innocent bride, the 
pure virgin selected to be the 
mother of a king. From that 
role she evolved into the 
Madonna with child. One 
of the most popular photos 
of Diana placed amid the 
flowers and messages of 
mourning in the weeks 
after her death was 
that of the princess, 
half-profile to the 
camera, cradling the 
baby William. 

She then became the 
wronged and cheated 
wife. Through her 
suffering, her resolve 
hardened and her face 
began to lose its girlish beauty, yet she 
was seen to develop a wisdom and an 
intuition which enabled her to understand 
the suffering of others. 

Taking those last three images together, 
Diana can be seen as the archetypal triple 
Goddess of Roman Britain - the maid, the 
mother and the crone. 

She also possessed the ‘Royal Touch’. 
She revived in people a belief that had lain 
dormant for centuries that royalty had 
power to heal. In the days of Charles II, 
queues of people waited every day at court 
to be touched by the king. In the same 
spirit, although in a modern context, Diana 
cuddled sick children and clasped the hands 
of AIDS patients. 

It was however through her brutal death 


HER WISDOM AND 
INTUITION ENABLED HER 
TO UNDERSTAND THE 
SUFFERINC OF OTHERS 


that she became the most powerful icon of all - the blood sacrifice. 
It is even claimed that, by some strange coincidence, her fatal 
accident occurred near the Pont D’Alma; in Merovingian legend, 
anyone who dies there goes straight to Heaven. 

In Diana’s death, and in the grief which followed, many people 
regretted their salacious curiosity about her private life. They felt 
ashamed of the part they had played, however indirectly, in her end. 
Had it not been their voyeurism which had created the market in 
which the paparazzi could sell their ‘dishonourable’ wares? The 
interest in her life had seemingly been insatiable. It could only end 
in a death which confronted the world with its own weakness. 

Here there is a comparison to be made with the other cultural 

sacrifice of the century, Elvis Presley. In life, Elvis represented 
the American dream: that every poor boy from the wrong 
side of the tracks can become a superstar. Yet in his 
ignominious end he epitomised the downside of 
fame and fortune. Only through his sacrifice 
could the ultimate futility and emptiness of 
wealth be seen. 
When such powerful, often unconscious, 
forces are at work in society, they are 
frequently expressed in the form of religious 
practice. In the Christian world, guilt and sin were 
redeemed by the ultimate blood 
sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 

Two thousand years later his 

death and suffering are 

reenacted in the Mass as a 

reminder of the church’s 

teaching. 

Similarly people today are 
seeking rituals with which to 
grieve for Diana and acknow- 
ledge their own involvement in 
her life and death. In the 

western world people have 
borrowed from Christian prac- 
tice: shrines and candles, 
crosses and flowers are all 
being used as foci. Inevitably 
there will be other parallel 
manifestations as part of the 
same process. There have 
been reports of visions of 
Diana, and soon, no doubt 
there will be tales of miracles and mystical healings and of her 
saintly intervention at times of stress and danger. ] 1 | 

Already the grounds of the Spencer home, where Diana is buried, 
are becoming a place of pilgrimage, likened by some to Graceland. 
Pilgrims are leaving their messages and prayers at the gate and 
taking away with them from the sacred place the sorts of tactile 
souvenirs which pilgrims have always taken - leaves, stones, twigs. 

The form and shape of the Diana cult in years to come cannot be 
precisely predicted. It certainly could become a major religious 
force. After centuries of male-dominated religious practice in the 
western world, a vacuum exists. Apart from the devotion to the 
Virgin Mary in the Roman Catholic world, there is no focus for 
devotion to the feminine side of the divine. Diana steps into that 


void. 
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CONSPIRACY THEORY 


THE DAY AFTER CORSO 


Philip Corso claims to have led a secret project to back-engineer alien technology that 
gave us fibre optics, but KENN THOMAS is more interested in what he knows about JFK 


ill Birnes exclaimed: “It was the 
1950s for God’s sake! Everybody 
was іп а conspiracy. Art 
Linkletter was in a conspiracy! 
Walt Disney was in a conspiracy! 
There were so many conspiracies, you didn’t 
know who was conspiring for what!” Birnes’ 
outburst came in response to a question 
about Philip Corso’s connection to the 
Knights of Malta in Shickshinny, a town 
in eastern Pennsylvania. Birnes had 
helped Corso write his book, The Day After 
Roswell (Pocket Books, - 

1997), in which the 82-уеаг- 
old Corso, a retired US 
colonel, claimed that many 
technological advances - 
integrated circuits, kevlar 
and silicon chips - came 
from back-engineered alien 
craft found at the New 
Mexico flying saucer crash 
site. Вігпеѕ made his 
remarks at the Inter- 
national UFO Congress in 
Laughlin, Nevada, where he 
was substituting on the 
lecture stump for the 
ageing and ailing Corso. 

I had lobbed a softball 
question at Birnes. Corso’s 
connections to the 
Shickshinny Knights as 
well and to the spy network 
of Charles Willoughby sur- 
faced in Dick Russell’s 1992 
book, The Man Who Knew 
Too Much. It wasn’t long 
after the release of The Day 
After Roswell before con- 
spiracy researchers had 
Corso pegged as a long-time 
spook whose book, hailed 
as great breakthrough 
by ufologists, obfuscated 
rather than illuminated a 
shadowy past. "Roswell 
aliens, hell,” the thinking 
went, “heres someone 
who could shed light on 
the connection between 
JFK's murder, US military 
intelligence апа early 
right-wing paramilitary groups." 

In an internet essay entitled 'A Fearless 
Scrutiny of an Odd Little Man', writer 
Martin Cannon links Corso to a supposed 
informal group of military personnel who 
felt the CIA wasn't pursuing the fight 
against communism with sufficient vigour 
Corso has certainly strongly implied that he 
regarded the CIA as soft in its opposition 
to Central American communism, if not 
actively assisting its supposed adversary. He 
is quoted in Burton Hersh’s “The Old Boys" 
as saying that “I think [the CIA] were trying 
to stop it. We won, but the CIA operation 
should have lost”. 

Calling the Shickshinny Knights “a 
rather ineffectual breakaway from the 
better-known Knights of Malta,’ Cannon 
nevertheless condemned Corso Бу 
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association with Michael Goliniewsky, a Polish intelligence officer 
who sympathised with "the West" and who claimed to be Prince 
Alexi, heir to the Russian Tsar. Goliniewsky had defected to the west 
on the strength of what he revealed about KGB infiltration of 
western intelligence. According to Cannon, Corso and the 
Shickshinny Knights served as propagandists for Goliniewsky. 

Corso also had associations with the segregationist senator Strom 
Thurmond, who wrote - and later repudiated - the introduction to 
The Day After Roswell. Finally, Cannon asserts that Corso helped 
circulate the notion that Oswald belonged to a communist ring 
inside the CIA. 

'There are, however, more questions to be asked. For instance, 
Corso has worked for CD Jackson, the 
Eisenhower aid who co-wrote the 'Atoms for 
Peace’ speech that angered Wilhelm Reich. What 
1 could Corso say about that? Another member of 

Willoughby’s spy net, William Gale, actually 
headed the Minutemen, a rightist militia group 
that was investigated by the Warren 
Commission. As an investigator for the 
1 Commission, did Corso have anything to say 

about that? Corso has also been tied to the 1954 
overthrow of Jabob Arbenz in Guatemala, a coup 
that Danny Casolaro considered the work of the 
infamous Octopus cabal. The Knights of Malta 
comprises white Russian immigrants and are 
discussed at length in my book NASA, Nazis & 
JFK. Surely, Corso could add more to this 
discussion. 

By ridiculing Corso, Cannon had thrown away 
the unique opportunity afforded by Corso’s 
obligation to promote his book and grant 
interviews. It was an opportunity also to fine 
tune the measure of truth about the Roswell 
business contained in the book. 

With Bill Birnes standing in for Corso at the 
Nevada UFO conference, my softball question 
was designed to open whatever chance was left 
for a dialogue. Although he squirmed a bit 
through the answer, Birnes didn’t duck the issue. 
He continued: “There were conspiracies to have 
conspiracies. The Shickshinny Knights of Malta 
was a political interest group of like-minded, 
| retired, nearly-retired and should have been 
retired, military personnel, discussing their 
views. Hence, the Shickshinny Knights of Malta. 
Go to Pennsylvania. There’s more than one. This 
is rural America, folks.” 

Could Oswald’s KGB connections be 
characterised as anything but lies? The historic 
record is confused enough to allow for different 
points of view but Corso certainly has not given 
us his. Birnes asserted: “Let’s speak specifically 
to this issue of who knew what when. Two, not one, Lee Harvey 
Oswalds. And hey, guess what? The physical descriptions don’t 
really match. And you go to the passport bureau and you go to 
the State Department and you go to some of the agencies and you 
go to the CIA and the FBI and you know what? The descriptions of 
whoever was Lee Harvey Oswald don’t really match. And here was 
a guy, ostensibly working for us, working against us, working with 
us. That’s the issue that confronted Corso in 1963, when he had 
known in advance of the assassination that the CIA had an operative 
in the Soviet Union called Lee Harvey Oswald. Corso knew, knew, 
not speculated, knew, that the Soviet Unions was creating what he 
called ‘playbacks’ out of US Service personnel in Korea, to come 
back and occupy new identities and perform acts of espionage 
against the United States. That’s as far as I’m going to go about that. 
The man who knew too much? We know more.” 
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IN COMMUNICADO 


WHAT THE DAWKINS? 


RICHARD WHITTAKER questions why Richard Dawkins' controversial theories are 
widely accepted when he comes down so heavily against damned fortean science 


few months ago, I was asked to 
write an article for the Fortean 
Times. It was suggested to me by 
editor Bob Rickard that I might 
talk to noted evolutionary 
zoologist Professor Richard Dawkins. A few 
days later, over dinner, I told a friend, a 
chemistry researcher, that I was going to 
request this interview. I asked him if 
there were any questions he would like me to 
put to the Professor. His reply was simple: 
“Ask him why.” 

Why has he become the decade’s most 
controversial figure in science? He has 
certainly become its public face. Just as 
Stephen Hawking created a new image of 
physics, Dawkins sent biology 
hurtling to the top of the 
bestseller lists. His selection as 
holder of the Charles Simonyi 
Chair for the Public 
Understanding of Science was 
a formal acceptance of his 
position as the most recognis- 
able scientist of our time. 

However, Dawkins’ reputa- 
tion has а darker side. 
Undoubtedly, his research is 
highly respected. Yet that 
respect, in addition to his public 
persona, can lead to his findings 
being seen аз unassailable; 
and such unassailability 15 
the enemy of good debate. 
Many other scientists disagree 
with his findings and his style 
of presentation: evolutionary 
palzontologist Professor 
Conway Morris attacked what 
he saw as the “sense of correct 
attitudes [that] could almost 
be read as intolerance”. Dr 
Denis Aleander went further, 
accusing Dawkins of ulterior motives: that 
he was using Darwinism to promote his own 
views, being in a long line of scientists that 
“attempt to prop up personal ideologies by 
appeals to prestigious scientific theories”.' 

In his defence, as the public face of 
science, the Professor is a celebrity; and as 
everybody knows, celebrities are there to be 
publicly savaged. Every rival in his field, or 
rival of his field, will attempt to complement, 
criticise or attack him in as public a forum as 
possible. Misrepresentation is a terrible fate: 
everyone knows about Richard Dawkins 
as a Darwinian atheist and have assumed 
that he believes us to be nothing more 
than genetically programmed machines. 
Yet this is the man who argues that “we can 
consciously, deliberately and intelligently 
opt out of Darwinism”.” 

Yet Dawkins’ style of debate often 
seems deliberately confrontational and his 
comments — on subjects from rival zoologists 
to Roman Catholicism and TV scheduling - 
have stirred up storms, and rightly so. His 
statement on the constant triumph of what 
he sees as the illogical over the logical in The 
X-Files in the 1996 Dimbleby lecture showed 
a misguided sense of social justice. “Imagine 
a crime series in which, every week, there is 


a white suspect and a black suspect. And every week the black one 
turns out to havedone it." Is Professor Dawkins seriously suggesting 
that a work of imaginative fantasy is as cruel and terrible as racism? 
What basis can he have for this comment? Is it purely a hatred of all 
matters paranormal? 

Maybe some of the responsibility lies with forteana, or rather its 
public perception. For all the leaps made in public understanding 
and professional acceptance, fortean research has a terrible 
reputation. Whereas the traditional scientific community is seen by 
many people in the general public as a cult of methodology, forteana 
is regarded as a belief system. In reality, forteana is defined not 
by how the researcher examines a topic but instead by the topic 
covered. Researchers, no matter what their expertise, are seen as a 
legion of credulous woolly-hatted nit-wits. Even debunkers run the 
risk of being seen as intelligent people, sidetracked into an 
unwinnable debate with crackpots. 


Yet Professor Dawkins, for all his well reported dislike of the 
field of forteana, has made criticisms that could only lead to a 
higher quality of research. True, he has attacked what he calls an 
“epidemic of paranormal propaganda... conjurors... abetted by 
prestigious, even knighted presenters"? but so have many self- 
proclaimed forteans. He has always said that he doesn't disbelieve in 
UFOs or telepathy through a moral position, but because of insuffi- 
cient evidence. Instead, he argues that “paranormal claims must be 
treated with the same rigorous scepticism as scientific hypothesis.” 
In many ways, he sounds exactly like what many forteans would like 
to be: reasoned, well ordered discerning critics of the material. 

I had all these questions and issues in mind when I requested an 
interview with Professor Dawkins. But as time and circumstances, 
and possibly willingness, changed, the interview never happened. 
All those questions went unanswered. 

So we are still left asking: “18 Professor Dawkins the ultimate 
repository of wisdom on evolution, or is he merely one voice in a 
diverse and dissenting field?" I don't know. Has he been unfairly 
savaged by the press or is his every comment imbued with 
extraordinary reverence? I don't know. Is there anything about 
The X-Files he likes? I honestly couldn't tell you. Have we lost an 
opportunity to find out about the complex man behind the public 
persona? Yes. Has he lost an opportunity to talk toa publication that 
is very aware of the perils of a misleading reputation? Undoubtedly. 
Have we lost every opportunity? No. At least, I hope not. 


: "А. RICHARD WHITTAKER EDITS THE SEMI-REGULAR NON-LINEAR 
oe “NONE TOO SHABBY” Е-21МЕ CURMUDGEON WHICH CAN BE 


FOUND АТ http://dcpu1.cs.york.ac.uk:6666/~pete/mudge 


CAMERA PRESS 


FOOTNOTES 


1 Times, 5 April 1996. 


2 Times, 31 August 


1996. 


3 Guardian, 16 
November 1996. 


4 Times, 25 August 


1996. 
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ЕООТМОТЕ5 


1 Of course many of 
us would love to 
believe that our kind of 
knowledge ("wisdom" 
no less) is different 
and is not subject to 
the same laws as every 
other type. 


2 Knight, author of 
The Brotherhood, died 
aged 33. 


3 This is nothing 
new. The Gnostics, 
the Cathars and the 
Alchemists knew this 
also - to name 

but three. 


4 Count as one 
(or one half!) 


5 The Jungian idea 

of everything eventual- 
ly converting to its 
archetypal opposite. 


6 Unless you count 
700 pages of "esoteric 
detective story". 


7 Thank you Robert 
Anton Wilson. 


8 And some bloody 
good novels. In fact | 
was thinking that 
imagining what's 
behind the door in the 
Queen's Chamber 
would be quite a good 
starting point for a 
thriller of the "drawn 
into an international 
web of deceit and 
intrigue" variety. 
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ESOTERRORISM 


THE END OF THE ESOTERIC 


Knowledge is power, writes NIKLAS RASCHE, but with the long-held secrets of esoteric 
societies being revealed apace, we are in danger of losing a much-needed sense of mystery 


s we catapult towards what 
Terence McKenna so potently 
calls the “collapse of the time- 
wave", all is not well in the world 
of the esoteric. The headlong 
rush of exponentially expanding information 
shows no signs of abating and it is gradually 
beginning to dawn on some of us that 
esoteric knowledge is information too.' 

Go to any bookshop and you'll be accosted 
by the beautifully designed, glossy jacket of 
the latest hardcover meister-work promising 
to tell all on a selected area of the Great 
Unknown. Yes, the Turin Shroud wrapped 
the corpse of Jacques de Molay; James, 
brother of Jesus, was Joseph of Arimathea; 
Jesus himself is buried inside a mountain 
in France and the ancient Mayans are 
going to save us all - again! Graham 
Hancock may be desperate to 
know what is behind the door in 
the Queen's Chamber, but I 
would like to wait – for a while 
anyway. At this rate there'll soon 
be no secrets left. 

It used to be the case that for 
making public the secrets of an 
esoteric sect you would, at the very 
least, be threatened and, at the 
worst, murdered in circumstances 
suspicious enough to give other 
writers enough material for a 
book themselves. Remember 
Stephen Knight and the rumours 
that circulated following his 
death?? Nowadays уоц can 
publish anything you like about 
the Masons, certain in the 
knowledge that a happy and 
fulfilling retirement in 
Bournemouth awaits you. 

When the late Israel Regardie published 
The Complete Golden Dawn System of Magic 
in the Seventies, the controversy was not 
anywhere near as violent as might have been 
expected. The simple fact was that 
after the Sixties - during which time just 
about everybody had some kind of mystical 
experience (or at the very least laid claim 
to such) - next to nobody could really be 
bothered to put in the extraordinarily long 
hours that ritual magic demands. The secrets 
had lost a lot of their charm and power. 

Over the intervening two decades we've 
been subjected to the revelation of every 
mystery going; from the bloodline of Jesus to 
the secret Inner Order Rituals of just about 
everyone. 

There is a worrying trend in all this. Three 
of arguably the century's greatest minds - 
CG Jung, Joseph Campbell and James 
Hillman - have at the centre oftheirworkthe 
concept that the rites and hidden wisdom of 
both religion and mythology are isomorphic 
to the occult depths within ourselves and the 
world.’ We are spiritual creatures and, at its 
core, the world is soul. Anything else is just 
form - as entertaining and intellectually 
stimulating as it might be. Back in the 
Eighties it looked for a while as though the 
Four Teletubbies of the Apocalypse 
(Thatcher, Reagan/Bush,* Gadaffi and 


Sadam) would between them catalyse ап earth-wrenching 
enantiodromia? in which the New Age would become a luminous, 
shimmering, crystalline reality; Several Harmonic Convergences 
later, however, and it seems that the literalists have taken over the 
asylum yet again. 

In Umberto Eco's Foucault's Pendulum there a brilliantly sharp 
deconstruction of the esoteric. In a blistering attack on the self- 
obsessed intellectual arrogance of the male of the species, the 
central character's sometime girlfriend reduces his precious occult 
manuscript to the status of a laundry list. Eco's point, made so 
expertly, is that all knowledge, esoteric or otherwise, is but a mirror 
of our habitat; a “шар of our territory" as the good Count would have 
it. ІР5 not the hiding of the knowledge, however intricately and 
satisfyingly contrived, that means anything - 
it's the substance that is left at the end of the 


journey. No mystery means no journey. 

There is an interesting dichotomy in the spectrum of 'Alternative 
Philosophies'. On the one hand is Krishnamurti, who encapsulates 
the *go tell it on a mountain" position, on the other is Gurdjieff, who 
always preferred to go bury “it” under one. The fact is that the 
Second position - so central to the Western tradition - is under 
serious threat from the prosaic undoing of every last mystery. But 
people still seem to need things to be complicated; Gurdjieff 
understood the golden rule of esoteric culture - remove the mystery 
and people switch off. 

Much of what we are left with is the history of a war of attrition 
(guerrilla ontology! in the true sense of the word) against the Catholic 
Church. From 70AD onwards group after group have attempted - 
under varying degrees of persecution and with varying amounts of 
success - to preserve a wisdom tradition outside the stranglehold of 
the Holy See. Which is all very interesting, but where, pray tell, do I 
Бей some gnosis? Here we are on the verge of the end of history and 
the simultaneous revealing of all the information in the Universe and 
it doesn't seem that much has changed. 

The upshot of all this is three-fold. First some of the world's 
greatest агі* has been created on the “what if” of one or other of the 
Great Mysteries. Once it is public knowledge that Jesus didn't die on 
the cross you're not going to get many great crucifixions painted. 
Second, how are we all going to fill our time once that we've 
explained it all away? Actually do something? And finally - and most 
importantly ~ how do I get directly underground from Wiltshire to 
the Oak Island Money Pit? 

7 NIKLAS RASCHE IS CURRENLY NOT HARD AT WORK ОМ A 
NOVEL 


EDWARO TRAQUING 


BOTH PIE TUBERCNHPA 


THE LOST ARK 


ALL NEW TALON SHOW 


It would not be the first time that an animal appeared in the literature before it was 
officially recognised, but KARL SHUKER finds there's more to the Filipino secretary bird 


magine, if you will, a grey-plumaged 

hawk that for some unexplained rea- 

son has been invested with the long 

slender legs and neck of a stork, 

bestowing upon it a total height of 
34-4ft (1-1.2m) when standing upright. 
Combined with these is a pair of extremely 
lengthy, black-pinioned wings attaining a 
span of 7ft (2.1m) when fully extended, plus 
an elegant, elongated tail. Lastly, added 
almost as an absurd afterthought (judging 
from its somewhat disorderly appearance), 
is a crest of drooping, black-tipped feathers 
that conjure up the incongruous image of an 
Office scribe with an untidy sheaf of quill 
pens protruding from behind his ear. 

The product of this 
exercise will probably 
be a rather accurate 
reconstruction of a truly 
singular species of 
African bird. Referred 
to in some Arab 
countries as the Devil's 
Horse on account of 
its remarkable  run- 
ning speed when called 
for, it is known scien- 
tifically as Sagittarius 
serpentarius the 
secretary bird. 

Named after its 
manner of stalking on 
foot in long measured 
strides like an archer 
preparing to shoot his 
arrows, and also after 
its passion for attacking 
and devouring serpents 
great and small, only 
one modern-day species 
of secretary bird is 
currently recognised. 
Back in 1835, however, 
the English zoologist 
William Ogilby tried to 
distinguish three - and 
in so doing created a 
very curious if little- 
known cryptozoological 
enigma. 

One of his three 
species comprised the 
secretary bird popula- 
tions of eastern, central 
and southern Africa; 
and another constituted 
those from West 
Africa's Senegambia region. The third, and 
by far the most unexpected, conversely, was 
based upon an illustrated description by 
French naturalist Pierre Sonnerat with his 
Voyage dans la Nouvelle-Guinée (1776) of an 

€ged variety of secretary bird existing 
very much further afield - in the 
Philippines. 

As there are certainly no secretary birds 
indigenous to these (or any other) south-east 
Asian islands, the least contentious answer 
to this zoogeographical riddle is that 
Sonnerat’s description must have been 
founded upon specimens brought there by 


IT'S CALLED THE DEVIL'S 
HORSE ON ACCOUNT OF 
ITS REMARKABLE SPEED 


man, probably as exotic exhibits. However, there is another possible 
explanation — rather more remote, but much more interesting from 
the standpoint of ornithological discovery. 

The largest bird of prey known to be native to the Philippines is a 
magnificent crested species called Pithecophaga jefferyi, the 
monkey-eating or Philippine eagle, which is closely related to the 
Amazonian harpy. Sonnerat’s description (and inaccurate depiction) 
of his supposed Philippine secretary bird contained certain 
morphological features that set it well 
apart form the bona fide African version, 
yet which recalled this impressive eagle. 

For example, Sonnerat recorded that the 
feathers comprising the lower portion of 
the Philippine secretary bird’s crest were 
longer than those of its upper portion. This 
is the exact converse of the crest structure 
in Africa’s Sagittarius, but is suggestive 
of Pithecophaga. Similarly, whereas the 
central feathers are the longest ones in the 
tail of Sagittarius, Sonnerat claimed that 
the outermost feathers were the longest 
ones in the tail of its Philippine counter- 
part - a condition agreeing once again with 
that of Pithecophaga. 

From these and other correspondences, 
itis possible that Sonnerat's description of 
what we now know to be a non-existent 
Philippine secretary bird might have been 
inspired at least in part by vague, 
second-hand accounts of Pithecophaga, 
the Philippine eagle. 

If this is so, itis an especially interesting 
and cryptozoologically significant case 
(albeit until now a long forgotten one) 
because at the time of Sonnerat's report 
Pithecophaga was stil undiscovered by 
Science. Not until it was formally described 
and named just over a century later by WR 
Ogilvie-Grant in 1896 did the existence of 
this spectacular species finally become 
known to the ornithological world. And 
certainly, if the so-called Philippine secre- 
tary bird is indeed one and the same as the 
Philippine eagle, it would not be the first 
time that accounts of a creature have 
appeared in the literature long before that 
creature's reality has been recognised, and 
its true identity unveiled, by science. 

Speaking of out-if-place birds: it is fully 
confirmed that in 1832 this snake-eating 
species was introduced onto the West Indian island of Martinique, in 
order to eliminate the highly-venomous yellow fer-de-lance 
Bothrops (Trigonocephalus) lanceolatus. However, it failed to 
establish itselfthere -butthis failure is probably no bad thing. After 
all, as the secretary bird is partial not only to snakes but also small 
birds, especially ground-dwelling types, this species' permanent 
presence on Martinique might well have endangered its native 
avifauna - in turn affording another example of the disastrous 
events that can be set in motion when mankind attempts to meddle 
with an ecosystem's natural balance. 


2 б KARL SHUKER IS A ZOOLOGIST WITH A LIFELONG INTEREST IN 
CRYPTOZOOLOGY. HE IS A ZOOLOGICAL CONSULTANT, LECTURER 


AND AUTHOR OF SEVERAL BOOKS DEVOTED TO CRYPTOZOOLOGY 
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LETTERS 
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DOCCED 
THEORY 


In reply to David 
Hambling’s letter 
ЇЕТ102:541 in criticism 
of David Ovason's 
interpretation of 
Nostradamus, | would 
like to point out that 
Mr Hambling makes 
one error himself. The 
mastiff is mentioned 
several times in The 
Master of the Game 
(translated around 
1406 by Edward, Duke 
of York) as being a dog 
used to hunt wild boar 
in heavy cover. 

As the mastiff was the 
largest of medieval 
hunting dogs, it would 
seem reasonable to 
compare it with the dog 
star Sirius. First, as the 
star represents Orion's 
hunting dog, and 
secondly, as it is the 
largest star in the 
heavens. 


CP HOLYOAK 


Lawrence Weston, 
Bristol 
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JAM SPRING 


WiLL 


LETTERS 


MASS “SUICIDES” 


e notice in the time line of 
W^ suicides and group 

murders [FT100:41]that you 
missed some important examples 
that occurred towards the end of 
World War II; in particular the death 
of many Japanese civilians on the 
island of Saipan in 1944 – afraid that 
the invading Americans would kill 
them - and later in Okinawa. 

One particular case should be 
mentioned. It occurred not long 
after the American forces landed on 
Easter Sunday - which was 1 April 
in 1945 - near the village of Yomitan 
on the main island of Okinawa. 
When news of the invasion spread, a 
large group of men, women and 
children hid in a local cave known 
as Chibichiri where 83 of them died 
by ‘mass suicide’. Many of the 
children must have been killed by 
their parents, and their mothers 
were probably killed by fathers. 

The ‘motivation’ for their deaths 
is a subject of great controversy in 
Japan. Some Japanese nationalists 
still like to claim that rather than 
surrender they all died willingly 
and honourably as a gesture of 
loyalty totheirbeloved Emperor - in 
the manner of the 47 ronin in 1702, 
which you do mention. 

Most Okinawans now believe 
that they were victims of Emperor 
worship: that after years of 
institutional indoctrination through 
education,  regimentation апа 
coercion by Imperial fanatics in 
their midst they were terrorised into 
self-destruction. Their ‘sacrifice’ 
was made through fear. 

The full facts of the mass death 
were not investigated properly until 
1986, and a statue of peace which 
was erected at the site was 
destroyed a year later by Empire 
loyalists who objected to the 
implication that the deaths were 
not voluntary. 

Nowadays there’s a complete list 
of the names of all who died at 
the site which also serves as a 
monument to the tens of thousands 


“KEBABS!” 


of civilians who died on Okinawa. 
For further information and 
analysis see our forthcoming book 
Okinawa Dreams OK to be pub- 
lished by Berlin’s Die Gestalten 
Verlag and our Gozone web site 
(address to be announced). 
TONY BARRELL & RICK TANAKA 
Strawberry Hills, New South Wales 


CHRONOLOCICAL 
MEMORIES 


review of Prendergast’s Victims 

of Memory and Baker’s Hidden 
Memories [FT99:57]. Although I 
agree that Prendergast’s is clearly 
the better of the two, I felt the 
reviewer was unfair towards Baker. 
It’s important to remember that 
although Baker’s book is not as 
complete as Prendergast’s, it was 
written several years earlier. In fact, 
Prendergast’s Victims of Memory 
includes Hidden Memories in its 
bibliography. 

When Baker’s book was released, 
it was virtually the only general 
audience book on the subject. The 
work predates the creation of 
the False Memory Syndrome 
Foundation in Philadelphia, an 
organisation widely recognised as 
the best source for information and 
help with the problem of pseudo- 
memories created during bad 
therapy. For years the representa- 
tives of this group recommended 
Baker’s book as the best available, 
and in a recent communication with 
me, Pamela Freyed, the FMS 
Foundation’s Executive Director, 
described the work as “a breath of 
sanity at a time when so little was 
available on the problem”. 

All those who show an interest in 
the problems of false memories owe 
a debt of gratitude to Robert Baker 
for publicising the problem long 
before it was popular to do so. 

PETER HUSTON 
Schenectady, New York 


Іс writing to comment оп the 


CONTACT US... BY POST BOX 2409, LONDON NW5 АМР, UK; 
OR FAX US ОМ0171 485 5002; 
OR E-MAIL TO sieveking@forteantimes.com 


MEWLINC MYSTERY 


y parents live in an old farm- 
M which they spent a 

number of years renovating. 
While doing this they found a 
number of things under the floor. 
boards and in the wall cavities — 
including a small mummified cat, 
in a space in the attic. (It appeared 
to have crawled in rather than 
having been put there deliberately.) 
It was completely dried out and 
they put it in a box for safe- 
keeping while they decided what 
to do with it. 

My grandmother came over for a 
visit sometime afterwards and my 
mother took her on a guided tour of 
the house. “Oh,” my grandmother 
said as she went into one room full 
of boxes and clutter, “you never 
said you'd got a cat!" 

“We haven't," replied my mother, 
puzzled. 

"Of course you have. I can hear 
it purring." 

My mother told my grandmother 
that she must be mistaken and they 
carried on looking at the rest of 
the house. The mummified cat's 
remains were boxed upin that room 
out of sight, and my grandmother 
knew nothing about them or the 
fact that we buried them shortly 
afterwards. 

EMMA CANNELL 
Norwich. Norfolk 


DIANA'S DEATH 
FORETOLD? 


ave you heard the 
Nostradamus angle on that 
famous Paris auto accident? 1 


encountered this suggestion in a 
CompuServe forum: 


CENTURY 2, QUATRAIN 28 

La penultieme du surnom de 
prophete 

Prendra Diane pour son jour et 
repos 

Loing vaguera par frenetique teste 
En deliverant un grand peuple 
d'impos. 


Тһе last son ofthe man with the 
Prophet's name 

Will bring Diana to her day of rest. 
At a distance they wander in 
frenetic grief 

Delivering a great people from ruin. 


*Dodi's father's name is 
Mohammed.” [end quote] 


This looks like an amazing piece 
of prediction... until you see how 
inaccurate the translation is. A 
closer rendering would be: 


The penultimate of the surname of 
the prophet 

Willtake Diana for his day and rest: 
He will wander far because of a 


known locally as Big Stone, located on barren 
High  Bentham, West 
Yorkshire. The photograph [above left] shows my 


moorland near 


THAT SINKINC FEELINC 


N* where I grew up there is a huge rock, 


sunk into the marshy ground. The top of the second 


stone can still be seen just above the surface [see 


on these stones? 


brother Daniel standing on it. Locals say that there 
used to be four stones, but the other three have all 


frantic head, 
In delivering a great people from 
taxation. 


'The Prophet Mohammed had the 
‘surname’ Hashim, if indeed һе is 
the prophet referred to; his first 
name would have been indicated by 
‘prenom’ or just ‘nom’. ‘Penultieme’ 
could not be translated as ‘last son’, 
at a pinch you could get ‘second 
from last’ which would obviously 
not apply, and ‘vaguera’ (wander) is 
singular not plural. 

Erika Cheetham translates line 
two as: “will take Monday for his 
day of rest”, since Diana = Moon = 
Monday. However, as soon as some 
vague link has been found to a 
quatrain, it is taken as gospel by 
the believers so I doubt whether 
this will dissuade anyone and the 
story will keep spreading. You can 
find links anywhere if you look 
hard enough, and the other Diana 
quatrain (9,12) could be suitably 
twisted. Alternatively, how about: 


QUATRAIN 10,43 

Le trop bon temps trop de bonté 
royale, 

Fais & deffais prompt subit 
negligence. 

Legier croira faux d’espouse 
loyalle, 

Luy mis a mort par beneuolence. 


Too much good times, too much 
royal goodness, 

Made and quickly unmade by 
sudden negligence: 

Lightly will he believe falsely of 
his loyal wife, 

He put to death from benevolence. 


Which makes better sense the 
whole way through, although it 
does point the finger at Charles... 

DAVID НАМВИМС 
David Hambling&compuservecom 


THE DEVIL & 
MR SMITH 


ike Fortean Times ("The Devil 
L: Mister Smith’ FT102:38), 

The Guardian newspaper 
made a pointof mentioning that the 
ill-fated Nick Gargani had pur- 
chased things from the Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice and then failed to find 
out what. How can the ‘where’ 
and the ‘when’ be more significant 
than the ‘what’... particularly ав 
the mention of Alex Smith having 
possibly obtained a Satanic 
ceremonial sword from ‘an occult 
mail-order company’ carried a 
serious inference and we were 
the only occult mail-order company 
mentioned in the article? 

We have never sold ceremonial 
swords with ‘inlaid handles’ and 
Smith has never purchased from 
us. Gargani on the other hand was 
a client, but spent only £36 with us 
and bought just four books - on 
reincarnation and the qabbala. 

The point is this: a month prior to 
his death, Gargani was buying 
things which do not indicate an 
attempt to extricate himself from 
any Satanic curse or involvement. 
Moreover, he appeared to be 
actively pursuing his own serious 
interest in the occult. He had earlier 
applied to me for wholesale rates, 
said he was starting an occult busi- 
ness and began to use the pagan 
god-name Lugh as his trading 
name. Nick Gargani intended to 
open an occult shop in Lewes and 
trade with the same local occultists 
he was alleged to be in fear of. 

In his FT article, Rob Irving 
described The Guardian’s piece, 
‘The Devil in Lewes’ as “an excel- 
lent in-depth article”. In fact it was 
the worst kind of inaccurate tabloid 
trash and a world away from his 
own measured offering. The editor 


ЖЕТ 


photograph above right], and on Ordinance Survey 
maps it is still shown as the great stone of the Four | 
Stones. Does anyone have any further information | 


ADRIAN PROCTER 
Preston, Lancashire | 


of The Guardian was made aware 
of the true background and we 
also corrected the paper on the 
significance of the full Moon to 
Gargani’s death. Their reporter had 
specifically claimed Gargani died 
on the full Moon, a time he alleged 
was notorious for Satanic sacrifices. 
There is no evidence to support the 
idea that Satanists sacrifice at the 
full Moon and Gargani actually died 
14 days earlier! 

These facts taken together blow а 
rather big hole in the theory - 
backed by The Guardian but thank- 
fully resisted somewhat by Irving - 
that Gargani was an innocent who 
was terrorised to death by a Satanic 
coven in Lewes. Instead they lend 
some weight to the statements 
made to the police by the delin- 
quent Alex Smith that he had 
obtained some of his occult 
equipment direct from Gargani. 

So how did the Lewes-Satan 
myth develop? The Sub-Culture 
Alternatives Freedom Foundation 
(SAFF) - founded in 1989 to fight 
suppressive propaganda of this 
type - has been tracking the very 
active fundamentalist contingent in 
East Sussex over the past decade 
and has produced a report to show 
how the Gargani episode was the 
final catalyst for pent-up intoler- 
ance against alternative beliefs, 
such as that which resulted in the 
Satanic Ritual Abuse Scare, amply 
covered in FT over the past eight 
years. This report, entitled The 
Lewes Satanic Death Curse: 
Anatomy of a Modern Myth (ISBN 
1872132022), is available for £4.95 
(including post) from Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice: 6/8 Burley Lodge Road, 
Leeds LS6 1QP (Tel: 0113 2451309). 

CHRIS BRAY 

Proprietor: Sorcerer's Apprentice, 
Leeds 

100 415.2206@compuservecom 


SEER 
SUCKERS 


Every year, news- 
papers and periodicals 
carry articles by self- 
proclaimed psychics 
and fortune tellers, 
each professing to be 
able to foresee the 
major events of the 
year ahead. They 
claim that time itself 
is constructed in such 
a way that the bigger 
the event the easier 
it is to ‘pick up’ the 
resonance of that 
event as it echoes 
backward through 
time. 

How is it then that 
every one of these 
psychics failed to 
foresee such a major 
tragic event as the 
death of Princess 
Diana? The unprece- 
dented outpouring of 
grief, both in the 
United Kingdom and 
around the world, 
would surely have 
registered 10 on the 
psychic Richter scale. 
| look forward to 
hearing how this lack 
of foresight by these 
so-called ‘seers’ can 
be explained. 


CHRISTOPHER 


LAWSON 
Stockport, Cheshire. 
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THE TASTE 
OF RUBBER 


‘Watch out Big Cat 
About’ recounts a tale 
of a savage attack on 

a Range Rover by a 
presumed puma 
[ЁТ101:23]. 

| wonder whether 
another alien 
mammal might be 
the culprit. Several 
years ago, my wife 
and | visited Canada. 

While staying with 

friends in the 
countryside near 
Kingston, Ontario, we 
learned that their 
car had frequently 
been attacked by 
porcupines, who had 
apparently acquired 
a taste for car tyres, 
brake hoses and 
rubber in general, to 
the extent that they 
never parked outside 
their garage. 

At the time this 
surprised me, since | 
was under the 
impression that 
porcupines were, like 
hedgehogs, small, 
harmless and rarely 
seen. However, when 
we later saw several 
in a wildlife park in 
Quebec, we were 
impressed with their 
agility and power, 
and found it easy to 
believe that they 
could trash a car 
overnight. 

Do porcupines 

(or, indeed, pumas) 
actually enjoy the 
taste of rubber, or is 
this some form of 
instinctive revenge 
for the mammalian 
automobile fatalities 
which decorate our 
country roads? 

| think that we 
should be told. 


DAVID MUSKER 
London 
10177736379 
compuserve.com 
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TIPTREE TRIANCLE 


eerily similar to an experience I had on 24 June 1995 in my home 


Baw: through a copy of your Weird Year 1996, I found a report 


village of Tiptree in Essex. I went to bed at about lam and looked 
out of the window at the clear, starry sky above. My house is on the edge 
of Tiptree with fields to the left and there were no other house lights on 
at the time. After a couple of minutes, I saw something zoom at great 
speed overhead and towards the horizon, where it disappeared. 

It was the shape of an isosceles triangle with two long sides curving 
towards a rounded point. The end was blurred and yellow/orange, while 
the rest of the shape had a straight line through the middle. There was 
no colour in the line itself and it seemed almost as if the object was in 
two separate parts. It was heading north and appeared to elongate as it 
reached the horizon. I jumped out of bed, and after hooting in 
amazement I drew the object and wrote down the details of my 
sighting. I then went out to the patio hoping for it to return, but of 


course it did not. 


Imagine my surprise when I turned to page 9 of Weird Year 1996 and 
read of the British Airways UFO report. in which the two pictures 
shown bear an uncanny resemblance to what I observed. One of the 
sightings (made by Boeing 737 pilots) was also made in 1995, the other 


in early 1996. 
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STREAKING ACROSS THE SKY: Anton Le Коу5 sketch of the object that buzzed his house оп 24 June 1995 


HOMACE TO WILKINS 


mysterious deaths of some UFO 

investigators [FT:96:22], Scott 
Corrales mentions “HP Wilkins, the 
noted British Journalist and author 
of Flying Saucers on the Attack 
(1954) also died under suspicious 
circumstances.” 

Harold Thomas (sic) Wilkins was 
the author not only of that book and 
Flying Saucers Uncensored, but also 
of a least 11 other books ranging 
over British public schools, 
mysteries of the Great War, lost 
pirate treasures, and secret cities of 
South America. 

His end was suburban rather than 
mysterious. His last address was 29 
Bean Road, Bexleyheath, Kent, 
where he was living when he died 29 
January 1960, aged 68, leaving a son, 


| his article about the 


Martin Roger Аз a journalist 
working in the provincial London 
press, he had collected since the 
1930s a vast hoard of cuttings and 
agency messages relating to all 
manner of Fortean events. If 
anything about Wilkins was 
mysterious, it was the disappear- 
ance of this important historic 
archive after his death. 

Not all of the books he so proudly 
claimed are known to the British 
Library or the Library of Congress, 
and though written may never have 
seen the light of day. Certainly 
two of them remain untraceable, 
Lost World: a Novel of Strange 
Adventures and Giants of the 
Antediluvian World. 

He often went astray. He was 
keen on the notion that William 
Cresswell, an inmate of Parametta 
Lunatic Asylum, was the real Sir 
Roger Tichborne, even after this 


had been effectively disposed of by 
earlier historians of the Claimant. 
Не also failed to realise that Abel 
Fosdyke’s narrative of events on the 
Mary Celeste was a fiction by Conan 
Doyle. Yet he did pioneering work 
on many subjects which remain at 
the top of the agenda still for many 
FT readers. 

He was also one of the few 
journalists who ever saw, not one 
but two, sea serpents — at East Looe, 
Cornwall in July 1949. “Unfort- 
unately Га left my camera behind.” 

His Mysteries Solved and 
Unsolved (London, 1958) was one of 
the first Fortean books I read and it 
remains a fascinating collection not 
only of classic cases, but many 
unusual and offbeat ones as well. He 
seems to have been a curious 
person, and it would be interesting 
to know more about him. 

PETER COSTELLO 
Dublin, Ireland 


CAVEAT LECTOR 


ere were some errors in your 

| 100th issue: Copepods are not 

shrimp. Also, the plural of 

shrimp is shrimp, not shrimps (page 

10). There are no “South American 

cobras” (page 32). All cobras are 
from Asia and Africa. 

Ralph Rugoff, writing on the 
Museum of Jurassic Technology 
(page 22), says that “there are few 
displays which actually make 
reference to either the geographic 
Jurassic (the area of the lower Nile) 
or the prehistoric time period.” The 
Jurassic is named for the Jura 
mountains in Switzerland and 
France and has nothing to do with 
the lower Nile. 

With howlers like the aforemen- 
tioned, how do you expect any 
scientific magazine, such as Nature, 
to take you seriously? Obviously, 
this is why you are ignored. 

JOHN H HALL, JR. 
Shenandoah, Texas 


EDITORS’ REPLY: As we have repeat- 
edly pointed out, the news round-up 
is only as good as our sources (which 
we always cite). We cannot be 
experts in every field we cover, and 
are glad to publish corrections when 
errors are pointed out to us. So thank 
you, Mr Hall, for your attentive 
reading. Whoever is “ignoring” FT, it 
obviously isn’t you! We are not a 
refereed journal like Nature and 
are not in competition with such 
publications. 

As to the Jurassic: Ralph Rugoff 
doesn’t specifically say that the 
geological period was named after 
an area of the lower Nile, nor that 
the two are connected; he is merely 
speculating on the origin of the 
museum’s name. We imagine that 
most educated people know why the 
geological period 18 so named. 

Incidentally, ‘shrimp’ is an 
acceptable layman’s approximation 
to copepod, though falling short of 
strict taxonomic accuracy. 


UFO PHOTO 
PROBLEMS 


anet Bord’s Identifying Flying 
Jove: [ЕТ102:34] was a great 

article - but, it seems to me, 
it omitted a few important factors. 
In a great many UFO reports, 
witnesses claim that electrical 
equipment and power sources 
appear to fail and go dead 
whenever a UFO passes close by. 
Wouldn’t photographic equipment 
be similarly affected? Most com- 
mercial cameras are electrically 
powered. Could this not be a reason 
why there is a distinct lack of close- 
up, detailed pictures of UFOs? 

Also, other witnesses claim that 
radiation has been given out by 
UFOs, enough to cause burning and 
sickness, with levels higher than 
background radiation. Wouldn’t this 
affect photographic film at close 
range? 

Furthermore, we should consider 
the percentage of people who walk 
about carrying cameras. I don’t 
know anyone who carries a camera 
as part of their everyday baggage. 
Those who do carry cameras all the 
time tend to be professionals and 
any purported UFO photographs 
they might take would be treated 
with scepticism, due to the nature 
of their work: a Catch-22 situation. 

JUSTIN BROWN 
Hull, Humberside 


А TELEPORTED TALE 


һе correspondence regarding 
[ disappearing teddies [ЕТ95:51, 


98:51] reminded me strongly 
of a fortean incident which hap- 
pened to me in 1968 when I was 16. 
I was in the habit of reading in bed, 
and was half way through a second 
reading of a superb book by Eric 
Frank Russell, whose title I can no 
longer remember, but whose theme 
was - appropriately enough for 
these paranoid days - a lone man’s 
struggle to reveal the truth about a 
US government’s cover up of a 
failed, or never really never 
attempted, space mission to Mars. I 
put the book down on my bedside 
table one night and went to sleep. 

The next night the book was 
nowhere to be found. My parents 
disclaimed any knowledge of 
moving it as did my younger sister. 
I took the room apart, checked 
drawers, desk and dismantled the 
bed. The book was quite definitely 
not in that room. Over the next few 
months I gradually gave up hope 
of ever seeing it again, but one 
night about six months after its 
disappearance, I slid my hand 
between the bedframe and the 
mattress and felt the distinctive 
shape of a paperback. It was the 
book, in a place which had been 
searched months earlier and which 
in any case had seen numerous 
changes of bed linen over the 
intervening time. The book had 


disappeared and had returned. 

I recall that 1968 was the year in 
which policemen in Essex chased 
fiery crosses for miles, an event 
widely reported at the time; there 
were also numerous UFO sightings 
in the news about then. It was 
against this background that my 
book went and came back. I think it 
returned about the time the 
Apollo 8 astronauts returned from 
their circumnavigation of the Moon. 
Many eyes and minds were turned 
skywards and outwards in those 
days and I got it into my head that 
my book had been abducted by 
mischievous aliens who read it, 
passed it on to their friends and 
eventually returned it. Total non- 
sense, of course, but the idea that 
my bedroom might be some kind of 
sub-space transportation focus 
(Star Trek and 2001 were looming 
large at the time too) made going 
to sleep a pretty nerve-racking 
experience for a while: if a book 
could go, why not me? 

I finished reading the book 
and it eventually disappeared 
permanently by the more conven- 
tional method of being lent to some- 
one who never returned it. 

I would be interested to hear if 
anyone else has experienced such 
cavalier and inexplicable treatment 
of their libraries. I would also be 
interested to hear from anyone who 
could provide me with the title of 
the book from the brief thematic 
synopsis above. Eric Frank Russell 
was a Superbly witty and wry writer 
of excellent science fiction 
[and a member of the original 
Fortean Society — Editors]. Whoever 
abducted the book had good taste. 

TONY PURCELL 
Chelmsford, Essex 


THE SKIRTING 
EXCHANCE 


was interested in the letter from 
| Grace О”НаПогап concerning the 

plastic bear she kicked against a 
skirting board only to have it 
disappear completely (ЕТ98:51| 
Exactly the same thing happened to 
me at the end of the 1950s, when I 
was also six or seven. In this case 
though it was not a bear, but a 3in 
(7.5cm)-long model of a soldier on a 
stretcher. 

In later years when we had mice, 
one of the creatures would appear 
and disappear under a bookcase set 
against the same spot, but a minute 
examination of the area failed to 
find even the tiniest hole. 

On 13 August 1992, I put my 
portable typewriter down on my 
newly-polished desk, dashed off a 
letter and then lifted the machine 
off again, only to find a large 
ringlet of blond hair carefully tied 
with black thread. I still have it, 
and wonder it someone once 
kicked this against a skirting board 
somewhere else. 

LEN JACKSON 
Willenhall. West Midlands 


MATCHINC MATCHES 


e were living in Malta in the 
үүлс апа one Sunday I 

went along to the National 
Stadium to watch a football match 
between Ipswich Town and a local 
team. It was an enjoyable game if 
you were an English supporter, as 
Ipswich had overwhelmed the 
Maltese team of part-timers. 

That night I dreamed I went to 
a football match in Sunderland's 
Roker Park stadium. Afterwards, I 
went to collect my car from Valletta 
multi-storey car park. At the time 
there was no such car park any- 
where in Malta. Reaching the car 
park, I discovered that my car had 
disappeared. I informed the local 
Maltese police and went home, 
searching all the little Maltese 
inlets for my stolen vehicle. As I 
trudged sadly up the steps leading 
to our flat, I heard the telephone 
and rushed up the remaining steps. 
Grabbing the phone, I was 
informed by the Maltese police that 
my car had been found undamaged 
outside an ice-cream parlour in 
Houghton-le-Spring, a few miles 
from Sunderland. I awoke, con- 
fused by a dream that had taken 
place in towns 1,000 miles apart. 

At the time of the dream, my 
mother back home in Durham sat 
up late burning the midnight oil 
and writing her weekly letter to me. 
I received her letter on Tuesday 
morning. She informed me that my 
favourite uncle had gone to Roker 
Park, where he'd taken me often as 
a youth, to see a Sunderland match, 
and that his car had been stolen 
from the central multi-storeyed car 
park. It had later been found 
undamaged in Houghton-le-Spring, 
near Valente's ice-cream parlour. 

Nothing like this has happened to 
me either before or since, and I am 
ataloss to comprehend or explain it. 

FRANK WATSON 
Belmont. Durham 


PILLAR OF BUCS 


hile driving towards London 
W: the А12 near Witham in 
Essex in late July, I noticed 

that above the small trees that line 
the left-hand side of the road were 
tight columns of “midges” or other 
little fly-like insects. These were not 
the normal diffuse cloud of insects 
that I am used to seeing when out in 
the open, but a tight column of 
about 4-5 in (10-13cm) in diameter 
and 4-5ft (122-152cm) in length. 
Traffic conditions prevented me 
stopping for a closer look, but I saw 
that there were a dozen such 
columns each directly above a tree. 
Is this unusual? It was a Sunday at 
about 9pm with the sun on the hori- 
zon. There was good visibility and 
the weather conditions were typical 
of a late evening of a hot sunny day. 
DON TROWER 

Braintree. Essex 


APPALLING 
RECEPTION 


On 22 March 1997, 
in the Abou Romaneh 
district of Damascus, 
Syria, a colleague 

was in his flat when 
he heard terrible 
screaming outside. 
Curious, he sent his 
driver over to find out 
what was going on. 
The driver returned 
with an appalling 
story. In the unusually 
high winds, one of 
the forest of (illegal) 
satellite dishes on top 
of an apartment block 
had come loose and 
blown over the side of 
the building. They are 
generally very poorly 
fixed. The dish came 
down like a giant 
frisbee. The dish 
decapitated a little 
girl, walking home 
with her brother along 
the road. The boy, in 
a state of extreme 
shock, picked up the 
severed head and 
carried it into the 
family home. The 
screaming was the 
family reacting to this 
fearful scene, and 
rushing out to find the 
body of their daughter 
on the road. A real 
shocker, eh? | believe 
it to be true. Hard to 
imagine how you 
would cope with such 
an event as this. 
There’s no e-mail in 
Syria, and journalism 
is of course state- 
controlled, so I’ve 
seen nothing about it 
in the press. 


PAUL WOOD 


Southampton, 
Hampshire 
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BEYOND THE PALE 


BEYOND ROSWELL: 
THE ALIEN AUTOPSY 
FILM, AREA 5I, & THE 
US COVERNMENT 
COVERUP OF UFOS. 


MICHAEL HESEMANN & 
PHILIP MANTLE 


+ 
Marlowe & Company, New York, 1997, hb, 


pp288, $24.99, photos, illus, 
appendices. ISBN 1-56924-781-1. 


my contempt for poor research 

into valuable criticism. A point- 
by-point rebuttal easily generates 
twice the original text and require 
three times the research, all because 
of some unscrupulous author with a 
mind on the marketplace. Freedom 
to express new ideas is one thing 
but, oh my giddy aunt, all that 
paper, all those trees! Helped by 
attitudes like mine, of course, 
this shortfall to the sum of human 
knowledge equates to a windfall for 
peddlers of fiction paraded as fact. 

Beyond Roswell recounts the 
mythic tale that an alien flying 
saucer crashed in the New Mexico 
desert in the summer of 1947. Secret 
bodies lie sprawled across its pages — 
dead, dying and captured aliens, 
MJ-12, the Aviary - all cloaked, as 


it very difficult to channel 


Hesemann implies in a letter to 
President Clinton, by the secret body 
that really runs the Western world. As 
if establishing the truth behind the 
Roswell story isn’t complicated 
enough, given the many varied 
opinions of those who have 
scrutinised it, Hesemann enters the 
fray claiming that a separate crash 
occurred in the vicinity prior to the 
littering of Mac Brazel’s ranch. Thus 
he confirms the date attributed to 
Santilli’s alien autopsy footage. 

In fact, it was Hesemann’s belief in 
the literality of the autopsy footage 
yarn that initiated his quest for 
evidence of the crash, and with 
Michael there’s no turning back. 
Readers untroubled by his tendency 
to fit facts to a favoured underlying 
theory - the truth of our past, 
present, and future is to be found in 
ancient Sumerian scriptures, since 
Sumer was the first colony of 
the Anunnaki, a word which trans- 
lates as ‘those who came from 
Heaven to Earth’; hence, ET 
is God - will be satisfied that 
differences of opinion are about as 


mind. Similarly Hesemann contin. 
ues to assure us that the opening 
frames to the autopsy footage - added 
later to satisfy calls for testing - 
"showed the entrance to the autopsy 
room; even the table was seen", an 
observation he has since, but less 
publicly, agreed to be false. Any 
inconsistency with the authors’ 
preconceived conclusion is derided 
or simply ignored, giving a fresh 
nuance to the term ‘uncorrected 
proof’, as my copy is marked. To 
Hesemann & Mantle, anecdote and 
hearsay are proof enough. 

This bias is mesmerising in its 
regularity: An erroneous tabloid story 
about Steven Spielberg’s ‘Project X 
is referenced without any note that 
its primary source turned out to be 
none other than Mantle’s one-time 
literary colleague, Carl Nagaitis; the 
authors neglect to notice the glaring 
discrepancy between the autopsy 
cameraman’s account of his travels to 
the still-smoking crash-site and the 
actual time it must have taken him to 
get there from Washington; Stanton 
Friedman, acknowledged throughout 


INCONSISTENCY WITH THE 
AUTHORS’ CONCLUSIONS 
IS DERIDED OR ICNORED 


relevant here as a freak's cries to an 
army grunt’s rifle-butt. 

Curiously, just as little attention is 
paid to the opinions of the book's 
contributors. Despite being written 
long after fellow International 
Research Teamster Bob Shell 
retracted his much-heralded 
assertion that the autopsy footage 
was dateable to 1947, Hesemann 
presents Shell's original statement 
with no mention of his change of 


as a heavyweight proponent of the 
saucer crash scenario, as well as MJ- 
12 (whose documents are presented 
here with little question of their 
authenticity becomes suddenly, 
conspicuously, anonymous as the 
ufologist who spoiled the London 
screening of the autopsy footage with 
cries of: ‘“Hoax!”; as evidence that 
these 50th-year celebrations of 
Roswell couldn’t have more prosaic 
origins - “A weather balloon? 
Impossible” - Hesemann even 
speculates that rancher Brazel’s 
sheep were “obviously... afraid to 
cross the debris field.” Baa! 

The authors are so anxious to 
challenge the official USAF Mogul 
story – in a chapter of its own — that, 
by comparison, this explanation 
begins to sound almost plausible. 

Forteans will regard this book 
more frivolously, as entertaining as 
the type given to children on long 
train journeys: I-spyers can play 
spot-the-difference between photos 
of the Bell & Howell film camera, or 
spend hours searching the extensive 
list of acknowledgements for the 
likes of James Easton and Paul Fuller 
(whose detailed research applied 
some constraint on the authors, 
even if they are loathe to admit it), 
little injuns will be engrossed by 
the dreamy adventures of Native 
American fabulist Robert Morning 
Sky, and there are fun drawings of 
aliens to colour. 

ROB IRVING 


| 


THE TRUTH ABOUT 
ALIEN ABDUCTIONS 


PETER HOUCH & 
MOYSHE KALMAN 


4 RN. дә 

LARA 

Blandford, London. pb £9.99 192pp 
photos, index, ISBN 0-7137-2601-6. 


eter Hough is something of 
Р: enigma іп UK ufology. 

Better known as co-author, 
with Jenny Randles, of several 
books about the paranormal, he is 
a writer and researcher in his own 
right who has wisely chosen to give 
the adversarial world of ufological 
politics a wide berth. Instead he 
has committed himself to the hard 
and tedious work of investigating 
specific cases in some depth, 
teaming up with psychotherapist 
Moyshe Kalman to present his 
results in this genuinely intriguing 
and thoughtful book. 

For a start, Hough has chosen to 
use mostly new material. The only 
‘famous’ case covered is the 1987 
Ilkley alien photo/abduction event, 
of which Hough was the principal 
investigator. Although problem- 
atic, case and photograph remain 
unresolved a decade on. The 
witness sticks to his original 


THE ANOMALIST Мо5 


DENNIS STACY & 
PATRICK HUYCHE [EDS.] 


БА 

адаа 

Тһе Anomalist is published twice а year. 
Available from Fenner Reed & Jackson, 
Box 754, Manhassett, NY 11030, USA; 
at $9.95 a copy (+ $2.50 shipping or 
$5 overseas airmail; cheques payable to 
‘Fenner Reed & Jackson’); or call US 
toll-free 888 427 3362 with credit card 
details. See their website - 


www.cloud9.net/~patrick/anomalist/ — for 
further details. 


meditates on the proliferation of 

‘mysteries’ and their influence 
(not always subtle) on social struc- 
tures. For example, would Arnold’s 
1947 sighting have been treated 
simply as a local anomaly if the US 
had not been in the throes of 
Cold War jitters? Park also ponders 
the fundamental similarities in 
Mentality between the credulous 


| a neat little essay, Peter Park 


statements and eschews publicity 
or money; the photograph is still 
available for, and continues to defy, 
analysis. It either has to be one of 
the best UFO hoaxes perpetrated; 
or the figure on the photograph is 
real. Either way it is deserving of 
an explanation which must also 
encompass the witness’s claimed 
excursion aboard a UFO and sub- 
sequent MIB visitation. It is odd 
that a case with such depth of 
investigation and prima facie 
evidence has failed to draw the 
attention of the sceptics. 

But despite this wealth of 
witnesses and phenomena, the 
investigation is marred by the 
authors’ use of hypnosis, which 
has clearly evoked disturbing 
memories, real or otherwise, in the 
subjects. Surely the strength of the 
case should have allowed these 
memories to surface without the 
contentious use of regression? 
Moreover, the admittance of 
unusual, UFO-related dreams as 
evidence simply confuses matters 
and offers fuel for those looking 
purely within for an explanation. 
But these are the problems 
faced by any investigator of the 
anomalous; how far to go, what to 
accept and what to ignore. 

Throughout the book the 
authors discuss the main con- 
tenders for a humanistic explana- 
tion and argue that the abduction 
experience is not the result of 
psychological events such as 
dreams (although it might 
manifest through them), temporal 
lobe epilepsy or sleep paralysis. 
This questioning of received 
medical wisdom culminates in a 
list of abduction experience- 
related problems which it is 
necessary to explain if they are to 
be categorised either as psycho- 
logical or physically alien in origin. 


advocates of some ‘paranormal’ mys- 
teries and their equally adamant but 
incredulous foes, the skeptics. 

Karl Pflock takes that latter tone 
in his contribution on the curious 


affair in 1968 when a RAND 
Corporation employee, George 
Kocher, pleaded for serious 


investigation of (what Pflock calls) 
cases "that scare the pants off 
conventional-minded scientists". 
The Amomalist offers two extreme 
examples in this issue: the first is a 
very long paper by (the mysterious) 
Mike Davis on the radical changes 
in Earth Sciences after acknow- 
ledging the intrusive effects of 
meteors and comets in shaping our 
geology and oceanography; the 
second and very different example 
is remote viewing. Although the 
subject is not dealt with directly, it 
crops up in a study of accounts of 
‘seeing’ in near-death experiences of 
blind people (by Kenneth Ring and 
Sharon Cooper) and in an interest- 
ing, if idiosyncratic, study of Jules 
Verne's creative imagination by 


If critics of the abduction experi- 
ence wish to prove their worth, 
then this challenge is the best to 
date and a bold attempt by Hough 
and Kalman to lay their findings 
open to scrutiny. 

'That this reasoning should come 
from researchers who don’t 
subscribe to the physical extra- 
terrestrial hypothesis either is both 
heartening and surprising. But as 
their thoughts unfold you get the 
distinct feeling of being painted 
into a corner as one hypothesis 
after another is neatly side- 
stepped. Ultimately, it seems, 
Hough and Kalman lean towards 
the ‘Dark Gods’ hypothesis, 
whereby dark,  Lovecraftian 
intelligences toy at will with 
humanity, wreaking havoc with 
our experiences апа belief 
systems. Why? Who knows, but as 
Hough says it may be because 
‘we’re just their entertainment’, 
echoing Fort’s ‘I think we are 
property’. If that’s the case, we’d 
better start building the temples. 

Hough and Kalman could well be 
wrong in their conclusions, but in 
presenting fresh evidence they’ve 
injected life into a flagging genre to 
create a book which should be on 
every ufologist’s shelf. 

ANDY ROBERTS 


uctions, courtesy of publishers 
for the first five names recovered 
ies by hypnotic regression. One 

1 only, please, to arrive by 31 
еераре60. — 


Joseph McMoneagle, himself а 
famous remote-viewer. 

An account by John Chambers of 
the mediumistic activities of 
America’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
poet James Merrill reveals Merrill’s 
great interest in the Ouija board. 
Over a period of 25 years, he gained 
considerable inspiration and subject 
matter from conversations with 
ancient entities about the life and 
times of old Atlantis. The material he 
came up with is striking, but where 
did it come from? If not from 
Atlantis or the Otherworld then 
surely, muses Chambers in a Parkian 
moment, the human unconscious is 
truly astonishing. 

Add to this editor Huyge’s own 
investigation into the lake monster 
legends of Idaho’s Lake Pend Oreille 
(now said to be stories that cover-up 
US Navy activities there) and a lively 
letters section and you have another 
wonderful, thoughtful issue of The 
Anomalist; one of our favourite 
reads. 

BOB RICKARD 


REVIEWS 


SCAMS FROM 
THE CREAT 
BEVOND 


PETER HUSTON 


Paladin Press, Boulder, 
Colorado 1997, pb $20, 
pp208, bib. 

ISBN 0-87364-912-5. 


Subtitled “How to 
make easy money off 
ESP, astrology, UFOs, 
crop circles, cattle 
mutilations, alien 
abductions, Atlantis, 
Chaneling and other 
New Age nonsense”, 
this is a simplistic 
and mildly amusing 
demolition job of 
many easy targets. 
It's either a warning 
to the deeply gullible 
or a how-to book for 
the mystical swindler. 
In a footnote, the 
author accuses a 
certain Charles Fort 
of “exclusive use of 
unverified newspaper 
reports as the source 
of his anomalies” 
and a “deadpan 
assumption that if it’s 
in the paper it must 
be true.” This is 
clearly not the Charles 
Fort who wrote four 
books bristling with 
references from the 
scientific press and 
was sceptical of all 
belief! Don't waste 
your money. 

PAUL SIEVEKINC 
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REVIEWS 


VIRTUAL 
ARCHAEOLOCY: 
CREAT 
DISCOVERIES 
BROUCHT TO 
LIFE THROUCH 
VIRTUAL 
REALITY 

VARIOUS 


Thames & Hudson, 1997, 
hb £29.95, pp294, 
index, illus, 

ISBN 0-500-05085-6. 


Really a standard - if 
heftily-priced — popular 
work on archeology, 
liberally illustrated with 
photographs and rather 
sparsely augmented by 
computer graphics. 
Not, therefore, all 

that it promises, but 
nevertheless a solid 
guide to recent 
discoveries, from 
Nazca to the Alpine 
ice-man and from 
Egypt to the Indus. 
MIKE DASH 


LIFE ON MARS 


FRED HOYLE & 
CHANDRA 
WICKRAMASINCHE 


Clinical Press, Redland 
Green Farm, Redland, 
Bristol BS6 7HF, UK; 

1997. hb £17.50, pp222, 
index, bib, plates. 

ISBN 1-85457-041-2. 


Provoked by discussion 
of the famous 
‘meteorite from Mars’ 
and the imminent 
landing of Mars 
Surveyor, this timely 
study by these famous 
astronomers rehashes 
their well known views 
on the possible origin 
of terrestrial life in 
cometary debris, using 
the latest evidence 
and photos. 
Comprehensive, 
compact and 
provocative. 

BOB RICKARD 
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SECRET SOCIETIES: 
FROM THE ANCIENT 
AND ARCANE TO THE 
MODERN AND 
CLANDESTINE 

DAVID V BARRETT 


«9 


Blandford, London, 1997, hb, £18.99, 
pp256, plates, illus, chronology, refs, 
biblio, addresses, index. 


arrett has previously written 
B: well assembled and useful 

guide to 'cults' and alterna- 
tive religions (see review іп 
FT99:58), and Secret Societies is a 
companion volume which easily 
livesup to thehigh standards ofthe 
previous work. The basic approach 
and execution are largely similar; 
Barrett looks into the history and 
development of a number of the 
best-known hermetic societies - 
Masons and the Ancient Mystical 
Order of the Rosy Cross obviously 
feature heavily - and looks at the 
various accusations that have been 
levelled at them with an admirably 
disinterested gaze. 


He kicks off with a wel 
researched look at the common 
roots which a great many secret 
Societies have in assorted ancient 
cults and belief systems (qabalism, 
alchemy and the various Gnostic 
schools in particular). Besides being 
a useful piece of background, this 
also provides some key insights into 
the main characteristics of hermetic 
societies and their obsessive search 
for secret knowledge; for example, 
it provides an opportunity to point 
up the close similarites between the 
organisation of Freemasonry and 
the structures and rituals of the 
Roman cult of Mithras. 

Once his historical foundations 
have been laid, Barrett moves on to 
deal with the specifics of contempo- 
rary secret societies. Obviously, 
much of this concentrates on 
Freemasonry, examining the origins 
of its contemporary form, its influ- 
ence on world politics through 
events like the American 
Revolution, its roots in Rosicru- 
cianism and so on. Pertinently, he 
also directly addresses the claims 
made by various authors - particu- 
larly Martin Short - regarding the 
alleged “satanic” nature of Masonry. 
Barrett is here able to marshal a 
convincing set of arguments to 
refute such criticism as based 
largely on a misunderstanding of a 
fairly extreme Gnostic position. 

Barrett also looks into the 
modern  resurgence of secret 
societies. Many of the desperately- 
feared 'cults' currently operating 
share aspects of Masonic or Gnostic 
doctrine, or have developed their 
own pseudo-Masonic hierarchies of 
degrees, so here we find a certain 
amount of confluence with his 
previous ‘Cults’, Secret Societies 


space, mouse. £39.99. 


and Alternate Religions, in particu- 
lar its material on the OTO, 
Hermetic Order of the Golden 
Dawn and the various claimants to 
the mantle of the Rosicrucians. 

Barrett digresses briefly into the 
‘dark side’ of secret societies, 
touching again on the alleged 
political influence of Freemasonry, 
and assessing the likes of the Ku 
Klux Klan, the Triads and the Mafia 
in a hermetic frame of reference. 
Finally, he provides a brief conclud- 
ing summary and, in a rather 
curious epilogue, engages in some 
cogent speculation on the possible 
influence of hermetic thought on 
Western culture as a whole via 
agencies as diverse as Tarot cards 
and Arthurian romance. 

As with the previous volume, 
this is a valuable piece of work, 
researched in great detail and 
cogently argued. Its bibliography 
and chronology alone would make it 
worthwhile, but Barrett's intensely 
readable style and lack of hidden 
agenda make it essential to anyone 
with an interest in the subject. It 
will sit well beside its companion on 
any fortean's bookshelf. 

JOE McNALLV 
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CAN YOU KEEP SECRETS? 


WHICH ILLUMINATI SYMBOL APPEARS | 
ON THE US DOLLAR BILL? | 


The first five names pulled from а bag 
Қол DEOR Bridge will get a mystery 

in the post, containing a copy of - 
Secret Soc Societies, courtesy of Blandford. - 
One entry per person, please, to reach us by 
a reus Sears 60. Ч 


BROKEN SWORD 2: 
THE SMOKING MIRROR їл. 


Revolution, 1997. Virgin Interactive. PC CD Rom, requires 
Windows95, 486 DX2 or higher, 16Mb RAM, 1mb DirectX SVGA 
card, DirectX soundcard, 2x speed CD-ROM drive, 66Mb hard drive 


The first Broken Sword adventure - in which you get to 
scupper a revival of the ancient occult secret society of the 
Templars — was one of the best-selling computer games of 
1996/97. In this second instalment, makers Revolution have 
repeated its much-praised formula. 

The comic-book-style graphics are no impediment to 
becoming engrossed in the story, as you guide the American 
hero and French heroine who have stumbled into a plot to 
bring about the end of the world during an imminent total 
eclipse. Along the way, you tangle with a South American drug 
smuggling gang, the occult significance of Mayan treasures 
looted by 16th-century pirates and Conquistadors and a ritual 
to release the Mayan god Tezcatlipoca from ancient imprison- 
ment. The locations are varied and ingenious, taking in Paris, 
Marseilles, South America, London and the Caribbean before 
the climax among the ruins of Mayan pyramids. 

The whole game construction has benefited from many 
subtle improvements: a funny script, faster animations, 
sharper graphics, a greater number of more challenging 
puzzles and most important of all, a more interactive game- 
play keeps you wanting to see what happens next. This is 
another hugely enjoyable winner from Revolution. 


BOB RICKARD 


DRACONS: 
THE MODERN 


INFESTATION 
PAMELA WHARTON BLANPIED 


а 
4а ағ 


Boydell Press, Box 9, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk IP12 3DF, UK (Tel: 01394 
411320), 1996. Pb £9.95 / US$17, 
рр142, index, bib, illus. 

ISBN 0-85115-680-0. 


his book contains several 

| surprises, the chief of which 
is analogous to finding the 
gateway to another world in the 
back of an old wardrobe. It opens 
with Philomel St James’ address to 
the Seventh Biennial Congress of 
Verminology (the study of dragon 
infestations) and is dedicated to 
Sean Jones, Director of the New 
Zealand School of Dragon Studies 
in Christchurch. So here is a 
subject with a history, but what a 


THE VAMPIRE 
HUNTER’S 
HANDBOOK 
SEAN MANCHESTER 


«9 
аа 


Gothic Press, PO Box 542, Highgate, 
London N6 6BG, 1997, pb, £7.50, 
pp96, photos. ISBN 1-872486-02-9. 


ean Manchester (he has, for 

some reason, omitted his cus- 

tomary “Reverend” here) is 
Someone for whom the description 
"Jarger than life" seems barely 
adequate. He's best known for his 
claim to have exorcised a vampire 
from Highgate Cemetery in the 
1970s and his ongoing investiga- 
tion into vampire activity supposed 
to surround Robin Hood's Grave at 
Kirklees, Yorkshire. An imposing 
figure in his clerical garb, he is 


subject! The scholarly papers 
range from the pioneering work of 
Philip Marsden on dragon ‘linguis- 
tics’; statistical studies of feeding 
preferences and stalking modes at 
Wad Madani by the University of 
Khartoum; the beginnings of the 
modern infestation period in the 
Canadian ‘fire falls’ at the end of 
the last century; military respons- 
es to dragon ‘raids’; behavioural 
studies of dragon practices, such as 
‘observation’ (long periods of 
immobility), ‘knotting’ (curious 
dynamic movements or dances of 
two or more in the air, oceans and 
on land), ‘chants’ (rumbling, hiss- 
ing and percussive concerts), and 
‘hoarding’ (lust-driven accumula- 
tion of furniture and adornments 
for the nest). 

Young dragons are called ‘kits’, 
young adults ‘stern’ and ‘stiera’, 
and the clutch of hatchlings is 
a ‘roil’. Detail piles on detail; 
proceedings of conferences are 
referred to; sketch books, 
histograms and photos (опе 
showing a dragon immobile and 
perfectly camouflaged among 
rocks). The bibliography and 
further reading lists are positively 
daunting in their authority. Slowly 
it dawned: the over-emphasis on 
the paraphernalia and language of 
academia; the absence of any 
known cryptozoologist from the 
references; citations of events 
(such as the destruction of an 


Britain’s only full-time vampire 
hunter, which might lead one to 
imagine that this handbook is the 
definitive guide to the hunting and 
disposal of vampires. Indeed, in 
part, it is just that, and it fulfils 
the role more than adequately. 
Manchester is, unsurprisingly, 
very well read in both classical and 
more recent sources on vampires 
and vampirism, and cites them 
with great authority while taking 
the reader through a brief tour of 
vampire lore and mythology. 

However, there is more to the 
book than vampire hunting. 
Manchester is a man with a great 
many forthright opinions, and one 
gets the impression from reading 
this that he is neither shy about 
sharing them, nor does he suffer 
willingly those who do пої 
see things quite his way. As a 
consequence, somewhere around 
page 37, vampire hunting begins to 
take a back seat, and the book 
turns into a bizarre attack on each 
and every person who has ever 
crossed the good Reverend. 

Much anger is directed at his 
former colleague (or was he? 
Manchester is adamant that he 
never was) David Farrant, who will 
be fondly remembered by anyone 
who had the extraordinary fortune 
to witness his appearance at 
UnConvention96, largely because 
Farrant disagrees with 
Manchester's interpretation of the 


award-winning Mexican museum 
by a dragon in hoarding frenzy); 
and the involvement of the United 
Nations Worm Levy Commission. 
On a suspicion, I asked our New 
Zealand friend Peter Hassall to 
locate the venerable School of 
Dragon Studies in Christchurch. 
Nil, nada, absolutely zip. 

The conclusion: this is a wonder- 
fully inventive satire on academic 
cryptozoology and conservation 
studies. Once you see the joke, it is 
merciless in tooth and claw. I rang 
the publisher, who confirmed all 
this. The pastiche is so successful, 
Iwas told, that people were ringing 
up to complain about the poor 
quality of the photos because they 
could not make out the dragons. 
Ranks with Castaneda and the 
Necronomicon. Brilliant. 

BOB RICKARD 
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Highgate vampire case. The list of 
targets reads like a who's who of 
the gothic underworld. Thee 
Vampire Guild, the Vampyre 
Society, the Count Dracula Fan 
Club, the Irish Bram Stoker 
Society and even Fortean Times 
come in for criticism; one unfortu- 
nate ‘Satanist’ is pictured in Nazi 
regalia. One can understand some 
of the author's anger - at one point 
he mentions the gothic rock band 
Theos Daimon Kakos and their 
song “Die Manchester Die"! 
Nevertheless, this is still a book 
Id recommend to anybody with 
an interest in Manchester or 
vampires. The parts which deal 
with vampires are obviously based 
on years of substantial research 
and personal experience, while the 
later chapters do actually make 
interesting reading, if only for the 
window they offer into a murky 
subculture. Moreover, the writing 
style is gloriously ornate and 
suitably Victorian: “Тһе cause of 
vampirism [..] is a life of more than 
ordinary immorality and unbridled 
wickedness, where the individual 
has possessed a surfeit of selfish 
passions, evil ambitions and 
cruelty...” (p18). The back cover 
photograph, showing Manchester 
apparently fending off an attack 
from several of the largest bats on 
the planet, is almost worth the 
cover price on its own. 
JOE McNALLY 


REVIEWS 


A WORLD 
HISTORY OF 
UFOS 

HILARY EVANS & 
DENNIS STACY [EDS.] 
Red Sparrow, PO Box 
177, Potts Point, NSW 
2011, Australia, 1997, 
pb А$10.95, рр298, 
index, photos, 

ISBN 1-875989-14-5. 


This Australian edition 
of the recent FT book 
UFO 1947-1997 

omits seven of the 
papers and many of the 
illustrations for reasons 
of space. However, it is 
published in paperback 
at the cheaper price of 
A$10.95, and has a 
new introduction by the 
eminent Australian 
ufologist Bill Chalker, 
so some readers may 
find it preferable to the 
UK hardcover edition. 
MIKE DASH 


EXPLAINING 


THE 
UNEXPLAINED 
HANS J EVSENCK & 
CARL SARCENT 

Prion Books, London; 
1997. pb £6.99, pp274, 
index, bib. 

ISBN 1-85375-253-3. 


A welcome reprint of 
the classic study from 
1982 (updated in 
1992) by two of the 
UK's leading psycholo- 
gists. They present an 
admirably balanced 
assessment of the 
serious evidence for 
psychic abilities, 
poltergeists, 
apparitions, 
reincarnation, 
precognition and 
coincidences. Their 
honest conclusion: the 
evidence is substantial 
enough to warrant 
more money being 
spent on serious 
research. 

BOB RICKARD 
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AVAILABLE NOW 


THE FORTEAN TIMES INDEX - PRICE £30 
AVAILABLE BY MAILORDER JUST FILLIN 
ORDER FORM OPPOSITE 


Who is the Lord Commissioner of Mars? 


And where can you find 
information about the Small 
Animals Stranglers’ 
Association? Who lost his 
nose twice, and why did the 
pig burn down the house? 
What of the man who was 
kidnapped and used as a 
sheep-dog for 15 years, and 
whose beard was mistaken 
for a pheasant and shot? 


The answers to all these 

questions (and many more) can be found, of 
course, in Fortean Times -and here, at last, is the 
full index to its first 2O years of publication. Years 
inthe making and completely deranged in its 
attention to detail, the various sections will 
enable you to find: 


TOPICS 


NAMES of PEOPLE mentioned, including 
Pseudonyms 


GENERAL 
INDEX 


ISSUES l-66 


жегеннен IBD) екеніне (> 


NAMES of LECENDARY 6 FICTIONAL 
CHARACTERS, Deities & Entities 


NAMES of ORCANISATIONS, Cults, 
Movements, Societies & Institutions 


NAMES of ANIMALS & PLANTS, including 
Mystery Animals 


CONTRIBUTORS of Articles, Illustrations 
& Letters 


ARTICLES, FEATURES & SERIES by TITLE 
BOOKS REVIEWED by TITLE 

BOOKS REVIEWED by AUTHOR 

PLACES by TOWN 

PLACES by COUNTRY/STATE 

DATES 


A complete, detailed index to the full run of issues 
|- 66. This invaluable aid will be used constantly 
and cherished by all Fortean researchers 
proving a phenomenal time saver for anyone 
looking for a specific tale published any time 
between 1973 and 1993. As well as being by far 
the most detailed guide to contemporary 
Fortean phenomena available anywhere in the 
world, the FT Index will be a delight to a casual 
browser, spark new ideas and suggest new lines 
of enquiry. 


336pp, Fortean Studies format. 


($3 News has reached The Hierophant of a rather 
NS singular 'UFO cover up' by American space 
scientists. According to internet mutterings, the first 
manmade object in space has been revealed as a 
manhole cover. It appears that during ап under- 
ground atomic test explosion іп the 19505, а 
manhole cover was placed at the top of the bore- 
hole, presumably in the great scientific tradition of 
"Wouldn't it be really, really cool if...?" The raw 
forces of nuclear chaos did not disappoint, and the 
cover was duly sent skywards at about 45 miles per 
second (66 km/second) - six times Earth's escape 
velocity. Assuming the cover wasn't simply 
destroyed, it might now have escaped the Sun's 
gravity and be heading deep into inter- 
stellar space... 


Сұ Тһе Hierophant is gravely worried 
that a troubling and novel form of 
one-upmanship might be about to sweep the 
paranormal world. What other explanation 
could there be for a Manchester 
ufologist’s recent assertion that he 
had “seen black triangular UFOs way 
back in the Seventies, before 
they were trendy”? 


сэ The world of paranoia became 
% even murkier at the end 

of September, when the 
American Drug Enforcement 
Agency made a rather upset- 
ting discovery — their phones 
were being tapped... by the 
CIA. Reportedly, a smattering 
of other US intelligence 
agencies also had a hand in 
the taps. DEA agent Richard 
Horn and five unnamed 
co-agents are now suing the 
CIA for compromising their 
operations in order to gather their 
own information. The Hierophant 
can't help but feel that this is all some form of 
poetic justice, but he's damned if he can work out 
for whom. 


Сұ With Christmas on its way, the Hierophant 

would like to recommend one of the finest 
computer toys to come his way in many months. 
Crop circle makers Team Satan have apparently 
grown bored with lurking in damp Wessex fields all 
night waiting for a chance to make circle 
‘researchers’ look even sillier, and are now offering 
Macintosh owners a chance to make circles in the 
comfort of their own homes. 

Their new CircleMaker software allows the 
enterprising would-be hoaxer to draw marvellously 
realistic circle designs in virtual fields of either 
wheat or barley. We wonder how long it will be 
before its products are acclaimed by some 
‘expert’ or other as absolutely the genuine thing. 
CircleMaker is available from their website at 
WWW.geocities.com/SoHo/367 1Ahecirclemaker.html 
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9 Also оп а сгорру note, Тһе Hierophant was 
scanning his files for potential blackmail mate- 
rial recently when he noticed a curiously familiar 
pair of names. Rosemary and Kenneth Spelman will 
be fondly remembered for running a laboratory which 
conducted analyses on wheat stems from crop 
circles, leading Colin Andrews to declare that some- 
thing was definitely altering the crystalline structure 
of the wheat's cells. Could they be the same 
Spelmans who recently found themselves denounced 
before the Statutory Committee of the British 
Pharmaceutical Society for practising "quackery" 

and who currently face being struck off the 
pharmaceutical register, pending an appeal? Yes, 
they could." 


e A recent press release from the Vatican suggests 
that the Pope may know more than he's letting 
on about. Among several Latin renderings of contem- 
porary phrases and words nestles res inexplicata 
volans — or UFO. The Hierophant can't 

help but wonder what announce- 


ments will be forthcoming from the See of Rome in 
the near future... 


Сұ This month's amazing revelation from Psychic 
Y News - а dog called Crystal, belonging to P/V's 
editors, has been voted "Happiest Dog In 
Blackheath" in a competition organised by Pedigree 
Chum. We were also pleased to note that as part of 
the celebrations for the 150th anniversary of 
Spirtualism's birth, some enterprising soul has come 
up with a suitably cheery cartoon character to help 
mark the occasion. Step forward, the cheerful 
Charlie the Pedlar. 15 this, | wonder, the first time 
that someone famous mainly for being brutally slain, 
dismembered and buried in a cellar has been used 
as a humorous logo? 
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The opinions of contributors are not necessarily those of 
the editors. F7 can take no responsibility for submis- 
sions, but will take all reasonable care of material in its 
possession, Requests for return of material should be 
accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope or 
International Reply Coupon. 


FORTEAN FORUMS ON INTERNET 

There are two discussion forums on the net open to 
Forteans, We don’t own them, but join in regularly. To 
join the alt.misc.forteana newsgroup, ‘subscribe’ via 
your net-browser. To join the Forteana mailing list, send 
an e-mail to majordomo@primenet.com with the words 
‘subscribe forteana' on the first line of an otherwise 
blank message. Allow two hours to process. 


AUSTRALIA Paul Cropper (NSW), Arthur Chrenkoff (Qld), Peter Darben (Qld), Tony Healy (ACT), Richard Seary (Qld). CANADA Brian Chapman (BC), Max McLaughlin 
(Ont). CYBERSPACE Martin Adamson, Felinda Bullock, Andy Cobley, Jeff Koyen, Dave Walsh. ENGLAND Gail-Nina Anderson, Louise Bath, Kevin Beer, Claire Blamey, Peter 
Christie, Nigel Clark, Sue Corner, Mat Coward, Ade Dimmick, Peter Hope-Evans, George Featherstone, Neil Frary, Alan Gardiner, Mick Goss, Stephen Hammond, Anne 
Hardwick, Alan Holding, Dionne Jones, Jake Kirkwood, Naomi Lee, Alexis Lykiard, Dave Malin, Nick Maloret, Valerie Martin, Kevin McClure, Alistair Moffat, John 
Michell, William Neil, Tom Ruffles, Tom Salusbury, Paul Screeton, lan Sherred, Karl Shuker, Anthony Smith, Roman Suchyj, Paul Thomas, Peter Thompson, Chris Tyler, 
Nick Warren, Owen Whiteoak, Richard Whittaker, Jason Winter, Bobby Zodiac. FRANCE Bernard Heuvelmans, Michel Meurger. GERMANY Walter Langbein, Ulrich Magin, 
Cliff Wren. GREECE Steve Tavuchis. GUERNSEY Steve Page. HOLLAND Robin Pascoe. HONG KONG Nina Desborough, Nick Sampson, Chris Williams. IRELAND Pat Corcoran, 
Peter Costello, Doc Shiels. ISRAEL Zvi Ron. IVORY COAST lon Alexis Will. JAPAN Masaru Mori. MALTA Pierre Bonello. NEW ZEALAND Peter Hassall. ROMANIA losif Boczor. 
SAUDI ARABIA Nobuhiro Matsuoka. SCOTLAND David Burns, Stuart Herkes, Roger Musson, Jake Williams. SWEDEN Sven Rosén. USA Larry Arnold (PA), Loren Coleman 
(ME), James Conlan (CT), Robert Gifford (PA), Mark Hall (MN), Myron Hoyt (ME), John Keel (NYC), Jim Lippard (AZ), Barbara Millspaw (CO), Ray Nelke (MO), Dolores 
Phelps (TX), Jim Reicken (NY), Ron Rosenblatt (NY), Chuck Shepherd (FL), Dennis Stacy (TX), Joseph Swatek (NB), Joseph Trainor (MA), Jeffrey Vallance (NV), Robert 
Anton Wilson (CA), Gary Yates (UT). WALES Janet & Colin Bord, Richard Holland. ZIMBABWE Cynthia Hind. 


CLIPPINGS CREDITS 


Martin Adamson, Mrs L Abi Auton, Aux, Douglas Baptie, Dan Barnes, Barbara Bates, Louise Bath, Lionel Beer, lan Bennallick, David Binns, Behzad Bolour, Janet & 
Colin Bord, Robin Bray, Felinda Bullock, Simon Burchell, David Burns, Cain, Trevor Carr, Brian Chapman, Charles M Chavoustie Jr, Arthur Chrenkoff, Lee Chrimes, Peter 
Christie, Nigel Clark, Jim Conlan, Graham Conway, Sue Corner, D Cotner, Mat Coward, Mark Crossfield, Nina Desborough, Ade Dimmick, Liz Dobner, Stephen Edwards, 
Peter Hope-Evans, George Featherston, Neil Frary, Alan Gardiner, Robert Gifford, Matthew Goulding, Stephen Hammond, Anne Hardwick, Alan Holding, Bruce Hollihan, 
Myron S Hoyt, William Hunter, Paul Jennings, John Kohut, Dr Ed Krupp, Naomi Lee, Alexis Lykiard, Peter Lythgoe, Nick Maloret, George Markie, Valerie Martin, Alastair 
McCall, Max McLaughlin, Nicholas Middleton, Alistair Moffat, Mark Norman, Trevor Ouellette, Dolores Phelps, Mark Pilkington, T Powers, Jim Riecken, Sven Rosén, 
Tom Ruffles, Paul Screeton, Mike Sharpe, lan Sherred, Jeffrey Smith, Raymond Spears, Peter Stallard, Roman Suchyj, Tim Swartz, Crispin Thomas, Paul Thomas, Peter 
Thompson, Fred Tomsett, Anthony Turner, Chris Tyler, Keith Warner, Nicholas Warren, Robert Whitehead, Owen Whiteoak, lon Will, Chris Williams, T Wood, Gary Yates, 


Bobby Zodiac. 


COMPETITION WINNERS 


Competition 32: a copy of Borderlands is on its way to Peter Hassall in Wellington, New Zealand; Sarah Pond in Cornwall and Mr N Lewis in Bedford. Competition 33 – a 
copy of the Savage Skies video is on its way to Mr A Goodrick in London; Sean Chantler in Essex; Keith Westhead in Northampton ; Mrs J Petrie Northumberland and 


David Lowe from Nottingham. 
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WHAT DO WE MEAN BY ‘FORTEAN’? 


FDRTEAN TIMES is a monthly magazine of news, reviews and 
research on strange phenomena and experiences, 
curiosities, prodigies and portents. It was founded in 1973 
tocontinue the work of Charles Fort. Throughout his life, 
Fort was sceptical about scientific explanations, observing 
how scientists argued according to their own beliefs 
rather than the rules of evidence and that inconvenient 
data was ignored, suppressed, discredited or explained 
away (which is quite different from explaining a thing). 
Fort, born of Dutch stock in Albany, New York, spent 
many years researching scientific literature in the New 
York Public Library and the British Museum Library. He 
marshalled his evidence and set forth his philosophy in 


The Book of the Damned (1919), New Lands (1923), 
Lo! (1931), and Wild Talents (1932). 

His dictum *One measures a circle beginning any- 
where" expresses his philosophy of Continuity in which 
everything is in an intermediate state between extremes. 
He had ideas of the universe-as-organism and the 
transient nature of all apparent phenomena. He coined 
the term ‘teleportation’ and was perhaps the first to 
speculate that mysterious lights seen in the sky might be 
craft from outer space. However, he cut at the very roots 
of credulity: *I conceive of nothing, in religion, science 
or philosophy, that is more than the proper thing to wear, 
for a while." 
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UNBEATABLE BOOK BARCAINS !! 
ABDUCTION- John Mack (hardback) 
only £7.50, Free lists: Lionel Beer, 15 
Hollyoush Lane, HAMPTON, TWI2 2OY. 
Tel: ОВ! 979 3148 


JAWBONE BOOKS: Specialists in 
second hand books on UFO's & aliens. 
lostworlds & earth mysteries. occult. 
witches, paranormal. unexplained etc. 
For free catalogue send stamp or IRC 
to 8 St Anthony Road, Sheffield SIO ISC. 


BOOKS ON DRUCS! All you ever 
wanted to knowl Cet the best drug 
Information books by mail order (no 
malling list kept). Phone now for your 
free copy of The Psychoactive Booklist. 
Frogand Falcon Selection 01302 
768689. 


LITTLE WONDER BOOKS. Lots of 
weird and wonderful works on UFO's, 
Forteana, Chosts and 2! other 
categories of books. for free catalogue 
send SAE to 467, Cldlow Lane, Beech 
НІ Wigan, Lancs, WN6 8R] Tel/Fax: 
01942 493 76! 


PHENOMENAL BOOKS Free quarterly 
catalogues of second-hand and new 
books on the paranormal and all 
related subjects. Telephone credit card 
purchases accepted. Write to 9 King's 
Arcade, King Street. Lancaster. LAI ILE 
or phone/fax 01524 845559 01253 
854617 evening/Sundays. 


BOOKTRACE INTERNATIONAL Rare. 
antiquarian and out-of-print books 
found on any subject without obligation 
to purchase. Send your wants with SAE 
to Dept F. PO Box 45, Totnes, Devon 
TO9 5XP. 


INTENSE DEVICE features in depth 
essays оп Christain comicbooks, 
visions of Hell, Anti-Darwinism and 
Denial of the Holocaust. destruction of 
the earth by meteors, and more.192 
pages. £10.95 (+ £1.55 p&p) poyable: 
Несаргеѕѕ 40 Rossall Avenue. 
Radcliffe. Manchester M26 IJD. 


NEW AND SECONDHAND BOOKS on 
paranormal, forteana, occult and 
related subjects. For catalogue sendist 
class stamp to: Arcanum Books 
(ЕТІО4), ii Lockerble Road, Cramlington, 
Northumberland. 

NE23 8DH. 


HORROR, FANTASY, Crime Fiction. 
FreeList. Send Stamp to Sarah 
Hapgood, 47 Sharland Close. Сгоме, 
Nr. Wantage. Oxfordshire, OXI2 OAF 


MIDNICHT BOOKS Quality second 
hand books on UFO's. cryptozoology. 
paranormal, etc. Send 4 Ist class 
stamps (3 IRCS) for 44 page catalogue 
to Steven Shipp (FT). The Mount. 
Ascerton Road, Sidmouth, Devonshire. 
EXIO 9BT. 


BEST OF BRITISH CHOST STORIES. 
Newly published. £14.99 inc. p&p.Dr S 
Beach, 9 The Crescent. Spalding, Lincs. 
PEII IAE 


OPPORTUNITIES 


Fortean Times will have a vacancy for 
an experienced senior sub/managing 
editor from the beginning of December. 
The ideal candidate will have several 
years experience of consumer 
magazine sub-editing, be skilled at 
keeping to schedule and able to 
manage the small in-house team in the 
absence of the editors. А knowledge of 
Forteana, good headlining skills and 
immaculate English would also be a 
help, Fax your С.У. and covering letter 
to Mike Dash, Publisher, on 

0171565 3153 ASAP please. 


MACAZINES 


THE ENICMA tells you of Strange 
Worlds, Covemment Conspiracies, 
Police and FBI, Aliens and cover ups. 
Scandals, World News, and more. £175 
ОҚ £225 Abroad 

THE ЕМСМА, | Austin Close, Irchester; 
Northants NN29 7AX England. 


MIDNICHT Is a magazine that's 
devoted to horror catenng to those 
who enjoy the dimensions of 
psychological fear - the world of the 
nightmare. £2.50 UK. £3.00 Overseas. 
New Dimensions. | Austin Close, 
Irchester. Northants NN29 7АХ 


NEW DIMENSIONS is the magickal 
magazine for esoteric and related 
subjects. £150 ОК. £2.00 Abroad. 
Orders and payments to: New 
Dimensions (f). ! Austin Close, Irchester, 
Northants NN29 7AX. 

Creat Britain. 


SUPPRESSED, OVERLOOKED AND 
UNREPORTED information on: 
Conspiracies, Health, Future Sciences, 
Free Energy. UFOs, The Unexplained. 
Big Brather. Discover news you are not 
supposed to know. Sample £3, One 
Year £15. Send to; Nexus, 55 Queen's 
Road, East Crinstead, Sussex RHIO IBC. 


BLACK ROSE PUBLICATIONS cre 
looking for stories concerning 
Horror/Chost/Dark 
Fantasy/Supernatural for new mag out 
new year For more details contact PO. 
Box 5461. Dublin 2, IRELAND. 


COTHIC MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT. 
Eerie, bizarre, mysterious.and strange 
costume and setting. Private. 
corporate. UK, overseas. FREE 
BROCHURE call OI8l 682 2795 or 
0410 544146 


FORTEAN TO 


FORTEAN 


AMERICAN PEN PALS! Have fabulous 
and genuine friends in America! 
Computerised and personalised 
quality matching service. Free details 


from: Transatlantic Pen Friends, PO Box 


2176-ЕТ, San Pedro. California 90731. 
USA 


LET YOUR LIFE BE CUIDED by the 
mystic rune stones, order your set of 
hand painted runes with interpretations 
and presentation bag. ©!!! ОО, payable. 
C.Roberts. Southview, Sloothby, Alford, 
Lincs. LNi3 INR 


PHOTOCRAPHS 


SECRETS REVEALED 

For those determined to know. 
Spectacular Aerial Phenomenon. 
Donations for future Exhibition Past 
exhibitions. Enham. Basingstoke, and 
Chamber of Commerce. Series |. 5 
plus | photographs. 6 Colour 
Photographs £14 - 99 Enclose Nome 
& Address P/P is included Allow Min 
28 Days. To E. Hopgood | Foxcotte Rd 
Charlton Andover Honts SPIO 4AR. 


UnConvention98 


A WEEKEND OF THE WONDROUS 


fortean noticeboard 


WEIRD CIFTS 


FREE RAVEN CATALOCUE OF WEIRD 
ond wonderful magical stuff including: 
Dreamcatcher Windchime £4.50. 
Wishing Box £5.95, Ceramic Batty Bat 
£3.95 from RAVEN, [7 Melton Fields, 
BrickyardLane, N, Ferriby, E. Yorks 
НОД 3HE. 


ABSOLUTELY ANYTHINC PRINTED 
onto a t-shirt or mouse mat. The 
weirder the better! APP.S 26 
Thumham Street. Lancaster LAI (XU 
01524 841286 Bulk/Trade enquires 
also welcome. 


FOR ALL YOUR UFO ond paranormal 
related merchandise - plus articles - 
check out our 5МВ website at 
http//www3minstral co.uk/futurepositiv 
eor phone/fax: 01273 206190 


MODEL HOT AIR BALLOONS. 

Make and fly a two-metre-high balloon. 
Kit contains everything you need 
exceptmeths. £12.99 to: Montgolfier 
Balloons, 4 Aylsham Road, North 
Walsham, Norfolk NR28 OBH. 


PLASTIC MODEL KITS: Of space. sci- 
fi, tvmovies, weird, etc. Free catalog. 
also buying/trading. Creen's Models. 
Dept. FT, Box 55787. Riverside, 
CA925I7USA. 
http//wwwrecyclercom/com/jfgreen 
modelkits/ 


INFORMATION 


BRAIN MIND MACHINES - What do 
you need to know before you buy? 
Whyarethey so expensive? Is it really 
like taking drugs? Which ones are 
safe? Where con | get one without 
paying rip off prices ? Send large SAE 
for free info pack: "TOAD ", 38 
Oakdale Road. London Eli 4DL 


MACIC 


MACIC BY POST Britain's Мо! Magic 
and Tricks catalogue sent free. Tel/Fax 


(017) 977 4334 24hrs or write: Magic 
BY Post. 67 Winchester Road, Bristol 
В543№ 


HOROSCOPES 


NATAL HOROSCOPE: 20 pages. only 
СО. Send time, date, place of birth to: 
John Wilks, 37 Morley Avenue, London 
N22 


EVENTS 


MURDER MYSTERY WEEKENDS 
throughout England. Call 018! 959 6579 
for brochure. 


RESEARCH 


SKINHEAD SCARES, Invented 
Languages, Cruesome Rumours, 
Strange Schoo! Tales? To Peter Telford. 
3IA Eskside West Musselburgh ЕН2! 
6PP. 


ENTHEOBOTANICAL SEEDS,Piants & 
Spores. Catalogue 4*2nd stamps to: 
Cnostic Carden.POB IED. 
NewcastleNE99 JED .Or visit 
http//wwwgnosticgardenndlrect.co.uk 


DRUC-BOOKS, LECAL HICHS, RARE 
SEEDS. Send A5 SAE. for huge 
catalogue including: psychedelics 
encylopedia. growers guide, chemistry. 
mushrooms. peyote. shamanism, 
testing kits. JFFT, PO Box 2118. Reading, 
RCI 37), О!8 926 9869 


| enclose acheque/Postal Order for £ 


| would like to pay by: 


[] visa Р” access/mastercard [] amex Exp. date: / 


ЖЕЛ a 


card no | ] 


IE 


Signature 
My message reads 


Date 


Please note your advert will appear in the next available issue. 
Any problems or credit card orders, please call Carl on: 0171 565 3152 
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fortclass. ADVERTISINC 


tangerine 
books let them see what they 


eat - williams. burroughs. 


worldwide book mail order 
USA import specialists 
authorsearch 

titlesearch 

free sampler on request 
all enquiries welcome 


full catalogue contains 


fact, fiction, and beyond ... 


charles bukowski partly 
kathy acker empire of the senseless 


philip k. dick shitting realities 


BOOKS 


AS AMS ИТШ 
МЕТУ rome Киши, 


In this remarkable book Dr 
Magee uncovers the story of 
Jesus hidden by gentile bishops 
of the Roman empire. The 
apostle Peter and other travellers 
from Palestine told stories 
which did not match the image 
the bishops wanted of a saintly 
Son of God. They had to say, 
“Ho, ho how silly of you 
Theophilus. This is what really 
happened” and alter the tale to 
fit their image. 

Still, the truth is only thinly 
disguised in the gospels for 
anyone not indoctrinated by 
religious tradition. 

Truly amazing — now the 
gosepls make historical sense. 
Explains parables, healing 
miracles, the cursing of the fig 
tree, the Gadarene swine, the 
tribute money and more. 


ISBN 0-9521913-2-6 pbk 374pp £12.99 + £1.50 p&p UK : $25 inc shipping US 


ASKWHY! PUBLICATIONS SELWYN 41 THE BUTTS 
FROME SOMERSET UK ВАН 4AB Phone 01373 462679 


Website: http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~mdmagee/index.html 


“AUTHORS 
Let Us Publish Your Book. 


Most subjects considered including 
Religion, Biography, Children's Stories, 


Poems, Fiction, Esoteric, 
Paranormal and First Books. 
AVON BOOKS (FT), 


1 Dovedale Studios, 465 Battersea 
Park Road, London SW11 4LR. 


YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 


New Authors Welcome 
All subjects considered for publication. 
A complete and professional service @ 


from manuscript to bookshop shelf. 
Worldwide distribution. 
Write or send manuscript without obligation to; 
Janus Publishing Company, рети 
Edinburgh House, 19 Nassau St, London UK W1N 7RE 
Fax: +44 (0) 171 636 5756 
Http://www.januspublishing.co.uk. 


Accession UK is proud to advertise the book of... 


FORBIDDEN 
KNOWLEDGE 


The book boasts 8 massive up-to-date text with over 30 sections 
and many detailed diagrams. The fascinating topics Include: 
ө Insider fruit machine tricks € scams and rip-offs 
ө get-rich-quick schemes € electronic survelllance 
ө beating security systems € creating a new identity 
€ the art of lock picking 9 revenge and dirty tricks 
© strange substances € police interrogation techniques 
€ encryption and concealment methods 
© telephone and computer hacking € hypnotism 
„plus many more not to be listed here! 
Nobody should be without ‘The Book of Ferbidden Knowledge" 


For an express despatch of your copy, please send 
£10 (cash / cheque / postal order) to: 
Accession UK, FREEPOST 11, 
PO Box 260, Exeter, ЕХ1 1А2. 


www.ta!.comibofh. 


COUNTER 


BOOKS MACAZINES 


OF NO DEFENCE 
SIGNIFICANCE? 


AFACTUAL APPRAISAL ON THE 


LOCAL RESEARCHERS JOHN M 
JENKINS 


OBTAINABLE FROM 
PEN-Y-COE PRESS 
7BRIDGESTREET PENCUIK. PRICE £4.99 


PLUS POST & PACKAGE 71р 
Tel. 01968 673767 


SCOTTISH UFO PHENOMENA BY 


GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS 


Discover the little-know “insider” contacts 
for all fringe dwellers, outlaws 4 
freedom seekers everywhere! This book 
is SO controversial, we aren't allowed 
to advertise precisely what's in it. 
Get your FREE infopack NOW! Call 24 hrs. 


0181-236-4291. Quote ref: 1128 


BOOK IN THE WORLD! | 


EVENTS 


to advertise call Carl Rushworth on О17| 565 3| 52 


RAW NERVE 
MAGAZINE 


Tales of Decedance, 


Sadism, and Cats 
The best in Horror/Dark 
Fantasy fiction, issue 5&6 out 
now also featuring interviews 
with Rob Grant and Clive 
Barker, available from all good 
outlets and mail order £2.70 
payable to Darren Floyd. 


RAW NERVE (FT) 


186 Railway St, Splott, 
Cardiff CF2 2NH. 
Website: 
htip?//freespace. virgin.net.ana.k/rawsite.htm 
“амс, shocking and dangerous 
magazine” - The Western Mail. 


PHEROMONES 


‘SEX IN A BOTTLE’ 


5 TIMES NORMAL ACTIVE STRENGTH 
15m! PHEROMONES Pocket Spray 
INDEPENDANT TESTS: OXFORD UNIV STUDENTS 
INCREASED ‘PULLING POWER’ BY 840% USING 
OUR ue н, A BOTTLE’ SOURCE: МАИ МАС 

96 BUY DIRECT FR | 
ТНЕ HUMAN RESPONSE LABORATORIES (ЕТ) 
PO BOX 123, DOUGLAS, ISLE OF MAN 1М99 1LA 
UNIT PRICE £10, 2 OR MORE £7.50. OVERSEAS | 
ADD £2, SAME DAY DESPATCH ON CARDS, CASH, 
POs ETC: CHEQUES 10 DAYS 


24 HR CARD ORDER LINE 01624 801983 


Interested in UFOs? 


Want to know more? 
Then join the British UFO 


FLYING SAUCERS 


e 
FEATURES 


* 2-Stick Handheld Transmitter 

* Twin Turho Fan Receiver Propulsion System 
* 36 inch refillable mylar helium envelope 

* All This for only $US50.00 

* The Best Value In Radio Contro! Today! 


2 "wl: Haye Hours of Fun With This Incredible нуп 


E] 


5 y. Makes an. Ey 


йа [10.526 "landes: sae od балай cars : 


Zn +) 306-931 


time on. ac ‘collect tio 
inspired Бус our БИ : 
те! 
( All pie 
are lished in-our studi 
works ? ind are с 
in resin 
Aluminium, er 
detail of every ind 
Please send SAE | or 3 IRC? 5 for free 
brochure & details of introductory offer to 


Bizzare Trading Co., 46 Lumley Road 
Walssall, West Mids, WS1 21) 


mW power. Approx 1400 ft range. 


spanners so please make an г 
them). Do NOT point at ne NOT FOR SAL E 
TO UNDER 18's. We urge RESPONSIBLE ян 


5mW power. 700 ft range. | 


Carry pouch and batteries included, 1.5 hour (tested) 


continuous use. Very powerful, use with care! Inter- 
changabl Ї 
4mW power. Approx 600 ft range. battery 
{ ш 4 holder to 9 Ї 
A make k/ring or ре 


28 0 C 


Batteries m 1.5 hour continuous use. 4 
Sound-light laser Scanner| 


Available in blue/ silver or gold body. 
5mW power. Approx 700 ft ra 


Entry level night 
club laser. 5mW 
power. 3 modes 
Sound to light. 
Auto rotation of 


Research Association, 
the largest UFO research 
organisation in the UK. 


16 different built 
Excellent build quality, only 2 inches long, the in patterns. 
original al keyring. Batteries included. Manual control of 


Member of the Publishers Association 


PRODUCTIONS 


henry miller the cosmological eye 


TANGERINE BOOKS room 1u 
140 battersea park road 
london sw11 4nb england 


tel: 0171 720 4590 
fax: 0171 720 0407 


email: tanbooks@dial.pipex.com 
outside uk: tel: 44 171 720 4590 fax: 44 171 720 0407 
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PUBLISHERS 


SEEK MANUSCRIPTS 
From new or established authors, 
for evaluation and possible publication. All 
themes considered including: Fiction, Poetry, 
Memoirs, Travel, Leisure, Children’s esc. 
Write or send manuscript: (Dept ЕТІ) 


Pen Press 39-41 Hi 
PEN PRE North Rd Islington Й 
LONDON М7 9DP | | 


NEW AUTHORS 


PUBLISH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction, Non-Fiction, Biography, 
Religious, Poetry, Children's. 
AUTHORS WORLDWIDE INVITED. 
WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 


MINERVA PRESS 


2 OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON SW7 3DQ 


PO BOX 556 LONDON 5Е5 ORL 


New stock includes Jim 
Keith's Casebook On The Men 
In Black; RA Wilson's Walls 
Came Tumbling Down; The 
Unholy Bible; Blood and 
Volts; Whore Carnival; latest 
Paranoia. ын. пої гіпѕе your 
wetwear with our bulging 
core stock of wild reading 
matter - dedicated to the very 
best of ufology, the counter- 
void, conspiracy, psychedelia, 
cyberculture, weird erotica, 
hacking, forteana, cult mass- 
media, and more? Send sae 
/irc now for our NEWLY 
UPDATED free descriptive 
mail-order catalogue of 
wonderous publications. 


For a free information pack on 
all the benefits of BUFO! 
membership send a large sae to: 


Bufora (FT) 


BM BUFORA, 
LONDON WC1N зхх 


http://www.bufora.org.uk 


news, cases, research, 
archives, links, local groups 
and the store 


G 


Alde 


the very latest UFO updates 


Calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate апа 49p per Minute ай other times 


mirrors to vary pattern produced. Either mains ог 
battery operated. Dims 195 х 145 х 80 mm. 
“COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT LASERS 
how far do loudspeakers go or your car headlights? there IS no standard way of measuring this so 
be carefull of people making silly claims (we do 7 day money back). are available from watch 
shops/ jewellers etc. (can cost upto £2-3) or Duracell batteries from Dixons, Curry's etc (£3.80 approx. for 
кет pack). шп credit card order for just batteries is 8 (because there's so veri d 


Credit card ; 
н Шш Yom] 


r eyeing ор Saan 
‚ exept enamel bad 


Мате 2 


Address 01761:4 52 


Огае ors T9 
Tick boxes & send coupon, address and 


Tel. N 
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INTRODUCTIONS ссии WIND UPS 


| a a к E EE ET EC 


© Still the World's 
Number One 
Party Pill 


0336 426 371 


PINTS MY DAUGHTER'S PREGNANT 

at the lowest price ever || ©55®@ 226 27/2 
£5 for 10 
£12 for 30 


YOU OWE THE TAX INSPECTOR 
0336 GAG 373 
0336 GAS 974 


LOVERS AFFAIR EXPOSE 


(02359 GAG 375 


Jokelines, PO Box 43 Warminster Wilts ВА12 7RJ 
Calls cost 50p/min 


£138 for 60 


ome and See.. 


State quantity and send cheque or postal 
order made payable to Buzzywares to 
P.0. Box 10848 (ft), London SW6 5ZF 


ГР, @ Зэ, ALIEN WINDOW | 


Macintosh 5 GLOW IN | 
твр у | FOR YOUR НОМЕ ican " OFFICE 
> Y Y E Ry <> ; - - 
25 72) 224 Fart 227 /Z- 25 13 / 7/; ИЛ: гу 2 тээ» 5-5 for designers | Large £2.50 each * Small £1.50 each 
& musicians. POSTAGE AND PACKING FREE!!! 


GET SENE ror | | 
== СМ, Б 1% соро е, 


Кл ныны ee жек racer рен олан 
cae MEMORABILIA 
DIAL “А? DATE ~ cs 


BIZZARE & PARANORMAL MEMORABILIA 
EXCHANGE Ш -ы«.» Ш. Р 6О GIRLS 


HOME 
NUMBERS "== ат трд LINE 


Weekly Deliverys from the U.S.A. & Europe, 
(including Magazines, Books, Model Kits, Posters, 
Photos, Mugs, Postcards, Pin Badges & More) 


DERBY 42/43 Main Centre (oppp Wilkinsons) 
Phone 01332 206606 
LEICESTER 23 Silver Street (200 yards from Clock Tower 
Phone 01162 515266 
NOTTINGHAM 11 Market Street (opp Debenhams) 
Phone 01159 484122 

Also trading as 


INTERACTIVE MESSAGE EXCHANGE Р.О BOX ВСМ6002, London WC1N 3XX Carts COST 50Р PER UPUTE 41 ALL THES, 


STOKE-ON-TRENT 10 Market Square Arcade, Hanley 
(opp Shopping Centre) 
Phone 01782 279294 


Our 4 stores are BIG on SPACE & also specialise in 
Graphic Novels, Comics, Sci-Fi, Fantasy & Horror. 
Paper Backs, Role Playing Games & Cards, T-Shirts, 
Books & Mags on the Weird, Bizzare & Paranormal. 
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SOP taerr we 


Buddhist N' Bad 
Grey XL T-shirt 
Long Sleeve Мо. ВВ-1 £16.99 


Black Record Bag - Embroidered 
Short Sleeve No. BB-2 £11.99 


Doctor Moose Logo No. RB-1 — £24.99 


e ime 2550 
couldn't care bear out of ny tree ) 
Couldn't care bear Out Of My Tree 
Black XL T-shirt Burgundy XL T-shirt 
Long Sleeve Мо. BR-1 £16.99 Long Sleeve Мо. OT-1 £16.99 Black Record Bag - Embroidered 
Short Sleeve No. BR-2 £11.99 Short Sleeve Мо. OT-2 £11.99 Stone Fish Design Мо, КВ-2 £24.99 
PAWN 


AES атсалы OY T ORDER: BUY ANY 2 T-SHIRTS зх ke od n ot. eae 
Arty Farty Hard Core Pawn Jimi Hendrix - Aged 1 атсалы OY T CHOOSE ANY SHORT SLEEVE FREE зх ke od n 286 31914 


Navy XL T-shirt Grey XL T-shirt Burgundy XL T-shirt 
Long Sleeve. Мо, AF-1 £16.99 Long Sleeve No. РМ-1 616.99 Long Sleeve Мо. HX-1 £16.99 
Short Sleeve Мо. AF-2 £11.99 Short Sleeve No. PN-2 £11.99 Short Sleeve Мо. HX-2 £11.99 


Arty farty 
HARD CORE 


Code Number/Description 


Add £1.80 Postage & Packaging [Overseas £3 per item] TOTAL 


L] 1 have ordered 2 t-shirts and my choice of a free S/Sleeve t-shirt is code No 
E Ee - Мг/Мгв/М5/Мі55 ...... 


«45 | ЭХ 
Se 5 Address................ ЖЕЛ, 2 
eic 1 CER ..Postcode .... c Tel 


SPEEDBOAT HanniBal Lecter | enclose a cheque/P.O. in Pound Sterling for Е................. Payable го BUBBLE{UK) or 


х 
AGED “ Please debit my VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/EUROCARD {Allow 28 days delivery) 


Doctor Moose eer Aco O ГІТІТІТІТТТТІТІ) 


Noah's Speedboat Dk Green Long Sleeve No. ОМ-1 £16.99 

Burgundy XL T-shirt Dk.Green Short Sleeve Мо. DM-2 £11.99 Navy XL T-shirt 
Long Sleeve No. МО-1 £16.99 Long Sleeve Мо. DM-3 £16.99 Long Sleeve Мо.Ні-1 £16.99 Signature... 0 „Expiry Date..... 
Short Sleeve Мо. NO-2 £11,99 Navy Short Sleeve Мо. ОМ-4 £11.99 Short Sleeve Мо. HL-2 £11.99 Please send your order ТО! BUBBLE {UK} Ltd, PO Box 3440, London N2 OPG 


Fi Meee pee out skis ee с el ml ae 


(4 2 SSS 
AMAZING STORIES = EREMO 
(FULL COLOUR) ә on ash grey 
ON ASH G 


For details of how to take part send an 
S.A.E to: Phase II! Services (Dept. BZ), 
PO Box 427, York УО2 ТУІ 


WHO PILOTS - 
THe 


* 
^ Phoney photo І.О. cards are now available and we've Тт 19 different 
designs for you. Join the “world famous Actors Guild”, or even the Mile 
High Club, become a bodyguard, there's loads more to choose from. 
PROFESSIONAL QUALITY wewn 
DESIGNS.TAMPERPROOF, ёл. 8 
LAMINATED FINISH. 


CREDIT CARD SIZE. E is 
www.belvine.co.uk — 
FOR A FREE CATALOGUE SEND S.A.E TO. — 


BELVINE (DEPT FT) 
P.O. BOX 180 STANMORE, MIDDX. HA7 2AZ 
All items are sold as novelties and misuse may be illegal. 


. 
quee PILOTS THE e 
FLYING SAUCERS? 
1 BLUE AND BLACK 
ON ASH GREY 


ALL T-SHIRTS £10.99 inc. SER. /overseas £11.99 /US price $24.00 
LONG SLEEVE £12.99 inc.p&p /overseas £13.99 /US price $28.00 


STATE T-SHIRT DESIGN, COLOUR AND SIZE (M, L, XL) 
MAKE CHEQUE / P.O. PAYABLE TO: PERKY PAT T-SHIRTS 
SEND ТО: Р.О. BOX 14187 LONDON SW9 920 
PLEASE ALLOW 14 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 
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PHEN: M ae 


7 i SUST SMASHED Үг 


Boy) www.colonywars.com 


iM GONNA FIND 
ANOTHER / 
ONE DAY. 


= 
[=] 
о | 
ul 
шт 
£e |. - 
ыш 
e. 
o|= 
ma 
- |5 | 
= |; 
Ole 
is + 
ші 
чо e 
= 5 
ais 
MEY-WOULP YA Look. AT THAT ST] [/ HEY, WHATS GOING © ийг 
INSIDE. THAT FROG 15 A WHOLE ee HERE. / You fie Nas = 2 
S AT ШС Роскі, Te WORK, YoU NAUGHTY Fle 
{ CKY, 51452 CONVICTS, Yous =" 
ж 
= 
о 
ТЭГ: 


4. and "PlayStation" are trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 1997 Psygnosis Ltd. All Rights Reserved. Colony Wars, Psygnosis and the Psygnosis Logo are trade marks or registered trade marks of Psygnosis Ltd. 
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SMOKING CAUSES FATAL DISEASES 


ing 
ine 


Warn 
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ical Officers 


Chief Med 
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9 mg N 
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12 mg Таг 0 


